
Obama freezes salaries of top aides on staff 
Special to Sentinel-Voice 
WASHINGTON Presi- 

dent Barack Obama’s first 

public act in office Wednes- 
day was to institute new lim- 
its on lobbyists in his White 
House and to freeze the sala- 

ries of high-paid aides, in a 
nod to the country’s eco- 
nomic turmoil. 

Announcing the moves 
while attending a ceremony 
in the Eisenhower Executive 

Office Building to swear in 
his staff, Obama said the 

steps “represent a clean break 
from business as usual.” 

The pay freeze, first re- 

ported by The Associated 
Press, would hold salaries at 

their current levels for the 

roughly 100 White House 

employees who make over 
$100,000 a year. “Families 
are tightening their belts, and 
so should Washington,” said 
the new president, taking of- 
fice amid startlingly bad eco- 
nomic times that many fear 

will grow worse. 

Those affected by the 
freeze include the high-pro- 
file jobs of White House 
chief of staff, national secu- 

rity adviser and press secre- 
tary. Other aides who work 

in relative anonymity also 
would fit into that cap if 

Obama follows a structure 

similar to the one George W. 

Bush set up. 

Obama’s new lobbying 
rules will not only ban aides 
from trying to influence the 
administration when they 
leave his staff, those already 
hired will be banned from 

working on matters they have 
previously lobbied on, or to 
approach agencies that they 
once targeted. 

The rules also ban lobby- 
ists from giving gifts of any 
size to any member of his 

administration. It wasn’t im- 

mediately clear whether the 
ban would include the tradi- 

tional “previous relation- 
ships” clause, allowing gifts 
from friends or associates 
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string of controversial police shootings in 
African-American communities. 

Crime escalation is often the result of eco- 

nomic recession, Obama said. His economic 

recovery package includes more police on the 
streets to help deter crime. But, unjust police 
practices will not go unheeded either, he said. 

“It is important that police officers receive 
effective training. And I think that my Jus- 
tice Department is going to be in a position 
to work with local and state officials to pro- 
vide the kinds of training that allows for ef- 
fective law enforcement, but also fair and just 
law enforcement.” 

Obama appointee Eric Holder will soon 
become the nation’s first Black attorney gen- 
eral to head the Justice Department if he is 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate. 

Obama assumes power during one of the 
most tumultuous moments in American his- 

tory. The U.S. is engaged in war in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and there is escalating conflict 
in the Middle East. The military conflicts 
serve as backdrops for the nation’s economic 
crisis and a constant threat of terror. 

Asked if he is ever fearful, he said in a 

deeply serious tone, “The only thing I worry 
about is obviously the problems we face are 

I- 

huge. I worry about the speed with which 
Congress gets our recovery plan passed; then 
we can start dealing with the home foreclo- 
sure situation,” he said. 

He credits his faith and a supportive and 
loving wife and family for keeping him 
“cool” as some have described him. Their 

daughters, Malia, 10, and Sasha, 7, joined 
him on the train tour, bouncing onto the stage 
together in Philadelphia. 

“They’re handling this transition wonder- 
fully. And Michelle is so steady and so sup- 
portive,” his voice lowers with affection. 
“Faith makes a huge difference; and then just 
confidence in the American people.” 

Preparing to take the presidential oath of 
office Jan. 20, he said he will be forever 

grateful for the civil rights struggles that put 
him there. 

“Thanks to all our ancestors and earlier 

generations that fought, struggled and some 
died to give me this opportunity,” he said. 

Among those warriors was the historic 
Black Press, which will celebrate its 182nd 

year of existence during Black Press Week 
in March this year. 

Reaffirming a commitment to host a 

White House event in honor of the anniver- 

sary, Obama said, “We’ll look forward to it.” 

WALKING THE WALK 
President Barack Obama, the newly sworn in 44th president of the United States, 
waves as he and his wife Michelle walk down Pennsylvania Avenue during the 
Inaugural Parade in Washington on Tuesday. The parade lasted well into the night. 

with which an employee 
comes in with strong ties. 

The new rules also require 
that anyone who leaves his 

administration is not allowed 

to try to influence former 

friends and colleagues for at 
least two years. Obama is re- 

quiring all staff to attend an 
ethics briefing like one he 
said he attended last week. 

Obama called the rules 

tighter “than under any other 
administration in history.” 
They followed pledges dur- 
ing his campaign to be strict 
about the influence of lobby- 
ist in his White House. 

“The new rules on lobby- 
ing alone, no matter how 
tough, are not enough to fix 
a broken system in Washing- 
ton,” he said. “That’s why 
I’m also setting rules that 
govern not just lobbyists but 
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all those who have been se- 

lected to serve in my admin- 

istration.” 

In an attempt to deliver on 

pledges of a transparent gov- 
ernment, Obama said he 

would change the way the 
federal government inter- 

prets the Freedom of Infor- 

mation Act. He said he was 

directing agencies that vet 
requests for information to 

err on the side of making in- 
formation public not to 

look for reasons to legally 
withhold it an alteration 

to the traditional standard of 

evaluation. 

Just because a govern- 
ment agency has the legal 
power to keep information 
private does not mean that it 
should, Obama said. Report- 
ers and public-interest groups 
often make use of the law to 

explore how and why gov- 
ernment decisions were 

made; they are often stymied 
as agencies claim legal ex- 
emptions to the law. 

“For a long time now, 
there’s been too much se- 

crecy in this city,” Obama 
said. 

He said the orders he was 

issuing Wednesday will not 
“make government as honest 

and transparent as it needs to 

be” nor go as far as he would 

like. 

“But these historic mea- 

sures do mark the beginning 
of a new era of openness in 

our country,” Obama said. 
“And I will, I hope, do some- 
thing to make government 
trustworthy in the eyes of the 
American people, in the days 
and weeks, months and years 
to come.” 
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Clark County Community 
Resources Management Division 

has Summer Jobs 

"Providing Today's Students With 
Opportunities For Tomorrow" 

Students must be a Junior, Senior or 
College Freshman by the Fall of 2009 

to qualify for the Internship. 

Applications can be picked up at the 
Clark County Government Center, 
Community Resources Management 

Division, 5th floor 
50D S. Grand Central Parkway 

or 

KCEP Radio Station 

330 W. Washington Ave. 

Application Deadline marcn 6, zoos 

For more information, contact 

455.242Gor455.3D97 


