
Police issues, economic woes mount in Oakland 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) 
With a redeveloped down- 

town, a busy port and reno- 
vated architectural treasures, 

this, city has worked hard to 
shake its image as a strug- 
gling sister of San Francisco 
across the bay. 

But lately the troubled 
side of Oakland has attracted 

all the attention: The city’s 
top administrator was fired. 

The police chief resigned af- 
ter taking heat for a number 
of alleged missteps. And a 
transit officer’s shooting of 
an unarmed man sparked 
protests that degenerated into 
a nationally televised win- 

dow-smashing spree. 
“Oakland is a great city 

that is stumbling,” said Terry 
Jones, a sociology professor 
at California State Univer- 

sity, East Bay. 
Some of Oakland’s woes, 

such as steep unemployment, 
are longstanding issues that 
have grown worse because of 

the recession. Other troubles 

are not directly under City 
Hall’s control, including the 

shooting, which involved a 

separate transit agency. 
Problems in the police 

force are at the core of many 
of the woes, which include 

questions about the handling 
of a journalist’s killing. 

California Attorney Gen- 
eral Jerry Brown 

Oakland’s previous mayor 
is probing the police investi- 

gation into the death of Oak- 
land Post Editor Chauncey 
Bailey, who was shot in 2007 
while walking to work. 

Ron Dellums, the charis- 
matic 1960s activist who 

served 13 terms in Congress 
before becoming mayor two 

years ago, sought the outside 
review after news reports 

suggested the lead detective 
on the case ignored important 
evidence, which the depart- 
ment has denied. 

Meanwhile, a dozen offic- 
ers face disciplinary action 
for allegedly lying to obtain 
search warrants in drug 
cases. And a commander is 

on paid leave in connection 

Oakland Mayor Ron Dellums gestures while talking to reporters and staff members in his 

office at City Hall. The city has been gripped by a scary and startling level of violence. 
with his handling of an al- 

leged police beating in 2000, 
which led to a $10 million 
lawsuit. 

Then on New Year’s Day, 
a White Bay Area Rapid 
Transit police officer shot 
and killed an unarmed Black 

man in front of horrified pas- 

sengers at a rail station. Cell 

phone video of the shooting 
circulated widely on the 
Internet and led to huge street 

protests. 
Weeks later, Police Chief 

Wayne Tucker resigned 
shortly before several city 
council members were to 

give him a public vote of no 
confidence. 

“Somehow we don’t have 

the ability to manage our po- 
lice department,” Council- 
man Ignacio De La Fuente 
said. 

Dellums called on police 
to review the shooting, al- 

though the transit agency in- 
volved is not under city con- 
trol. The mayor said he un- 

derstood the outrage and sup- 

ported the demand for jus- 
tice. 

But violence is not the 

answer, Dellums said. “What 

made me cry, my friend, was 
because I sensed the same an- 

guish ... nearly 50 years ago.” 
In an Associated Press in- 

A man leaves flowers at the entrance of the police station 
in Oakland on Sunday. A suspect recently killed four cops. 

terview last week, Dellums 
took pride in the city’s suc- 
cesses, especially a recent dip 
in crime and his decision to 

fully staff the police depart- 
ment. But he also acknowl- 

edged Oakland’s challenges. 
In other problems, the city 

struggles with an unemploy- 
ment rate that reached 14 per- 
cent in January. 

Because of the recession, 
Oakland is also looking at a 

projected budget deficit of 

nearly $114 million over the 
next two years. 

Some people want to see 
Dellums take more decisive 

action. A recent outside re- 

port commissioned by the 

mayor’s office found that 
residents are proud of him, 
but many feel he heeds to be 

more visible. 

“This city needs some 
clear leadership, and it starts 

up top with the mayor,” said 
Dom Arotzarena, president 
of the Oakland Police Offic- 

ers Association. 

Defending his work ethic, 
Dellums said he is seeking a 
balance between behind-the- 

scenes work and communi- 

cating with residents. 
“Just running around be- 

ing visible doesn’t solve 

people’s problems,” he said. 
“It may make you feel 

good, but it doesn’t solve the 

problems.” 
Dellums also engineered 

a shake-up at City Hall, re- 

placing some department 
heads. 

“I feel like this is Mr. 

Dellums’ second half,” said 

Henry Hitz, coordinator of 
the community group Oak- 
land Parents Together. “I 
think he’s been doing things 
behind the scenes to get 

things aligned in a way that 
most people don’t even rec- 

ognize.” 
Oakland’s big hope is that 

Dellum’s long track record 
and contacts in Washington 
will help the city attract fed- 
eral stirhulus money. 

The city has proposed 
about $3 billion in new 

projects, including creating 

thousands of green jobs, es- 

tablishing community polic- 
ing programs and improving 
streets. 

Dellums believes he can 

make the case that Oakland 

is a good place to spend fed- 
eral dollars on urban prob- 
lems such as energy conser- 

vation. 

“We need to seize the 

moment,” he said. 
The police chief was not 

the only top city official to 
leave. 

Last summer, Dellums 

fired City Administrator 
Deborah Edgerly amid alle- 

gations she interfered with a 

police investigation involv- 

ing her nephew, an alleged 

gang member. She has de- 
nied wrongdoing. 

Greg Hodge, a former 
school board member and 

member of the city’s 
Workforce Investment 

Board, sees Oakland at a 

crossroads. 

“Oakland mirrors what is 

happening nationally, where 
on one hand, we are at a mo- 
ment of extreme hope and 

optimism,” he said. “And on 
the other, we have great anxi- 

ety and virtual panic. 
“It can go either way.” 

HUD plans have benefits for Blacks 
By Zenitha Prince 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
WASHINGTON (NNPA) 
Black homeowners who 

were unfairly targeted for the 

subprime mortgages that 

helped topple the American 

economy now face the threat 

of similar predatory prac- 
tices, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
Secretary Shaun Donovan 
told African-American re- 

porters this week. 
“We had many unscrupu- 

lous financial institutions, 
brokers and others that led 

folks down the wrong paths 
with these subprime and 

predatory practices. Unfortu- 

nately, we’re now seeing 
some of those same people 
that got folks into trouble in 

the first place migrating over 
into foreclosure scams,” 
Donovan said. 

“So we have people who 
are on the edge of foreclo- 

sure, who are in a desperate 
situation that are hearing 
things that are, frankly, too 

good to be true.” 

Confronting this burgeon- 
ing threat will be part of the 
Obama administration’s ef- 

forts to address the current 

foreclosure crisis and 

strengthen HUD’s perfor- 
mance moving forward. 

“We need to make sure 

that these kinds of scams are 

stopped as quickly as pos- 
sible,” the secretary said, “[to 
ensure] that folks who have 
been victimized already by 
subprime or predatory mort- 

gage practices aren’t victim- 
ized once again.” 

Donovan, a HUD 

undersecretary during the 
Clinton administration, said 

they also want to make sure 
the perpetrators are held ac- 

countable through revised 
and enforced regulation. 

“We had many unscrupu- 
lous financial institutions, 

brokers and others that led 

folks down the wrong paths 
with these subprime and 

predatory practices.” 
He said, “It’s become very 

clear to me in my short time 

back at HUD that the fair 

housing enforcement respon- 
sibility that HUD has as part 
of its central mission has 

been woefully underfunded 
and neglected under the prior 
administration. So, one of my 
top priorities is to reinvigo- 
rate the fair housing function 
here.” 

President Obama’s bud- 

get, slated for release next 

month, will reflect the “high 
priority” nature of this issue 
to the new White House, 

Donovan said. 

“I think you will see a re- 

newed commitment to fair 

housing enforcement, includ- 

ing enforcement around 

lending violations that dis- 

proportionately targeted Af- 
rican-Americans and other 

minority communities.” 
The new HUD chief said 

success on these and other 

fronts demands cooperation 
and communication among 
different government agen- 

(See Housing, Page 5) 


