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Chess prodlgy shows skills on D. C. streets

WASHINGTON (AFP) -
He sleeps on a bench, but he
is king of chess during the
day at Washington’s Dupont
Circle, where he dazzles be-
ginners and masters alike
with his winning moves on
the park’s stone chessboards.

Tom Murphy, 49, makes
what little money he has from
teaching his prodigious
knowledge of the game to
passersby for a few dollars.

“He has the title of expert
in chess. This is the second
highest American title; above
him are master. So it means
he is quite good.” said
Washington's Chess Center
director David Mehler.

A former math and sci-
ence major and a celebrity
among amateurs, Murphy
has made the Dupont Circle
public square America’s
most prestigious chess park
after New York’s fabled

ers from all walks of life —
students, doctors, lawyers,
drunkards.

Garrulous and brilliant,
Murphy, grew up in North
Carolina and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, two well
known chess centers, and
specializes in a lightning ver-
sion of chess known as
“blitz.”

In this accelerated version
of the ancient game, players
are allowed five minutes for
all their moves, and the game
ends within 10 minutes.

Tom Murphy, 49 is making a name for hmself in chess.

Washington Square, accord-
ing to some chess lovers.
“The mathematical equa-
tion has always been fasci-
nating to me, then when you
add the camaraderie, the am-
biance, the open air, it's al-
most irresistible,” said
Murphy, peering over a park
chessboard that draws play-

Poverty

(Continued from Page 2)
sioner Larry Weekly, at-
tended.

Since charity begins at
home, what is being done lo-
cally to relieve hunger and
disease?

Mayor Goodman said,
*We have spent millions...”
However, during the City
Hall presentation, no one
mentioned homelessness.

Mayor Gibson stated his
city provides services, while
Weekly noted his function is
not “ribbon cutting” but to
find solutions. Weekly's
County Commission District
is a composed of poor and
middle-class constituents, in
great part.

According to spokesper-
son Kimberly Dadena, ONE
Vote '08 was founded in
2004 by 11 nonprofit organi-
zations, such as World Vision
and others, including Bono
of U-2, as a grassroots move-
ment to bring attention to
global disease and hunger.
The movement is grant
funded by The Bill and Linda
Gates Foundation.

Stating more on the pur-
pose, Dadena said, there are
field developers that estab-
lish local chapters and nur-
ture activism.

There is a religious or
spiritual connotation to the
movement in as much as
“scripture calls for Christians
to help the less fortunate.”

As for its political agenda,
the group stresses that presi-
dential candidates get on
board, and that “a TV ad
campaign, as well as grass
roots efforts” are underway
to bring more of the public
into the mix.

One desired result is al-
lowing for intelligent choices
on who to vote for — based
on a candidate’s commitment
to alleviating global hunger
and disease, Dadena con-
cluded.

On the local front, Dr.
Robert Fowler, pastor of Vic-
tory Baptist Church, com-
mented on the movement’'s
focus issues in regards to
“charity begins at home” in
Las Vegas.

“My grandmother told me
that people living across the
street have a greater need
than in our own house.”
Fowler offered this distinc-
tion: “The needs in America,
as a whole, are more urgent
than Clark County, and
sometimes it's easier for
some people to help people
in need when you don’t have
to see their faces.”

He continued: “As a
preacher and human being, |
have an obligation in trum-
peting the country’s poor
people’s needs, and the effort
is more effective when col-
laborating, i.e. [the ONE
Vote movement.|”

Fowler offered his in-
sights on whether politicians
are doing enough to address
the needs of poor people.

“*Nobody is doing enough.
It’s a long-term problem. but
all of us must do what we
can.”

ONE Vote '08 is part of
ONE, a broad and growing
movement of Americans
from every state and walk of
life. Millions of people have
added their voices to ONE by
visiting the www.one.org
website for public informa-
tion and to sign-up.

“The appeal of blitz is

that, maybe in two or five
minutes, I may put together
a work of art that might last
a life time,” Murphy said in
his inimitable style of ex-
plaining chess basics.

The game, he said con-
sists of “few guiding prin-
ciples: king safety, fight for
the center, give every piece
a job.”

“At blitz he is a very
strong player. He has a very
fast mind and he sees com-
binations very quickly. He
calculates very quickly,” said
Mehler, who has been teach-

ing the board game to under-
privileged children for 15
years.

Murphy has won several
chess tournaments and fin-
ished 15th in the 2005 world
blitz championship.

He's not always down and
out, but his addiction to
booze often lands him on the
street.

“The pursuit of the ego
versus the pursuit of the spirit
are in conflict sometimes,”
he explained. “I enjoy alco-
hol a little too much.”

(See Chess, Page 6)

Why Not a new kitchen. Why Not get that 18-year-old out of your new titanium refrigerator and into
coliege. Why Not a convertible two-seater stick shift that the kids can’t drive. Why Not two. Why Not a
two-car garage, Why Not a backyard high performance hot tub that seats six. Why Not a stand up/sit down
self propelled power mower. Why Not have a lot of cash ready and waiting for any emergency. Why Not a
24/7 home security system. Why Not a second bathroom with a steam shower. Why Not environmentally
friendly toilets. Why Not Italian ceramic tiles. Why Not a Tuscan vacation. Why Not learn to parlare Haliano.

Why Not opera season
roof and add on a second T“ E “ s BAN K
in the kitchen. Why Not W [ ]

that looks like it's goné
master’s degree. Why Not
Why Not a 60"HD Plasma

pedigree than you have

Why Not discard high

wrn an interesting hobby HOIME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

a home office. Why Not buy that autographed baseball. Why Not a country club membership. Why Not a
single-stack home gym. Why Not a gym membership. Why Not a personal trainer. Why Not training to
tango. Why Not upping the carats on that anniversary gift. Why Not a ‘bigger’ wedding. Why Not a
second honeymoon. Heck! Why Not a third honeymoon. Why Not a hard cedar porch swing. Why Not a
lot of red cedar bird feeders. Why Not a cedar-shingled roof with solar panels. Why Not amusing the
grandkids with a triple-decker swing set. Why Not anything wonderfully tech-y. Why Not a spa weekend.
Why Not night school. Why Not culinary school. Why Not a 60" dual fuel range. Why Not cook up something
to do with that unfinished basement. Why Not expand the deck. Why Not bring back your hairline. Why
Not a sunroom. Why Not sunny Cancun. Why Not a 30-foot rig sloop. Why Not a year
round beach house. Why Not mahogany hardwood fioors. Why Not see

one of the new Seven Wonders of the World. Why Not
see three. Well, alright, Why Not all
seven. Why Not? Yeah!
Why Not
2

Home Equity Line of Credit

Why not use the equity you've built in your home to

fickets. Why Not raise the
story. Why Not sunroofs
buy a dog with a better
Why Not re-sod the lawn
to the dogs. Why Not a
a big master bedroom.
TV (ask your spouse first).
interest debt. Why Not
into a business. Why Not

enjoy life more. Why not? It's your money. With our low
rate, no closing costs, no points and fast decisions, why
not? Just think of all the things you can do. Give us a

call at 888-444-BANK (2265) or a click at usbank.com.

6.99.
4 APR"

Five Year
Fixed Rate Option

usbank.com | 888-444-BANK (2265)

Or stop by any local U.S. Bank.

How many stars does o7 bank have?

us

bank

Five Star Service Guaranteed (Z .)

*.99% fluad Annual Percantage Rate (APR) Is avallabie for terms

Uip 4 5 years, foan to value (LTV) of 80% or kess and with a U.S. Bank chocking account. This loan i a Fxed Rate Option (FAC) within 2 new LS, Bank Equiline Home
i payment expmpée: on &-$10,000 FAO for 60 months at 6.93% APR, monthly payments would bo
Wil Strast Journal, As of August 10, 2007, variable rate for fine of credit is

7.74% APR 10 10.74% APR. The rate wil never




