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NEW YORK (NNPA) —
Three New York City police
officers were indicted in
early December for the al-
leged sodomy of a 24-year-
old tattoo artist, after the man
was arrested for allegedly
smoking marijuana outside
of a Brooklyn subway sta-
tion.

Richard Kern, 25, a four-
year veteran, is charged with
the most serious crime of us-
ing a baton to violate Michael
Mineo in October. Officers
Alex Cruz and Andrew Mo-
rales were indicted on the
charge that they tried to cover
up the sodomy.

Rev. Al Sharpton, of the

National Action Network,
was the first civil rights
leader to appear at Mineo's
side — even as the police
department’s Internal Affairs
Division and the media said
there was no sodomy.

Rev. Sharpton told audi-
ences at weekly National
Action Network meetings in
Harlem headquarters that in-
coming attorney general in
the Barack Obama adminis-

tration must make investigat- |

ing police brutality a prior-
ity.

“We must go to the attor-
ney general and deal with the
issue of police misconduct,”
Sharpton said. Obama’s
choice for attorney general is
Eric Holder, a former deputy

attorney general in the
Clinton administration.

New Yorkers are recalling
the 1997 sodomizing of Hai-
tian immigrant, Abner
Louima, by an NYPD officer
with a broomstick.

The guilty officer was
sentenced to 30 years in
prison; a second officer was
given a five-year sentence for
perjury.

Ron Hampton, president
of the Washington-based Na-
tional Black Police Associa-
tion, told the Final Call that
he agrees with Rev.
Sharpton’s call for the attor-
ney general to prioritize stop-
ping police misconduct. “If
it’s Eric Holder, he has a
monumental job of cleaning

Big gaps in what we say,
do about beating racism

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Think you wouldn’t tolerate
aracist act? Think again, says
a surprising experiment that
exposed some college stu-
dents to one and found indif-
ference at best.

Here’s the scene: Re-
searchers in Toronto re-
cruited 120 non-Black York
University students for what
purported to be a psycholog
study.

A participant was directed
to a room where two actors
posing as fellow participants
— one Black, one White —
waited. The Black person
said he needed to retrieve a
cell phone and left, gently
bumping the White person’s
leg on the way out. The
White actor then did one of
three things: Nothing. Said,
“I hate when Black people do
that.” Or used the N-word.

Then a researcher entered
and said the “psychology

study” was starting and that
the student should pick one
of the two others as a partner
for the testing.

Half the participants just
read about that scene, and
half actually experienced it.

Those asked to predict
their reaction to either com-
ment said they'd be highly
upset and wouldn’t choose
the White actor as their part-
ner.

Yet students who actually
experienced the event didn’t
seem bothered by it — and
nearly two-thirds chose the
White actor as a partner, the
researchers report recently in
the journal Science.

*“It’s like these nasty rac-
ist comments aren’t having
an effect,” said York Univer-
sity psychology professor
Kerry Kawakami, the lead
author.

“It’s important to remind
people that just because a

Black man has been elected
as president doesn’t mean
racism is no longer a prob-
lem or issue in the States,”
she added.

The study can’t say why
people reacted that way, al-
though the researchers

_speculate that unconscious

bias is at work.

They have new experi-
ments under way to see if
maybe these witnesses sup-
press that they’re upset to
avoid confrontation.

“The failure of people to
confront or do anything
about racist comments is
pretty widespread in the real
world,” said Indiana Univer-
sity psychologist Eliot R.
Smith, who co-wrote a re-
view of the experiment.
“People may feel uncomfort-
able if someone makes a re-
mark like this, but it's rare
they will actually confront
them.”

CBC

(Continued from Page 2)
House Ways and Means
Committee. Two other CBC
members chair House com-
mittees. They are Rep.
Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.
of the Homeland Security
Committee and Edolphus
Towns, who chairs the House
Oversight Committee. In ad-
dition, there are 15 subcom-
mittee chairs who are CBC
members.

U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn,
D-S.C., the House majority
whip, is currently the high-
est ranking African-Ameri-
can in Congress.

The growing power of the
CBC is clearly bolstered by
Democratic majorities in

both houses.

“This will be an outstand-
ing year in the history of our
great nation,” Clyburn told
the audience at the swearing
in. He introduced House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi as a
“strong, steely petite
woman.”

Pelosi told the Caucus,
“Here we are in this incred-
ible, incredible time. With all
the good work, all of the in-
spiration, all of the volition,
leading the challenge with
much work undone, laying
the foundation for two
weeks, Barack Obama for
president of the United
States.”

The audience burst into

applause.

*“This is a great opportu-
nity and I think we’ll take ad-
vantage of it,” said Rep. Al
Green, D-Texas, at the re-
ception.

Rep. G. K. Butterfield, D-
N.C., newly elected CBC
secretary, was emphatic:
“The ‘CBC has the tremen-
dous responsibility to expose
and confront the disparities
that hurt our community,”
Butterfield said in a state-
ment. “With a solid Demo-
cratic majority and a power-
ful ally occupying The White
House, the African-Ameri-
can community can expect us
to be relentless in our effort
to empower our community.”

up a U.S. Justice Depart-
ment, so that it can get back
to being what a Justice De-
partment is suppose to be,”
Mr. Hampton said.
Sharpton, speaking to a
Chicago audience in mid De-
cember, again called for fed-
eral action against abusive
cops. “There’s still a problem
with criminal justice in this
country. The authorities must
enforce the laws that they
abide by,” Sharpton said.
“Police misconduct com-
plaints are up across the
U.S..,” Hampton noted. “And
we are seeing more and more
that there is a management
issue at the local level.”
Hampton, in discussing
the latest NYC cop abuse
case, said the Internal Affairs
Division set the tone when it
found no crime was commit-

ted in Mineo’s case. Then a
transit officer stepped for-
ward to tell the grand jury he
witnessed the alleged sod-
omy.

“People who are in charge
of the NYPD don’t want to
address the systemic issue of
police brutality and racial
profiling,” Hampton said. A
culture exists whereas the
police feel they can do what
they can get away with, he
said. “They say, ‘nothing is
going to happen tome.”” said
Hampton.

It is up to police depart-
ment leaders and managers to
set standards that don’t tol-
erate misconduct, he argued.

Back in September, ana-
lysts with the N.Y. Civil Lib-
erties Union (NYCLU)
warned that the NYPD
seemed headed towards a

record number of stop and
frisks of people, particularly
people of color. The rights
organization said in the first
quarter of 2008, 145,098
stops had been made — the
highest quarterly rate since
the NYPD started keeping
data on the controversial pro-
cedure.

Through September,
some 391,000 people had
been arbitrarily stopped and
searched.

The NYPD stopped
508,540 people in 2007, up
from 97,296 in 2002, when
the recording of the data be-
gan. In 2006 the number had
dropped to 468,932, The
NYCLU said 86 4 percent of
the people stopped were
Black and Latino, while
Whites constituted 2.6 per-
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The Las Vegas Black Historical Society
proudly presents

Cbamea

W

Starring Phil Flowers

Featuring Freda Payne

“A Tough Act to Follow” Band

And Other Special Surprise Guest Artists.
There will be Delicious Food, Dancing, Gifts,
Prizes, Vendors, and Lots of Fun.

Tuesday, January 20, 2009, 6:00 pm

Plaza Hotel  Triple Crown Ballroom
One Main Street ® Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

Proceeds to establish a Black historical and cultural center in Las Vegas
501(c)3 state-chartered organization
Tickets are: $44.00 (To Commemorate Our 44th President), $55.00, $75.00
Tickets may be purchased at the Plaza Hotel Promotions Booth
No tickets sold at the door

For information, call Ward 5 Chamber of Commerce 646-2551 / 386-2110
or visit us at www.lasvegasobamaball.com




