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Pete Gibson buys T-Shirt from Bill Evans. Voters in some
states have been told not to wear candidate shirts.

Candidate wear
risky at the polis

By Pharoh Martin
Special to Sentinel-Voice

WASHINGTON (NNPA) — Don’t wear campaign
paraphernalia to voting polls on election day Nov. 4 or
bring a sweater to cover it up, experts say.

“Whether or not they have a constitutional right to wear
[campaign memorabilia] we tell them to leave it at home
and avoid the hassle,” says Laughlin McDonald, Director
of ACLU Voting Right Project. “There is a Supreme Court
decision that prohibited campaigning within 100 feet of a
polling place; so we advise that if they do wear a cam-
paign button that they follow that state’s law, unless they
are trying to challenge it.”

Barbara Amwine. executive director for Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under the Law, a non-profit legal
organization that specializes in election law, agrees. She
says that there should be no open endorsement of a candi-
date because it helps voting sites remain neutral.

But, she says,
the law under local and state legislation.”

Thousands of voters have received emails and text mes-
sages informing them that they may have problems if they
show up to the voting booths wearing buttons, stickers
and T-shirts with the names of political candidates. In many
states, that could be true.

Maryland voter Alpatrick Golphin, 39, thought the
email he received was just another unsubstantiated rumor.

“I thought it was a joke like Ashton [Kutcher] was try-
ing to punk me,” he said. Golphin has voted in other elec-
tions, but this was the first time he’s heard anything about
this. He may not have heard about not being allowed to
wear his candidate’s T-shirt to the voting polls because
Maryland does not have a dress code, per se. But, it still
has laws against “electioneering” or campaigning inside a
voting poll.

It is a state’s decision how to regulate elections so long
as the elections are conducted fairly, says Federal Elec-
tions Commission spokesperson Bob Biersack. Because
there’s no federal provision, elections are administered by
the states.

Therefore, depending on what voting jurisdiction a citi-
zen resides in, casting a ballot while displaying any cam-
paign affiliations — including names or images on a hat,

(See T-shirts, Page 2)
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The Clark County Demo-
cratic Black Caucus and
Women for Obama will host
a march on Saturday. Partici-
pants are encouraged to ar-
rive at 9:30 a.m. March Early
for Change will start at 10
a.m. in the plaza at the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Statue at
the intersection of Carey Av-
enue and Martin Luther King
Boulevard.

From there, the proces-
sion will head west on Carey
Avenue to the early voting
location at Dr. William
Pearson Community Center.
Registered voters can cast
their vote at any early vote
polling location on Oct. 18-
31

After the march, County
Commissioner Lawrence
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Law enforcement attacks marchers in Alabama on the infamous day of “Bloody Sunday.”

Weekly, community leaders,
guest speakers and invited
celebrity guests will hold a
“Vote Early for Change
Rally.” Entertainment, food,
music and activities for chil-
dren will be available. This
event is free and open to the
public.

The march will com-

memorate the 54-mile trek
that 600 people made on
March 7, 1965 from Selma,
Alabama to that state’s capi-
tol.

The marchers sought to
shed light on the plight of
African-American civil and
voting rights. However, the
marchers were met with vio-

lence, largely at the hand of
law enforcement agencies.
The brutality was such that
the day earned the nickname
“Bloody Sunday.”

Those interested in more
information can call Yvette
Williams at (702) 596-2559
or send an e-mail
ccblackcaucus@gmail .com.
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John Stevens II holds an original
poll tax receipt given to his aunt
on Jan. 9, 1926. His aunt,
Madam Molly E. Carney, was
given the receipt after voting.
Poll taxes were one of several
programs used to discourage and

By John T. Stephens I1I
Special to Sentinel-Voice

On Nov. 4, Illinois Sen.
Barak Obama has the oppor-
tunity to make history as the
first African-American presi-
dent in U.S. history. If he is
elected, this will turn Ameri-
can politics on its ear while
simultaneously proving to a
new generation of citizens
that anything is indeed pos-
sible.

The road to this poten-
tially historic moment has
been peppered with potholes.
John T. Stephens II knows
this firsthand. As the author
and exhibitor of “Black Ex-
travaganza: A Cultural Awak-

disenfranchise

African-

Americans from voting shortly
after the Civil War. (Right) A

B picture of Carney. The receipt is
part of an exhibit that Stevens
has put together as a reminder
of America’s history.

ening!” and “The Madam
Molly E. Carney Exhibit,”
Stephens is showcasing one
remnant of an ugly period of
history in which Blacks and
poor Whites were shut out of
the electoral process.

“It was given to me by my

great, great, great, great aunt
Madam Molly E. Carney,”
Stephens said of a poll tax
receipt that is part of the ex-
hibit. “She paid $1.50 to
make her voice heard and
have her opinion counted.”
Owned by his great, great,

great, great aunt, the receipt
was issued and signed on Jan.
9, 1926. It has his aunt’s
name, address, profession,
age and even her race “col-
ored” scrawled out on an of-
ficial Bexar County, Texas

(See Tax, Page 3)




