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— In selecting Rep. Barbara 
Lee, D-Calif., as its new 

chair, the Congressional 
Black Caucus chose one of 
its most progressive mem- 

bers who, days after Sept. 11, 
2001, was the only person in 

Congress to vote against au- 

thorizing the use of force in 

Iraq. 
Hailed as a hero among 

anti-war activists, she re- 

ceived numerous death 
threats for her vote against 
the war, forcing Capitol Hill 

police to provide special pro- 
tection for her. 

An early supporter of 
Barack Obama’s candidacy 
for the presidency — when 

many of her fellow Black 
Caucus members endorsed 
Obama’s Democratic rival, 
Hillary Clinton — Lee re- 

mains one of the war’s stron- 

gest critics. She has pledged 
to continue to advocate on 

behalf of a progressive 
agenda that includes ending 
the war in Iraq. 

“President-elect Obama 
has indicated that he wants to 

bring the troops home and we 

will work with him on that,” 
Lee said. “This war should 
have never been waged and 
it is good to have a president 
who has taken that position. 
We know that it will not hap- 
pen overnight, but we know 
that it will get done.” 

Lee was chosen last week 
to lead the 43-member Black 
Caucus which elects new of- 
ficers for a two-year election 

cycle before each new Con- 

gress convenes in January. 
Lee becomes the fifth 

woman to chair the CBC. Her 
immediate predecessor is 

Carolyn Kilpatrick, D-Mich. 
Others were former Rep. 
Cardiss Collins, D-I1L, 
Maxine Waters, D-Calif., and 
Eddie Bernice Johnson, D- 

Texas. 

Lee, 62, represents the cit- 
ies of Oakland, Berkeley and 
the Castro Valley in North- 
ern California. The district 
has a plurality of Whites at 

35 percent, with Blacks 26 

percent, Latinos 18 percent 
and Asians 15 percent. 

The district is considered 
to have one of the most lib- 
eral constituencies in the 

country, according to the 
2008 edition of The Almanac 

of American Politics. Oak- 
land is predominantly Black 
while Berkeley is predomi- 
nantly White, very progres- 
sive and well-educated. The 
Castro Valley is 70 percent 
White with a more moderate 

population. 

“President-elect 
Obama has 
indicated that he 
wants to bring the 

troops home and 
we will work with 
him on that. ” 
— Rep. Barbara Lee 

Lee was first elected to 

Congress in 1998 after win- 

ning a special election due to 

the retirement of Ronald 
Dellums, who is now mayor 
of Oakland. She has been 

easily re-elected ever since. 
A proponent of creating a 

cabinet-level Department of 

Peace, Lee was one of 1,000 
American women nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize by 
an organization called 1,000 
Women for the Nobel Peace 
Prize 2005. In addition to ad- 

vocating for an end to the war 

in Iraq, she has also been a 

leader in the worldwide 
movement to stop genocide 
in Darfur, a region in The 
Sudan in Africa. 

Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action, a liberal lobby- 
ing group, has consistently 
given Lee a “90” percent rat- 

ing while the NAACP rates 

her “100.” The American 
Conservative Union has rou- 

tinely rated her “0.” 
Lee said her election as 

chair comes at an exciting 
moment in American history. 
“It is very humbling and an 

honor to serve my col- 

leagues,” she said. “I will 
work to make sure that the 
CBC will continue to be the 
‘conscience of the Congress.’ 
With the election of Barack 
Obama as president, a former 
member of our caucus, this 
is a historic moment for us 

and we have the chance to get 
things done.” 

She said that even though 
Obama was a member of the 
CBC, she expected no spe- 
cial favors from him. 

“We never anticipated any 
special regard or special re- 

lationship from President- 
elect Obama,” Lee told The 
Associated Press. “We are all 
members of Congress. We 
have many caucuses in this 

Congress. “All of our cau- 

cuses have a specific agenda. 
He has an agenda and we all 
have to come together to 

make sure that there becomes 
a consensus agenda,” she 
added. 

\ 
“I will work to make sure 

that the CBC will continue to 

be the ‘conscience of the 

Congress.’” 
Other key issues on which 

Lee expects to work closely 
with the White House in- 
clude advocating more ag- 
gressively to stop the spread 

of HIV/AIDS and ending 
predatory lending. 

The foreclosure crisis, she 
said, “hits women, children 
and people of color particu- 
larly hard” and she will con- 

tinue to fight “to keep people 
in their homes.” 

“Foreclosures just don’t 
hurt the family that is being 
put out of their home, but it 
affects the whole commu- 

nity,” she said. “The property 
value of neighborhoods goes 
down, the way of life goes 
down and governments can- 

not collect taxes. If we can 

stop these unfair foreclosures 
and work to keep people in 

their homes and communities 
solvent, everyone will ben- 
efit.” 

Lee expects to have an 

ally in Congress with her fel- 
low San Francisco Bay col- 

league House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif. Also, Rep. 
Henry Waxman, D-Calif., 
another good friend and Lee 

ally, was elected last week to 

chair the powerful Energy 
and Commerce Committee. 
And Rep. James Clybum, D- 

S.C., a CBC member, is the 

House Majority Whip, which 

is third in line to the 

Speaker’s position. 
CBC members will also 

chair key committees such as 

Judiciary (John Conyers, D- 

Mich.), Homeland Security 
(Bennie Thompson, D- 

Miss.), as well as Ways and 
Means (Charles Rangel, D- 

N.Y.), in addition to numer- 

ous subcommittees. 
The Congressional Black 

Caucus claims 43 members 
with a possible reduction by 
one if Illinois Democratic 
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Move From Renter To Owner 
Buy Your First Home 
Join us for a free seminar and learn more 

about buying a home in today's market 

We invite you to come and enjoy this dynamic session, where you'll learn about: 
• FHA financing 
• Renovation 

• Down payment assistance programs 
• Foreclosure property financing 
• Bond programs 
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December 13, 2008 
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Nevada Partners 
710 W. Lake Mead Blvd. 
North Las Vegas, NV 

RSVP today at 702-765-3409 
Continental breakfast will be served 
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