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LOS ANGELES (NNPA) 
Southern Christian Lead- 

ership Council (SCLC) offi- 
cials announced the resigna- 
tion of their president Charles 
Steele Jr. last week and im- 

mediately afterwards a 

groundswell of rumors fo- 
cused on Rev. Eric Lee of the 

Greater Los Angeles Chapter 
as his replacement. 

Citing his desire to make 
“a career change decision.” 
Steele, 62, said, “the time is 

right to bring on new leader- 

ship.” 
However, he announced, 

he would still be a consultant 

to the civil rights organization 
co-founded by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Steele held the position 
since 2004, a time when 

SCLC was headed for bank- 

ruptcy, it was reported. He 
was able to turn things around 

financially and he also over- 
saw the building of conflict 
resolution centers overseas 

and a new site for the national 

headquarters. 
SCLC Vice President 

Byron Clay will serve as 

president until a replacement 
for Steele is found, officials 
said. 

Rev. Eric R Lee is Presi- 

dent/CEO of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence of Greater Los Angeles 
and Chairman/President of 

the California Christian 

Leadership Conference, the 

parent organization for seven 
of the California SCLC 

Chapters. 
Lee has been instrumen- 

tal in increasing membership 
and managing the largest fi- 
nancial budget of any chap- 
ter outside of the national 

headquarters. 
“There is no other person 

that I can think of to lead the 

national SCLC into the new 

millennium than Eric Lee,” 
stated Los Angeles City 
Councilman Bernard Parks. 

A Diversity Task Force 
member, Lee has been work- 

ing to reintegrate African- 
Americans into the hotel and 

restaurant industries in Cali- 

fornia. He’s a founding mem- 
ber of the Alliance for Equal 
Opportunity in Education, a 

collaboration of organiza- 
tions in Los Angeles leading 
the fight against UCLA’s ad- 
mission policies for Black 
students. In addition, he is a 
co-founder of the Knowledge 
Transfer Summit, an African- 
American Leadership Fo- 
rum. 

Lee has a B .S. in Political 

Economies of Industrial So- 

cieties from UC Berkeley 
and a Masters in Pastoral 

Studies from Azusa Pacific 

University. He is an affiliate 
member of the Black Busi- 

ness Association, Recycling 
Black Dollars, 100 Black 
Men of Los Angeles, and 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. 
“At this time my primary 

focus is on the chapter that I 
have been selected to lead, 
but my commitment for the 

SCLC would not prevent me 

from doing whatever I’m 
asked of on any level,” Lee 
said. 

Treasurer of the Los An- 

geles SCLC Board Danny J. 
Bakewell Jr. suggested that, 
“Eric Lee is certainly quali- 
fied because the Los Ange- 

(See SCLC, Page 11) 

Chris Brown 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Brown was arrested Sunday night after 

surrendering to police, who sought the 19- 

year-old singer when a woman identified 
him as the attacker during a fight the night 
before. Numerous media outlets, citing 
sources and police officials who were not 
named, have identified the woman as 20- 

year-old Rihanna, Brown’s longtime girl- 
friend. 

Though an initial police news release 
indicated that they were investigating a bat- 

tery on a woman who was injured, Brown 
was booked only on suspicion of making a 
criminal threat, a felony. Police have said 
that prosecutors would determine what 

charges, if any, were warranted. 

The district attorney’s kicking the case 
back to police could signal that prosecu- 
tors are seeking to build stronger charges 
against Brown; or it could mean the cur- 

rent evidence is too flimsy or has holes that 
would drop it to a misdemeanor or make it 

go away altogether, Loyola University law 

professor Stan Goldman said. 

“Sending it back certainly isn’t the death 

penalty,” Goldman said. 
“If you’re Chris Brown,” he added, “it’s 

both bad and good. 
A police spokeswoman said the depart- 

ment had no comment about the district 

attorney’s decision. 
The department has said it was alerted 

to the incident in the upscale Hancock Park 

neighborhood by a 911 call, but have pro- 
vided few official details beyond the initial 

report. Brown’s attorney and spokesman 
have not returned multiple calls and e- 
mails seeking comment since Sunday. 

Brown remains free on $50,000 bail. 
The allegations have at least momen- 

tarily tarnished Brown’s squeaky-clean im- 

age. At least one major sponsor, Wrigley, 
has suspended ad campaigns featuring the 

singer, who has scored with hits such as 
2005’s “Run It!” and a Grammy-nomi- 
nated duet with Jordin Sparks, “No Air.” 
WAKS-FM, a Cleveland-area radio sta- 

tion has stopped playing Brown’s music 
until the allegations are resolved after out- 

raged listeners called to criticize the singer. 
Stations in Pittsburgh and Indianapolis also 

reportedly pulled Brown’s music. 
Brown has withdrawn from public ap- 

pearances in Phoenix scheduled for this 

weekend before the NBA All-Star game. 
Rihanna on Tuesday postponed a planned 
concert in Malaysia. 

Brown and Rihanna, whose real name 
is Robyn Rihanna Fenty, skipped planned 
performances at Sunday’s Grammy 
Awards, leaving fellow recording artists to 

try to make sense of the allegations. 
Kanye West, who toured with Rihanna, 

said on Ryan Seacrest’s morning radio 
show Tuesday morning that the reports of 
abuse were “devastating. 

“I feel like, just as a person, I don’t care 
how famous she is or even if she just 
worked at McDonald’s, that should never 

happen,” West said on the show, which is 
broadcast on KIIS-FM in Los Angeles. “It 
should never come to that place. 
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