
Iraq- 
(Continued from Page 13) 
lem is no evidence points to 

the existence of the weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Warnings against 
military action 

“Most Black folks knew, 
almost instinctively, that the 
rationales that were being 
given by the Bush adminis- 
tration for this war were in- 

adequate. I don’t think the 
Black community is at all 

surprised about this report 
concerning the 900 lies told 
by Bush and members of his 

administration,” said 
Lawrence Hamm, of the 
Newark-based Peoples’ Or- 
ganization for Progress, 
which had a King holiday 
protest against the Iraq war. 

No voice has been more 

strident in repeated warnings 
against the war than Nation 
of Islam Min. Louis 
Farrakhan. A day after Bush 
laid out the case for striking 
Iraq in October 2002, 
Farrakhan held a press con- 

ference in Detroit, urging the 
America public to determine 
the truth of the president’s 
words and not let soldiers 
march blindly into battle. 

“For instance, ‘Saddam 
Hussein is the greatest threat 
to world peace.’ Truth or 

falsehood? What is the actual 
fact? Here is a man whose 

country is 6,000 miles from 
here or more. He has no rock- 
ets that can reach these 
shores, no bombs to reach 
these shores, but the presi- 
dent says: ‘He has weapons 
of mass destruction.’ What is 
the proof of that?” Farrakhan 
asked. 

He condemned the Bush 
doctrine of pre-emptive mili- 

tary strikes, noted that only 
the U.S., Britain and Israel 
seemed eager to go to war, 

pointed out how Israel’s 
former prime minister lob- 
bied the U.S. Congress to 

war. Farrakhan blasted the 

hypocrisy of citing UN reso- 

lutions to attack Iraq and ig- 
noring similar violations by 
Israel. He warned those who 
would die on the battlefield 
would be the Black, the 
Brown and the poor — not 

the children of administration 
neo-cons who saw taking 
Iraq as the first step to remak- 
ing the Middle East and en- 

suring Israel’s safety. The 
soldiers “are patriotic, but 
their patriotism should not be 

manipulated by the president 
with half-truths and assump- 
tions and maybes,” 
Farrakhan said. 

In two letters to Bush, he 
warned the war would not be 
a cakewalk with Iraqi libera- 
tion celebrations forecast by 
neo-cons, like then-Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

“Afghanistan is only a 

preliminary to a much wider 
war, which is already 
planned, and this war also 
has a home front aspect as 

well,” Farrakhan wrote in a 

letter to Bush on Dec. 1, 
2001. 

“Should you persist in 

this, you will do what no Is- 
lamic Leader is able to do. 
No leader of any Muslim na- 

tion can call for Jihad or Holy 
War and cause the Muslim 
world to obey that calk.. You 
will unite the Muslim world 
in hostility against America 
and Great Britain, and you 
will use your great position 
of power, inadvertently, to 

call for a Holy War against 
the West.” 

Months later, Farrakhan 
warned President Bush once 

again about his planned war. 

“Mr. President, if you do 
this, you will bring down 

upon America an increase in 
the Divine Judgment of rain, 
hail, snow, wind, earth- 

quakes, pestilence and fam- 
ine that is already witnessed 
in the country. As you go 
about destroying other na- 

tions and cities, you will 
bring this kind of Divine 
wrath on the American 
people and on American cit- 

ies,” the Muslim leader said 
in an Oct. 30,2002 letter. 

While Farrakhan has spo- 
ken against the war in prac- 
tically every public message 
since it began, in a recent Fi- 
nal Call interview, he warned 
the world community to act 

justly and reject Bush’s ef- 
forts to make war with Iran. 
He also urged the Muslim 
world to unite to stop U.S. 

military aggression. 
“If the international com- 

munity would deal fairly, 
they could prevent a war that 
is triggered by an unpro- 
voked attack on Iran,” he 

said, in a Jan. 5 interview. 
“However, the Zionists have 
worked their way into con- 

trol in America, Britain, 
France, Germany and other 
countries of the world, so 

Europe will not favor a just 
solution to the problem pre- 
sented by Iran’s desire for 
atomic knowledge, and how 
to use that knowledge for 
peaceful purposes,” 
Farrakhan said. 

Framing public debate 
with false statements 
Before the U.S. invaded 

Iraq in March 2003, in the 

hallways and offices of the 
White House, the Defense 
Department and the State 
Department, high level Bush 

appointees went about their 
work. When they spoke pub- 
licly, the script was the same 

and it was false. 
“On at least 532 separate 

occasions, Bush and these 
three key officials [Cheney, 
Rice and Rumsfeld], along 
with [Powell], Deputy De- 
fense Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz and White House 
press secretaries Ari 
Fleischer and Scott 
McClellan, stated unequivo- 
cally that Iraq had weapons 
of mass destruction (or was 

trying to produce or obtain 

them), links to A1 Qaeda, or 

both. This concerted effort 
was the underpinning of the 
Bush administration’s case 

for war,” the report states. 

“Not surprisingly, the of- 
ficials with the most oppor- 
tunities to make speeches, 
grant media interviews, and 
otherwise frame the public 
debate also made the most 

false statements, according to 

this first-ever analysis of the 
entire body of prewar rheto- 
ric,” according to the Center 
for Public Integrity report. 

“On September 8, 2002, 
Bush administration officials 
hit the national airwaves to 

advance the argument that 

Iraq had acquired aluminum 
tubes designed to enrich ura- 

nium. In an appearance on 

NBC’s ‘Meet the Press,’ for 
example, Cheney flatly 
stated that Saddam Hussein 
‘now is trying through his il- 
licit procurement network to 

acquire the equipment he 
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needs to be able to enrich ura- 

nium.’ 

“Condoleezza Rice, who 
was then Bush’s national se- 

curity adviser, followed 

Cheney that night on CNN’s 
Late Edition. In answer to a 

question from Wolf Blitzer 
on how close Saddam 
Hussein’s government was to 

developing a nuclear capabil- 
ity, Rice said: ‘We do know 
that he is actively pursuing a 

nuclear weapon. We do know 
there have been shipments 
going into... Iraq, for in- 

stance, of aluminum tubes 
that really are only suited to 

high-quality aluminum tools 
that [are] only really suited 
for nuclear weapons pro- 
grams, centrifuge pro- 
grams,”’ the report noted. 

The falsehoods came de- 

spite April 2001 Energy De- 

partment conclusions that the 

applications were likely for 
“conventional ordnance pro- 
duction,” and September 
2002 National Intelligence 
Estimate work by the Energy 
Department and the State 

Department’s Bureau of In- 

telligence and Research 
stated their belief that Iraq 
intended to use the tubes in a 

conventional rocket pro- 
gram, the report said. 

“From the beginning, the 

polls showed that more than 

any other section of the 
American population Black 

people were opposed to this 
war and consistently have 
been opposed to the war,” 
said activist Larry Hamm. 

Askia Muhammad writes 

for the Final Call. 
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Join Southern Nevada's Employer of Choice! 
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• Fully Paid City Retirement Plan 

We Offer. * No s,ate Income Tax 
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We are seeking exceptional candidates for the following: 

Utilities Mapping Specialist 
Salary Range: $48,418 $69,722 • Filing Closes: 02/14/08 at 5:00 p.m. 

Learning & Organizational Development Manager 
Salary Range: $70,459 $103,579 • Filing Closes: 03/13/08 at 5:00 p.m. 
FILING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS IS OPEN AND CONTINUOUS: 

Financial Analyst l/ll/lll 
Salary Ranges: I: $56,361 $82,004 • II: $60,578 $88,444 

III : $65,259 $95,604 

Temporary Reserve Marshal Municipal Court 
Hourly Rate: $19.55 

Building Official 
Salary Range: $76,248 $112,467 

Manager, Resource Management 
Salary Range: $70,459 $103,579 

Transportation Coordinator/Modeler 
Salary Range: $59,311 $86,296 

Senior Engineer 
Salary Range: $68,674 $100,606 

Lateral Police Officer • Lateral Deputy Marshal 

Lateral Corrections Officer 
(MUST have Nevada POST certification) 

Entry Police Officer/Corrections Officer 
Filing for March 2008 testing closes 5pm, 2/21/08 

TEMP PART-TIME POSITIONS: 

Program Specialist 
$8.25 per/hr for special events and recreation center assignments. 

Safekey Instructor 
$10.00 per/hr 
-- 

A completed City application must be received for all positions 
and may be obtained by visiting our website at 

www.cityofnorthlasvegas.com, or by calling Human 
Resources at (702) 633-1500. EOE/AA 
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The Las Vegas Valley Water District 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

If you are a progressive, resourceful individual who would like to put 
your unique skills to work, LVVWD would like to hear from you! 

• IT SUPPORT TECHNICIAN I/ll 
Provides problem resolution & technical support to IS customers for pc & peripheral equipment, 
LAN, WAN, Inter- Intra- net service. Ideal candidates will possess experience configuring, 
installing, and supporting Intel based desktop computers running Windows XP. Experience 
with Semantic Ghost image system is desirable. Requires graduation from high school or 

GED equivalent; and three years of increasingly responsible experience in IT hardware and 
software support; or an equivalent combination of training and experience. Salary: Level I 
$22.10 per hour / Level II $24.35 per hour. Filing Deadline: Open until filled. 

• PC APPLICATIONS ANALYST 
Provide end user support for operation & use of PC hardware & software applications and 
stand-alone systems; recommend use of software packages to meet users requirements; create 
user documentation; program and use software distribution products. Requires graduation 
from a college or university with major coursework in information systems, computer science, 
mathematics or a closely related field; and one year of responsible PC applications, installation 
and networking experience; or an equivalent combination of training and experience. Salary: 
$62,483 annually. Filing Deadline: Open until filled. 

View the position description, minimum requirements 
& obtain application packet on-line at 

www.lvvwd.com 
or apply in person at 

1001 S Valley View Blvd, 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 

Telephone: (702) 258-3933 or (800) 252-2011 

THE LAS VEGAS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT PROVIDES OUTSTANDING BENEFITS, 
VALUES DIVERSITY AND SUSTAINS A DYNAMIC WORK ENVIRONMENT. 


