
Monument honors hoop 
great Hakeem Olaiuwon 

HOUSTON (AP) The 
Houston Rockets unveiled a 

bronze monument honoring 
Hakeem Olajuwon before 

Friday’s game against the 

Phoenix Suns. 

Olajuwon, 45, nicknamed 
“The Dream,” retired after 
the 2001-02 season as the 
NBA’s all-time shot blocker 
(3,830). The 12-time All-Star 
was the league MVP in 1994 
and led the Rockets to their 

only two championships, in 
’94 and ’95. 

The 12-foot high, rectan- 

gular sculpture stands in 
front of the main entrance to 

the Toyota Center. It shows 

Olajuwon’s No. 34 jersey 
with a basketball behind it 
and a paragraph below list- 

ing his NBA accomplish- 
ments. 

“I’m sincerely grateful for 
this honor,” said Olajuwon, 
who was selected to the Hall 
of Fame earlier this week. 
“This is the highest honor 

any player can receive in any 
city.” 

Olajuwon was joined on 

a makeshift outdoor stage by 
Rockets owner Les 

Alexander, former general 
manager Carroll Dawson and 

Clyde Drexler, his former 
teammate at the University of 
Houston and with the Rock- 
ets in the mid-1990s. Drexler 
was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2004. 

“We have traveled a long 
journey together, from col- 

lege all the way to the Hall 

of Fame,” Olajuwon said to 

Drexler. “I would like to 

thank the entire Rockets or- 

ganization for their support 
over the years. I had a great 
time here and I cannot think 
of a better place to be.” 

When he first arrived at 

the arena, Olajuwon put on a 

pair of red and White, size- 
18 sneakers and stepped into 
a block of wet cement. He 
then kneeled to make hand- 

prints in another wet block. 
The blocks were to be placed 
near the sculpture. 

Suns center Shaquille 
O’Neal walked by :as 

Olajuwon was putting his 

prints in the cement. 

Olajuwon’s Rockets swept 
O’Neal and the Orlando 
Magic in the 1995 NBA fi- 

nals. 
“Are you coming back?” 

O’Neal said. 

“No, no,” Olajuwon said 
with a smile. 

Suns star Grant Hill also 
shook Olajuwon’s hand be- 
fore jogging out to the court 

to warm up for the game. 
Olajuwon was drafted No. 

1 overall by the Rockets in 

1984. In 17 seasons in Hous- 

ton, Olajuwon averaged 22.5 

points, 11 rebounds and 3.18 

blocks. 
“This is a great moment 

in Rockets history,” 
Alexander said. “There has 

been no greater player in 

Houston sports history than 
Dream. He’s a great guy also. 
I wish you all knew him as 

NBA Hall of Famer and former Houston Rockets center 

Hakeem Olajuwon unveils a sculpture outside Rockets 
arena Friday in Houston. Olajuwon won two NBA titles. 
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well as I did.” 
The Rockets traded 

Olajuwon to Toronto in Au- 

gust 2001 and he retired af- 
ter one season with the Rap- 
tors. The Rockets retired 

Olajuwon’s No. 34 in No- 
vember 2002. 

Olajuwon is the NBA’s 
seventh all-time scorer 

(26,946 points) and ranks 
11th in rebounds (13,748). 
He’s one of 13 players to sur- 

pass 20,000 points and 

10,000 rebounds. 

Black players shrinking 
percent of pro baseball 

NEW YORK (AP) Major League 
Baseball received its best grade for racial 

diversity in hiring, even as the percentage 
of Black players dropped again last year. 

MLB received its first A- for race Tues- 

day from Richard Lapchick, director of the 

University of Central Florida’s Institute for 

Diversity and Ethics in Sports. Its grade was 

B+ in last year’s study. 
Among major leaguers, though, just 8.2 

percent were Black players, down from 8.4 

percent in 2006 and the lowest level in at 

least two decades. The percentage of Black 

pitchers remained at 3 percent. 
“Baseball has probably lost a whole gen- 

eration here,” Lapchick said. “African- 
Americans just aren’t playing it at this 

point. They’re going to have to increase 
their efforts.” 

Although MLB has established its Re- 

viving Baseball in Inner Cities program and 
urban youth academies, Lapchick said it 

will take many years for those efforts to 

pay off. 
Lapchick released the study on Jackie 

Robinson Day, the 61st anniversary of 
when Robinson broke the major league 
color barrier. 

MLB received a C+ for gender hiring, 
(See Baseball, Page 15) 
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