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Lawmakers, music indus-
try executives and rappers
disagreed Tuesday over who
was to blame for sexist and
degrading language in hip-
hop music but united in op-
posing government censor-
ship as a solution.

“If by some stroke of the
pen, hip-hop was silenced,
the issues would still be
present in our communities,”
rapper and record producer
David Banner, whose real
name is Levell Crump, said
in prepared statements to a
House Energy and Com-
merce subcommittee hear-
ing. “Drugs, violence and the
criminal element were
around long before hip-hop
existed.”

At the hearing, music vid-
eos showing scantily clad
women were played; music
executives in dark suits tes-
tified on the uses of the “b,”
“h"” and *'n” words, and Black

civil rights leaders talked of

corporate exploitation.

*“We have allowed greedy
corporate executives — es-
pecially those in the enter-
tainment industry — to lead
many of our young people to
believe that it is okay to en-
tertain themselves by de-
stroying the culture of our
people,” E. Faye Williams,
chair of the National Con-
gress of Black Women, said
in prepared remarks.

“From Imus to Industry:
The Business of Stereotypes
and Degrading Images” was
the title of the hearing, refer-
ring to former radio host Don
Imus, who lost his job after
making derogatory com-
ments about the Rutgers

women's basketball team.
The Imus incident has
sparked debate within the
music industry about Black
artists using offensive, mi-
sogynist and violent lan-
guage.

Former gangsta rapper
Master P, whose real name is
Percy Miller, told the panel
he is now committed to pro-
ducing clean lyrics. In the
past, seeing his relatives and
friends shot and killed, I just
made the music that I feel,
not realizing I'm affecting
kids for tomorrow.” But he
said he found he didn’t want
his own children to listen to
his music. “So if I can do
anything today to change
this, I'm going to take a stand
and do that,” he added.

“This hearing is not anti-
hip-hop. I am a fan of hip-
hop,” said subcommittee
chairman Bobby Rush, D-
Ill., who gained national
prominence in the 1960s as
the founder of the Illinois
chapter of the Black Pan-
thers. But he said there was
a need “to address the issue
of violence, hate and degra-
dation that has reduced too
many of our youngsters to
automatons.”

Record company execu-
tives defended the parental
guidance labels and edited
versions they said keep the
more controversial material
away from children and
stressed that uniform stan-
dards or censorship won't
work.

In the *50s people were
deeply offended by Elvis
Presley, and a decade later
many were scandalized by
The Beatles and The Rolling
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“Drugs, violence
and the criminal
element were
around long
before hip-hop

existed.”

— David Banner
Rapper, Record Producer

the losing end,” said Nairobi Henson. “We don't own these
stations, we don’t control these stations, yet everyday our
community is hustled for dollars while at the same time be-
ing depicted as ignorant, violent and oversexed.”

The federal hearing was held in compliance with a high
court ruling ordering the FCC to convene hearings to allow
sufficient public input before further rule changes. Previously
hearings have been held in Los Angeles, Nashville, Harris-
burg and Tampa. The location for the sixth and final event
has yet to be announced, although sources say the cities of
Seattle and New York City are strong contenders. The Chi-
cago event began at 4 p.m. and ended at 2 am.

Many of the public testimonies against media consolida-
tion is credited to Washington, D.C.. public policy group and
lobbying group Free Press. Organizers Yolanda Hippensteil
and Josh Sterns spent months on the ground developing me-
dia literacy workshops with local groups.

“One strategy is to build diverse coalitions and voices who
will challenge Congress and the FCC to adhere to their mis-
sion of protecting the public airways,” said Hippensteil.

Added Scott Sanders of Chicago Media Action, “Essen-
tial to the recovery, maintenance. and enhancement of Ameri-
can democracy in our Orwellian era is public engagement on
the issue of who controls the media, how much media one
owner should be allowed to control, and, centrally, how much
the media controls us.”

Stones, said Edgar Bronfman
Jr., chairman and CEO of
Warner Music Group.

“We have a responsibility
to speak authentically to our
viewers,” said Philippe

Dauman, president & CEO
of Viacom Inc., which owns
such cable networks as MTV,
Comedy Central, Nickel-
odeon and BET.

He said his company takes
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an active role in editing ob-
scenities out of music videos
and excising gang symbols or
portrayals of violence, but
“we also believe that it is not
our role to censor the creative
expression of artists.”
Alfred Liggins III, chief
executive officer of Radio
One Inc., one of the largest
media companies that prima-
rily provides Black-oriented
programming, said the com-
pany reviews the contents of
songs before broadcasting
them and takes care to com-
ply with Federal Communi-
cations Commission guide-
lines. But “Radio One is also
not in charge of creating con-

tent, or in the business of cen-
sorship or determining what
is in good or bad taste.”

The hearing was reminis-
cent of, although tamer than,
a similar event in 1985. At
the earlier hearing, lawmak-
ers where exposed to Van
Halen’s “Hot for Teacher”
and Twisted Sister’s “We're
Not Going to Take It,” and
the late rocker Frank Zappa
hurled insults at Tipper Gore,
wife of then-Sen. Al Gore,
and Susan Baker, wife of
then-Treasury Secretary
James Baker, who were urg-
ing the recording industry to
voluntarily police itself on
song lyrics.

Why Not cpera season
roof and add on a second
in the kitchen. Why Not
pedigree than you have.
that looks like it's gone
master's degree. Why Not
Why Not 2 60"HD Plasma
Why Not discard high
turn an interesting hobby

Why Not a new kitchen, Why Not get that 1B-year-old out of your new titanium refrigerator and into
college. Why Not a convertible two-seater stick shift that the kids can't drive. Why Not two. Why Not a
two-car garage. Why Not a backyard high performance hot tub that seats six. Why Not a stand up/sit down
self propelled power mower. Why Not have a lot of cash ready and waiting for any emergency. Why Not a
24/7 home security system. Why Not a second bathroom with a steam shower. Why Not environmentally
friendly toilets. Why Not Italian ceramic tiles. Why Not a Tuscan vacation. Why Not learn to pariare Haliano.
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a home office. Why Not buy that autographed baseball. Why Not a country club membership. Why Not a
single-stack home gym. Why Not a gym membership. Why Not a personal trainer. Why Not training to
tango. Why Not upping the carats on that anniversary gift. Why Not a ‘bigger’ wedding. Why Not a
second honeymoon. Heck! Why Not a third honeymoon. Why Not a hard cedar porch swing. Why Not a
lot of red cedar bird feeders. Why Not a cedar-shingled roof with solar panels. Why Not amusing the
grandkids with a triple-decker swing set. Why Not anything wonderfully tech-y. Why Not a spa weekend.
Why Not night school. Why Not culinary school. Why Not a 60 dual fuel range. Why Not cook up something
to do with that unfinished basement. Why Not expand the deck. Why Not bring back your hairline, Why
Not a sunroom. Why Not sunny Cancun. Why Not a 30-foot rig sloop. Why Not a year
round beach house. Why Not mahogany hardwood floors. Why Not see

one of the new Seven Wonders of the World. Why Not
see three. Well, alright, Why Not all
seven. Why Not? Yeah!
Why Not
?

Home Equity Line of Credit
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tickets. Why Not raise the
story. Why Not sunroofs
buy a dog with a better
Why Not re-sod the lawn
to the dogs. Why Not a
a big master bedroom.
TV (ask your spouse first).
interest debt. Why Not
into a business, Why Not

Why not use the equity you've built in your home to
enjoy life more. Why not? It's your money. With our low
rate, no closing costs, no points and fast decisions, why
not? Just think of all the things you can do. Give us a
call at 888-444-BANK (2265) or a click at usbank.com.
Or stop by any local U.S. Bank.

How many stars does yo#£7 bank have?

(Ebank

Five Star Service Guaranteed G‘:‘)
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