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Gowhoys release troubled Adam ‘Pacman’ Jones

IRVING, Texas (AP) —
Troubled cornerback Adam
“Pacman” Jones must look
elsewhere in the NFL for an-
other chance. The Dallas
Cowboys are done with him.

Jones was released
Wednesday by the Cowboys
following a turbulent season
in which he was suspended
six games for an off-field
scuffle and made little impact
on the field.

Jones, expected to give
the Cowboys a boost on de-
fense and special teams, had
no interceptions and aver-
aged just 4.5 yards per punt
return. His release will be-
come official Feb. 9, the first
day NFL teams can make
waiver requests.

“He was surprised, and I
think he was obviously
somewhat hurt,” said
Worrick Robinson, Jones’
Nashville, Tenn.-based attor-
ney. “At the same time, he
understands the business be-
hind what is happening
here.”

Jones’ attorney added he
expects the cormnerback will
be back with some team in
2009,

“He is young. He has a lot
of ability and he is eager to

Ex-Viking: Minn.
cops abused me

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
Vikings great Carl Eller sued
the Minneapolis Police De-
partment on Monday, alleg-
ing officers violated his civil
rights, used excessive force
and concealed videotape evi-
dence when they subdued
him during an arrest last
April.

The Hall of Fame player
was arrested after he alleg-
edly drove through a stop
sign and narrowly missed hit-
ting a squad car. Officers fol-
lowed him home, where they
say he became combative.
He was charged with fourth-
degree assault and making
terroristic threats, which are
felonies, and driving while
impaired and refusing to take
a chemical test for alcohol,
which are gross misdemean-
Ors.

Police dismisssed the law-
suit as baseless. The suit,
filed in federal court, seeks
damages of more than
$75,000, plus punitive dam-
ages.

“All of this truly could
have been prevented if Carl
had stopped at the initial in-
teraction with police,” said
Sgt. Jesse Garcia, a police
spokesman.

get back on the field.”
Robinson said.

Cowboys spokesman
Rich Dalrymple declined to
comment on the team’s deci-
sion and said owner Jerry
Jones was unavailable.
Coach Wade Phillips did not
immediately return a mes-
sage left by The Associated
Press.

The Cowboys traded for
Jones despite the
cornerback’s suspension for
the 2007 season after mul-
tiple off-field incidents while
with the Titans. He was given
another chance and cleared to
play in 2008 by commis-
sioner Roger Goodell.

But on Oct. 7, Jones got
into a scuffle with a body-
guard who was part of a
team-employed security de-
tail, :

A week later, Goodell sus-
pended the cornerback in-
definitely, which eventually
turned into a six-week sus-
pension, Jones missed a sev-
enth game later in the season
with an injury.

The 25-year-old Jones
spent part of his time away
from football taking part in
an alcohol rehabilitation pro-
gram.

Eller is to ge on trial on
the criminal charges this
week in Hennepin County
District Court. Prosecutors
have said that if he’s con-
victed, he'll likely face some
combination of up to a year
in jail and probation.

The 66-year-old former
defensive end has acknowl-
edged his struggles with sub-
stance abuse. He pleaded
guilty to driving under the
influence in 2006. He be-
came a treatment counselor
and has spoken publicly to
groups about the problems of
chemical dependency.

The lawsuit alleges that
officers used excessive force
when they struck Eller on the
head three times with a large
flashlight, used a choke hold
and shocked him multiple
times with two Taser stun
guns, even after he had lost
consciousness.

The suit contends that of-
ficers “maliciously and/or
recklessly” assaulted Eller
because he is Black, and did
so as part of 4 “tacit agree-
ment or conspiracy” to vio-
late the rights of African-
Americans in Minneapolis.

The actions were “mali-

(See Eller, Page 11)

*He was a young man
who needed the opportunity
to be in treatment, and he got
the treatment he needed,”
Robinson said. “He came out
of there a better person and a

healthier person because of

that.”

Robinson said he did not
think Jones’ suspension was
a factor in the Cowboys” de-
cision to release the
cornerback.

“We don’t have any rea-
son to believe at this point
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that that off-the-field incident
had anything to do with the
team’s decision today.”
Robinson said. I know there
was certainly a lot of bad that
came out of that situation, but
there was some good that
came out of that situation as
well.”

Jones had 31 tackles, a
forced fumble and a fumble

recovery. On special teams,

he averaged 22.1 yards on
seven kickoff returns. The
yearlong ban in 2007 and six-

s

week suspension in 2008
contributed to Jones playing
below expectations,
Robinson said.

“Being off a year is cer-
tainly going to affect most
every athlete,” Robinson
said,

“I think he made good
strides through training camp
and through the first few
games, and then I think his
six-game suspension did
knock him back a little bit.”

When Jones was traded to
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A SHOW THAT WILL INFORM, STIMULATE, AND EDUCATE YOU...

A SHOw BUILT AROUND THE SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF KWANZAA...

BLACK POWER

A SHOW THAT YoU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR...

A HALF-HOUR OF SPIRITED AND THOUGHT PROVOKING DIALOGUE...

TODAY’S HOT TOPICS

TUNE IN AND

CALL IN!

702.647.3688
702.647.2145 FAX

E-MAIL: BLKPWR4US(@YAHOO.COM
WWW.POWERSSLV.COM

Dallas in April, Tennessee re-
ceived a fourth-round draft
pick. The Titans were also
supposed to get a sixth-
rounder next year, but be-
cause Jones was suspended
again, Dallas will instead re-
ceive a fifth-round pick in
2009.

Before coming to Dallas,
Jones was arrested six times
and involved in 12 instances
requiring police intervention
after Tennessee drafted him
in the first round in 2005.
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