
Pacquiao dominates 
legendary De la Hoya 
Speed, power key to dominating fight 

LAS VEGAS (AP) 
Manny Pacquiao dominated 
his bigger and more famous 

opponent from the opening 
bell Saturday night, giving 
Oscar De La Hoya such a 

beating he declined to come 

out of his corner after the 

eighth round. 
The fight was so lopsided 

and De La Hoya looked so 

inept that it could spell the 
end for boxing’s richest and 
most marketable star. 

It was only the second 
time in De La Hoya’s 16-year 
pro career that he was 

stopped in a fight, and it was 

made even more shocking 
because it came at the hands 
of a fighter who fought at just 
129 pounds months earlier. 
At the age of 35 he seemed 
not only well beyond his 

prime, but unable to offer any 
answer to the punches that 

Pacquiao was landing almost 
at will. 

De La Hoya’s left eye was 

closed shut as he sat on his 
stool after the eighth round 
and the ring doctor, referee 
and his cornermen discussed 
his condition. De La Hoya 
offered no complaints when 
his corner decided he had 

enough, getting up from his 
stool and walking to the cen- 

ter of the ring to congratulate 
the victor. 

“You’re still my idol,” 
Pacquiao told him. 

“No, you’re my idol,” De 
La Hoya said. 

Two of the three ringside 
judges scored all eight 
rounds for Pacquiao, while a 

third gave De La Hoya only 
the first round. The Associ- 
ated Press scored every 
round for the winner. 

De La Hoya was taken to 

a hospital for precautionary 
reasons after the fight. 

The fight was lopsided 
from the beginning, with 

Pacquiao landing punch af- 
ter punch while De La Hoya 
chased after him, trying to 

catch him with a big punch. 
Pacquiao was winning big 
even before the seventh 

round, when he was pound- 
ing De La Hoya against the 
ropes in his comer and catch- 

ing him with huge shots that 
knocked him across the ring. 

De La Hoya remained 

upright, but with one eye 
closed and his reflexes seem- 

ingly gone there was no 

chance he was going to land 
the big punches he would 
have needed to turn the fight 

around. Ringside statistics 
showed Pacquiao landed 45 

power punches in the seventh 
round to just four for De La 

Hoya. 
“He’s just a great fighter,” 

De La Hoya said. “I have 
nothing bad to say about him. 
He prepared like a true cham- 

pion.” 
Pacquiao (48-3-2, 36 

knockouts) came up two 

weight classes to fight for his 

biggest purse ever, while De 
La Hoya dropped down to 

meet him at 147 pounds. 
Though De La Hoya (39-6) 
towered over Pacquiao and 
had a big reach advantage 
over him, Pacquiao had no 

trouble getting inside what 
few jabs De La Hoya threw 
to land his shots. 

Pacquiao was credited 
with landing 224 of 585 

punches to just 83 of 402 for 
De La Hoya. 

“We knew we had him 
after the first round,” 
Pacquiao’s trainer, Freddie 
Roach said. “He had no legs, 
he was hesitant and he was 

shot.” 
Roach trained De La 

Hoya in his last big fight a 

year ago and said De La 

Hoya simply couldn’t throw 

punches when he needed in 
that fight. That was magni- 
fied even more against 
Pacquiao, who not only was 

as elusive as Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. but threw 
punches back that kept De La 

Hoya off pace. 
“Freddie, you’re right,” 

De La Hoya told the trainer 
after the fight. “I just don’t 
have it anymore.” 

If De.La Hoya’s career is 
over, it will be the end of a 

remarkable story that began 
when he won the Olympic 
gold medal in Barcelona in 

1992 and went on to become 
the biggest box office attrac- 

tion in the sport. But while 
he sold tickets, there were 

whispers long before the 

fight that he had nothing left. 

“My heart still wants to 

fight, that’s for sure,” De La 

Hoya said. 
“But when your physical 

doesn’t respond, what can 

you do? I have to be smart 

and make sure I think about 

my future plans.” 
De La Hoya not only 

dropped down to fight for the 
first time at 147 pounds in 

seven years, but actually 
came into the ring unoffi- 

cially weighing less than 

Pacquiao. Both fighters got 
on scales in their dressing 
rooms and De La Hoya was 

147 while Pacquiao was 148 
and a half. 

Pacquiao earned his big- 
gest purse ever, a guaranteed 
$11 million, while De La 

Hoya was expected to make 
at least twice that in a fight 
by the time all the pay-per- 
view revenues are totaled up. 

WBC 
lightweight 
champion 
Manny 
Pacquiao 
connects 
with a right 
to the head 

of Oscar De 
La Hoy a 

during the 
seventh 
round of 
their welter- 
weight bout 
in Las 

Vegas, on 

Saturday. 
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BLACK POWER 
A Show That Will Inform, Stimulate, and Educate You... 

BUCK POWER 
A Show Built Around The Seven Principles Of Kwanzaa... 

BLACK POWER 
A Show That You Have Been Waiting For... 

Friday 9am ,| 
ON KCEP-88. i |f 

BLACK POWER 
A Half-Hour Of Spirited And Thought Provoking Dialogue... 

Today’s Hot Topics 

TUNE IN AND 
CALL IN! 

702.647.3688 

702.647.2 145 FAX 

E-MAIL: BLKPWR4US@YAHOO.COM 
www.power88lv.com 
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