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WHITE PLAINS, N.Y.
(AP) — Officers who re-
sponded to Isiah Thomas’
home aftera 911 call report-
ing an overdose on sleeping
pills found a man passed out
on the floor and gave him
oxygen until an ambulance
arrived.

Authorities have not pub-
licly identified Thomas as
the victim, but a person fa-
miliar with the case has con-
firmed it was the former
Knicks coach and NBA star.
The person spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to the As-
sociated Press because of
privacy concerns.

On Tuesday, Harrison
Police Chief David Hall pro-
vided new details about last
week's emergency in which
officers were handed a bottle

of prescription pills at Tho-
mas’ Westchester County
home.

Hall said the bottle had a
name on it, but he would not
disclose the precise medica-
tion. He said police called the
overdose accidental because
there was no suicide note and
no indication the victim suf-
fered from depression.

Thomas has denied being
the victim, and Hall again
criticized the ex-coach for
saying it was his 17-year-old
daughter, Lauren, who re-
quired treatment.

“As parents, you try to
protect your kids; you don’t
say they did something when
it was you who did it,” Hall
said. “We know the differ-
ence between a 47-year-old
man and a teenager.”
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Witness: Thomas person at home after 911 call

Thomas® spokesman,
Jesse Derris, said, “This con-
tinues to be a private family
matter and the family re-
spectfully asks for privacy.”
A call to Knicks spokesman
Jonathan Supranowitz was
not immediately returned.
Thomas, fired as coach last
April, still works for the
team.

Some of the latest details
about the Thomas case were
first reported by Newsday.

Hall said the 911 call
made late last Thursday from
Thomas’ multimillion-dollar

home in the Purchase section
of Harrison went first to state
police, then to Harrison.
Harrison police on patrol
nearby got to the scene first,
saw a 47-year-old man on the
floor and went into “standard
operating procedure,” Hall
said. They administered oxy-
gen until an ambulance crew
arrived and took over, even-
tually lifting the man onto a
gurney and taking him to
White Plains Hospital.

He said it was his
department’s first call to Tho-
mas’ house. An emergency
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services log, with the names

of the caller and the patient:

blacked out, indicates the
ambulance arrived at the
house minutes before mid-
night.

Hall said someone at the
house gave his officers a pre-
scription bottle, and the of-
ficers gave it to the ambu-
lance crew so the hospital
doctors would know about it,
They then searched the house
for other medications that
might have been involved but
found none, he said.

As a player, Thomas won
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NBA titles with the Detroit
Pistons in 1989 and 1990 and
an NCAA championship
with Indidna in 1981. He
joined the Knicks as the team
president in 2003 and be-
came coach in June 2006 af-
ter Larry Brown was fired.
He- was fired as the
Knicks’ coach April 18 after
a season of dreadful basket-
ball, a tawdry sexual harass-
ment lawsuit and unending
chants from fans demanding
his dismissal. Still, he was
retained by the organization
as an adviser and consultant.

Former New York Knicks coach Isiah Thomas is at the
center of another controversy, this one about sleeping pills.

Sharpe, Woodson
more get Halltabs

CANTON, Ohio (AP) — Defensive end Bruce Smith, de-
fensive back Rod Woodson and tight end Shannon Sharpe
are among first-year candidates for induction into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.

The list includes 110 players, seven coaches and 16 con-
tributors, including former NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue
and longtime team owners Bud Adams, Jerry Jones, Art
Modell and Ralph Wilson.

Hall of Fame selectors will choose 25 candidates who
will be announced later this month as semifinalists. The field
will then be narrowed to 15 by a mail ballot.

The inductees will be selected from among those 15 and
the two senior nominees previously announced, Bob Hayes
and Claude Humphrey. They were selected in August by a
senior selection committee. :

The class of inductees will be chosen at the selection
committee’s annual meeting on Jan. 31, in Tampa, the day
before the 2009 Super Bowl. As few as four and as many as
seven can be selected.

To be considered for Hall of Fame election, a nominated
player or coach must be retired for at least five years. A con-
tributor, who has made outstanding career contributions to
pro football in capacities other than playing or coaching, may
still be active in his pro football career.
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