
Obama hints of sharper 
focus on Hillary Clinton 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
Barack Obama talked of in- 

troducing some Chicago 
smackdown to his politics of 
hope, seeking a rebound af- 
ter Hillary Clinton grasped 
victory in the New Hamp- 
shire primary. 

In the wide-open Repub- 
lican contest, John McCain 
pressed to build on his New 

Hampshire win and named 

experience, knowledge and 
judgment as his calling cards 
in the races ahead. 

Clinton pored over elec- 
tion strategy in the first blush 
of her surprising success and 
indicated she’d compete in 

every big Democratic contest 

coming up this month rather 
than try to cherry-pick her 
way to the nomination. 

“I’m going to keep going 
as we take on all the rest of 
the contests between now 

and February 5th,” she said, 
back home in New York to 

“get grounded and take a 

deep breath” after a victory 
that surprised her own cam- 

paign, confounded the poll- 
sters and shocked nearly ev- 

eryone else. Two dozen states 

vote Feb. 5. 
Obama responded not just 

to his Democratic rival’s 
New Hampshire primary win 
but to attacks on him by her 
husband, former President 
Clinton. 

“I think that Senator 
Clinton, obviously, is a for- 
midable and tough candidate, 
and we have to make sure 

that we take it to them just 
like they take it to us,” the 
Illinois senator said. 

“I come from Chicago 
politics. We’re accustomed to 

rough and tumble.” 
Obama is bidding for re- 

surgence in South Carolina 
and in the early Nevada Cau- 
cus on Jan. 19. 

In Nevada, Obama has a 

good start having received 
the endorsement of the 

60,000-member Culinary 
Workers Union local the day 
after New Hampshire’s pri- 
mary, and he has the addi- 
tional backing of the Nevada 
chapter of the Service Em- 

ployees International Union. 
Bill Clinton complained 

in New Hampshire that 

Obama was getting a free 

pass from the scrutiny turned 

on Hillary Clinton and lik- 
ened the Illinois senator’s 

campaign to a “fairy tale.” 
Obama shot back saying, 
“...The real fairy tale is, I 

think, Bill Clinton suggesting 
somehow that we’ve been 

just taking a cakewalk here.” 
The victories for McCain 

and Clinton were evidence of 
New Hampshire’s prickly 
habit of rejecting those cho- 
sen by Iowa voters a few 

days earlier and raised the 

prospect of a drawn-out 
nomination battle between 
two history-making candi- 
dates: Clinton, who would be 

the first woman to hold the 

presidency, and Obama, who 
would be the first president 
of African-American de- 
scent. 

Third place on the Demo- 

cratic side went to former 
Sen. John Edwards, who said 
he would not drop out. 

Instead, Edwards hoped 
to keep the race a three-way 
contest. 

“Two races down, 48 
states left to go,” he declared. 

Culinary 
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vada and South Carolina to 

focus on Feb. 5 states. 

In a sign that Clinton was, 
at least for now, still in the 
fight, her Nevada campaign 
came up with a counterpunch 
to the Culinary announce- 

ment. 

Democratic Rep. Shelley 
Berkley announced her sup- 
port of Clinton on a confer- 
ence call with reporters. 
Berkley, who represents Las 

Vegas, and Nevada Sen. 
Harry Reid, had said they 
would stay neutral. 

The unions’ decisions are 

a blow to former Sen. John 
Edwards, who finished third 
in New Hampshire and is 

struggling to prevent a two- 

person race between Obama 
and Clinton. 

Edwards had attempted to 

position himself as the labor 
candidate in a state where 

nearly two-thirds of Demo- 
cratic voters are union mem- 

bers. 
With labor now split, 

Edwards is outmanned by the 
better-funded Obama and 
Clinton operations. He has 
not yet run television ads 
here, while Clinton and 
Obama have been airing 
positive, introductory com- 

mercials for three weeks. 
Aides say Edwards plans 
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Culinary Union Secretary D. Taylor addresses members. 

to spend most of his time in 
the next week campaigning 
in South Carolina, the state 

where he was bom, ahead of 
its Jan. 26 Democratic pri- 
mary. 

The role of unions is am- 

plified by the expectation 
that relatively few caucus- 

goers will show up in Ne- 

vada, a previously irrelevant 
contest that has never played 
a significant role in picking 
the nominee. Even among 
Democrats who say they are 

engaged in the race, many 
don’t know what a caucus is 
or why Nevada’s matters. 

State party officials and 

campaigns are not expecting 
more than 10 percent of reg- 
istered Democrats, around 
45,000 people, to participate. 

Awareness is even spottier 
on the Republican side. The 
Nevada Republican Party’s 
Jan 19 caucus has been over- 

shadowed by the Republican 
primary in South Carolina on 

the same day. The GOP field 
has given Nevada little atten- 

tion. 
New Mexico Gov. Bill 

Richardson’s camp has an- 

nounced the end to his presi- 
dential bid following poor 
showing in both Iowa and 
New Hampshire. 

Georgia inmates claim 
violence victimization 

ATLANTA (AP) A group of prison- 
ers has filed a class-action lawsuit contend- 
ing that Georgia corrections officers have 

systematically beaten restrained inmates 
in prisons throughout the state, leaving two 

dead and dozens of others injured. 
The lawsuit, filed this week in U.S. 

District Court in Valdosta, names 25 

guards and other corrections officials as 

culprits in routine beatings and torture of 
restrained inmates. It also claims they sub- 

sequently covered up the abuses by inflict- 

ing even more beatings on prisoners who 
file complaints. 

Seven Valdosta State Prison inmates 
claim in court documents that members of 
the prison’s response team kicked them 
with combat boots, choked them with 
night sticks and donned black leather 
“beating gloves” to carry out the attacks 
between October 2005 and August 2007. 

The lawsuit also mentions the cases of 
more than 40 inmates in other Georgia 
prisons who claim, among other abuses, 
that guards strapped inmates to iron beds 
and left them without food or water for as 

long as two days and banned beating vic- 
tims from seeing family members or be- 

ing photographed. 
Most of the incidents allegedly took 

place between 2003 and 2005. 
Paul Czachowski, a spokesman for the 

state’s corrections system, said there is a 

“pending investigation” into the Valdosta 
State Prison. He declined further comment 

until he saw the lawsuit. 
The beatings have become a “very in- 

grained brutal practice that is covered up 
by the guards, supervisors, wardens and 
medical personnel,” said McNeill Stokes, 
an Atlanta defense attorney who filed the 
lawsuit. 

The lawsuit seeks an immediate end to 

the beatings and compensation for victims. 
Stokes has filed more than 40 lawsuits 

during the last few years contending the 

beatings are banned by the Georgia Con- 
stitution, which says “neither banishment 

beyond the limits of the state nor whip- 
ping shall be allowed as a punishment for 
a crime.” 

The lawsuit alleges that two prisoners 
— Charles “Chad” Clark and Jonathan 
Haynes — have died as a result of the beat- 

ings. 
Clark died April 19, 2005, of cardiac 

arrest after he was beaten, shot with pep- 
per spray, dragged across the floor and left 

bleeding in a restraint for hours, the law- 
suit said. Haynes, an inmate at Autry State 

Prison, fell unconscious when officers 
threw him into a wall, and the next day — 

Oct. 14,2004 — he was pronounced dead, 
it said. 

Learn to do 

BUSINESS WITH US 
FREE SEMINAR 

The Las Vegas Valley Water District and Southern Nevada Water Authority 
invite you to attend this FREE opportunity to... 

• Learn to do business with the LWWD and SNWA 
• Meet purchasing professionals and the people 

who request your goods or services 
• Attend informative one-hour seminars 
• Network with other business professionals 

Friday, January 11,2008 • 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
1001 S. Valley View Blvd. • Las Vegas, NV 89153 

Event Schedule 

8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

Registration begins, refreshments served 

Opening greeting from LWWD Senior Management 
Seminar Bid Process for Products and Services 
Seminar Bid Process for Products and Services 
Seminar Bid Process for Construction Projects 
Close 

Call 258-3200 to RSVP 

The LWWD and SNWA are committed to the development and support of Women/Minority/Disadvantaged Business 

Enterprises (WMDBE). For more information, visit lwwd.com or snwa.com or call the Purchasing Help Desk at 258-3200. 
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