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— After a fierce fight of two 

years to change the course of 

history, U. S. Sen. Barack 
Obama has been elected the 
first African-American presi- 
dent of the United States. 

His win culminates an 

American history that ex- 

pands from Black slavery to 

Jim Crow to a modern-day 
Civil Rights Movement still 
marked by institutional rac- 

ism. 
“America is in the process 

and has taken the first step of 

turning from darkness unto 

light, turning from war unto 

piece, turning from exploita- 
tion of the poor by the pow- 
erful to equal opportunity and 
economic justice,” said civil 

rights icon Rev. Joseph 
Lowery in an interview. “It’s 
a great moment for America.” 

In awe, America has 

paused to celebrate this vic- 

tory. 
“If there is anyone out 

there who still doubts that 
America is a place where all 

things are possible, if you’re 
still wondering if the dream 
of our founders is alive in our 

time, if you still question the 

power of our Democracy, to- 

night is your answer,” Obama 

began his victory speech be- 
fore a screaming Chicago 
crowd of more than 250,000 
“It’s the answer told by lines 
that stretched around schools 
and churches and other places 
like I’ve never seen, people 
who waited three hours, four 
hours, many for the first time 
in their lives because they 
believed that this time...that 
their voices could be that dif- 
ference.” 

He recalled his campaign 
strategy, which involved con- 

necting people from all walks 
of life from both traditionally 
Democratic and Republican 
states. 

“It was spoken by young 
and old, rich and poor, Demo- 
crat and Republican, Black, 
White, Hispanic, Asian, Na- 

tive-American, gay, straight, 
disabled and not disabled, 
Americans who sent a mes- 

sage to the world that we have 
never been just a collection 
of individuals or a collection 
of red states and blue states: 

we are and always will be the 
Unites States of America,” he 

said as Blacks and Whites 
celebrated the win together. 

In an exclusive election 
eve message to Black leaders, 
Obama credited Black voters 

for his pending win, saying, 
“You have done this.” 

The Black Press is par- 
tially responsible for that vie- 
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President-elect Barack Obama’s supporters cheer as election results came in on Tuesday. 
Democratic Illinois Sen. Obama’s steamrolling victory over Republican Arizona Sen. John 
McCain elicited a wide range of emotions, from hugs and smiles to tears of joy. 
tory. 

“The Black vote has taken 
the high road,” said Ray 
Boone, editor/publisher of 
the Richmond Free Press in 

Richmondj Va., the former 

capital of the Confederacy, 
which elected a Democratic 
president for the first time in 
more than 40 years. 

“This marks a definitive 

departure from our shameful 

past. This only gives hope 
and pride to the fact that Vir- 

ginia contributed to the ad- 
vancement of the country and 

gives hope to the entire 
world,” Boone said. 

Obama graciously con- 

gratulated Republican Sen. 
John McCain for his hard 

fight in a tone that caused the 
audience to cheer. 

In contrast, McCain had 
to shush an audience who 
booed when he congratulated 
Obama in his concession 

speech. Still McCain gra- 
ciously congratulated Obama 
and even paid homage to the 
Black community for its vic- 

tory. 
“He managed to do so 

much by inspiring the hopes 
of some millions of Ameri- 
cans who once wrongly be- 
lieved they had little at stake 
or little influence in the elec- 
tion of an American presi- 
dent,” McCain said. “It is 

something I deeply admire 
and commend him for 

achieving. This is an historic 
election. I recognize the spe- 
cial significance itlias for Af- 

rican-Americans and for the 

special pride that must be 
theirs tonight.” 

Civil rights leaders rev- 

eled in the victory. Tears 
streamed the face of Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, a civil rights 

icon, watching Obama speak 
in Chicago. 

“This victory is the fruit 
of the struggle of many 
people who’ve gone by,” said 
National Urban League 
President and CEO Marc 
Morial. “People can now quit 
asking when will the day 
come when a Black man can 

be elected president of the 
United States.” 

The Obama win comes 

after a hard-fought race over 

the past two years as he 

struggled to prove himself; 
even in the Black commu- 

nity, which initially did not 

believe he could win due to 

White racism. 
The son of a Kenyan man 

and a White woman from 
Kansas, Obama initially re- 

ceived a slow reception from 
Black voters. 

In January and February 
of 2007, an ABC News- 
Washington Post poll 
showed his Democratic Pri- 

mary opponent Hillary 
Clinton at 40 points higher 
than Obama among African- 
Americans who had been 
asked their preference for the 
Democratic Primary. 

An earlier poll in Decem- 
ber of 2006 showed that 65 

percent of Whites to only 54 

percent of Blacks thought 
America would be willing to 

elect a Black president. 
“A lot of Black people, 

especially in the South, really 
didn’t think that a Black can- 

didate could be elected presi- 
dent. And they weren’t look- 

ing for a symbolic candidate. 

They were looking for some- 

body who was going to win,” 
said David Bositis, a special- 
ist on Black electoral politics 
at the Joint Center for Politi- 

cal and Economic Studies. 

Adding to the Black support 
for Clinton was the popular- 
ity of her husband, former 
President Clinton. 

But then there was a shift. 
“Once he won Iowa, there 

was some significant move- 

ment,” Bositis points out. 

The Jan. 3 Iowa primary 
caused the world to gasp that 
a Black man in America 
could win a presidential pri- 
mary in a state that was more 

than 95 percent White. 

Immediately, the pace of 
Obama’s support among 
Blacks escalated. An ABC 
News poll showed him at 60- 
40 percenf Black support 
over Clinton by mid January. 
Winning broad-based sup- 
port, he consistently main- 
tained more pledged del- 

egates than Clinton, a key 
factor in winning thenomi- 
nation. 

After Obama won the 
South Carolina primary Jan. 

26, his Black support sky- 
rocketed and solidified at 

more than 90 percent. That 

support remained consistent 
for the remainder of the cam- 

paign. 
Still, Obama weathered 

blistering racism, which in- 
cluded criticism of him after 
the airing of strong state- 

ments by his former pastor, 
Rev. Jeremiah Wright about 
America’s shortcomings and 
failures in international con- 

flicts. 
White males have always 

held the office of U. S. presi- 
dent. But, McCain had an 

uphill battle. His obstacles 
were a strongly unpopular 
war in Iraq, a devastated 

economy, and a Bush ap- 
proval rating at its lowest in 

two years, 29 percent, ac- 

cording to a Wall Street Jour- 

nal/NB.C News poll. 
The race appeared close 

toward the end, but even 

polls that periodically 
showed McCain running 
close to Obama couldn’t be 

believed, said David Bositis, 
senior analyst at the Joint 
Center for Political and Eco- 
nomic Studies. That’s be- 
cause the current telephone 
polls are not able to survey 
the cell phones of thousands 
— perhaps millions — of 
new youth voters who had 
become engaged in the race, 

primarily excited about 
Barack Obama, who they of- 
ten greeted like a rock star. 

The swell of voters among 
youth was largely due to the 
excitement of a new role 
model, the possibility of 
making history and also be- 
cause of the issues, said 
Melanie Campbell,president 
and CEO of the National 
Coalition for Black Civic 

Participation. 
“We tend to vote our emo- 

tions, not blind emotions, but 
we have to feel that this is 
really meaningful. The issues 
of the day, such as Katrina 
and what happened on the 
Gulf Coast had an impact in 
2006. We were upset and an- 

gry, but we also understood 
politically that we had to 

weigh in on the process,” 
Campbell said. 

The aspect of race or 

agenda is more than just 
about the skin, but it’s about 
the experience of disparities, 
prejudices and discrimina- 

tion, Campbell said. “It’s 
kind of the pain and the 

promise. It’s the pain of what 
we’re going through and the 

promise that somehow this 
vote can help impact that. I 
feel that we’re in that pain vs. 

promise moment.” 
In some Black districts, 

the electorate expanded as 

much as 188 percent, such as 

Virginia’s Tidewater District 

during Democratic Prima- 

ries, Campbell illustrates. 
The Joint Center deter- 

mined last year that the top 
issues for African-Americans 
were the war, healthcare and 
the economy, including jobs. 
Youth also talked about low- 

ering tuition rates, increasing 
Pell grants and the prospects 
of higher paying jobs when 

they graduate. 
Even after a bitter cam- 

paign, it seems McCain — in 
defeat — finally came to 

agree with Obama. 
“I’ve always believed that 

America offers opportunities 
to all who have the industry 
and will to seize it. Sen. 
Obama believes that too,” 
McCain said. 

Obama concluded, “It’s 
been a long time coming. But 

tonight, because of what we 

did on this day at this defin- 
ing moment, change has 
come to America.” 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Maryland Parkway 
Bus Rapid Transit Study 

The Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada (RTC) has conducted a 

transportation study of Maryland Parkway. The 
study's objective was to exarhine transit 

improvements such as the feasibility of a dedicated 
travel lane for Bus Rapid Transit (a dedicated lane 

for public transit vehicles providing 
express service). 

THE RTC WANTS YOUR INPUT 
Learn about Proposed Transit Improvement Options 

Public Meeting 
Tuesday, November 18,2008 

4:30 p.m.to 6:30 p.m. 
Cambridge Recreation Center 

3930 Cambridge St. 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Questions: (702) 676-1606 or rtcsnv.com 
TDD: (702)676-1834 

To request a Spanish or sign language interpreter, 
please call (702) 676-1606 at lease 48 hours 
before the scheduled meeting. 


