By Jenifer Phillips
Special to Sentinel-Voice

PHILADELPHIA
(NNPA) - During a rousing
address to members of the
National Baptist Convention
USA Inc. recently, conven-
tion president Rev. Dr. Will-
iam Shaw spoke of the
group’s accomplishments,
present work and ways to
approach future challenges.

Shaw referenced the 14th
chapter of the New Testa-
ment book of John where
Jesus’ disciples ask questions
of him, their future and his
response, “I’ve been with
you all this time and still you
don’t know me?”

Shaw appeared to be chal-
lenging listeners to question
whether or not they found
themselves in that passage.

“If you really want to as-
sess a situation properly, then
you take a view that is larger
than right now,” Shaw said.
“People won’t understand
the National Baptist Conven-
tion unless you see all this
time.”

Some of “this time” dates
back to Sept. 9, 1999, when
Shaw was elected as the
convention’s 16th president.
The group was still reeling
from scandal after its former
president, Rev. Henry Lyons,
was convicted of racketeer-
ing and grand theft charges.

“What was needed for us
if we were going to be able
to face our future was a cul-
ture change,” Shaw said,

This culture change en-
tailed a platform, which
Shaw still stands by firmly,
V.I.S.A.: Vision, Integrity.
Structure and Accountability,

“All this time, we've been
working on programs trying
to reflect what is the vision
of the Christ,” Shaw said.

He- encouraged unity
among NBC USA Inc.
churches and spoke of the
convention’s work to in-
crease relationships and “re-
late to the wider family of
believers” through its recent
visits with churches in Rome
and Africa, and work with
other Black Baptist Conven-
tions.

“We ought to know what
God is doing elsewhere,”
Shaw said.

“We won’t know every-
thing, but we ought to know
some things.”

In addition to this, Shaw
spoke of the convention’s
stance against the war on
Iraq.

“Our nation went to war
on premises that were proved
false and has stayed in war
for reasons that are shifty,”
Shaw said.

He also spoke of the
convention's response to
Hurricane Katrina relief ef-

forts and its other work in the
area of national disaster re-
lief.

Shaw offered advice as
the convention prepares to
elect a new president during
its 2009 annual session. “Be-
ware of people who will lead
an organization they have not
followed,” Shaw said.

“Who would head an or-
ganization that they sought to
impede,” he added to amens,
hand claps and head nods.

He called for more cohe-
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sive theology amon&
churches and spoke against a
focus on materialism:

“Jesus Christ’s ministry
wasn’t about getting wealth
and lining pockets,” Shaw
said.

According to a conven-
tion attendee, the Black
church needed to hear
Shaw’s message.

“It’s very important that
the leadership in the Black
churches get it together,” said
Carolyn Pierre of New Ibe-
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ria, La.

Pastor J. Vincent Grove of
Newark, N.J. said he was
glad Shaw addressed the is-
sue of Hurricane Katrina, and
views him as a solid role
model for younger pastors
such as himself,

Shirley Crawford of

Houston said Shaw’s com-
ments about education meant
a lot to her.

“He’s a good president
because when he came, we
were in a state of confusion,”

she said. “When Dr. Shaw
came we really needed lead-
ership.”

In spite of praise and ac-
colades, Shaw continued to
point members of the con-
vention to someone higher.

“1t’s still Jesus Christ
only,” he said. “It’s still Jesus
Christ always. When earth
meets heaven it will still be
Jesus Christ only and al-
ways.”

Jenifer Phillips writes for
the Philadelphia Tribune.

Why Not opera season
roof and add on a second
in the kitchen. Why Not
pedigree than you have.
that looks like it's gone
master’s degree. Why Not
Why Not a 60"HD Plasma
Why Not discard high
turn an interesting hobby

THE U.S. BANK

WHY NOT

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Why Not a new kitchen. Why Not get that 18-year-old out of your new titanium refrigerator and into
college. Why Not a convertible two-seater stick shift that the kids can’t drive. Why Not two. Why Not a
two-car garage. Why Not a backyard high performance hot tub that seats six. Why Not a stand up/sit down
self propelled power mower. Why Not have a lot of cash ready and waiting for any emergency. Why Not a
24/7 home security system. Why Not a second bathroom with a steam shower. Why Not environmentally
friendly toilets. Why Not Italian ceramic tiles. Why Not a Tuscan vacation. Why Not learn to parlare Italiano.

tickets. Why Not raise the
story. Why Not sunroofs
buy a dog with a better
Why Not re-sod the lawn
to the dogs. Why Not a
a big master bedroom.
TV (ask your spouse first).
interest debt. Why Not
into a business. Why Not

a home office. Why Not buy that autographed baseball. Why Not a country club membership. Why Not a
single-stack home gym. Why Not a gym membership. Why Not a personal trainer. Why Not training to
tango. Why Not upping the carats on that anniversary gift. Why Not a ‘bigger’ wedding. Why Not a
second honeymoon. Heck! Why Not a third honeymoon. Why Not a hard cedar porch swing. Why Not a
lot of red cedar bird feeders. Why Not a cedar-shingled roof with solar panels. Why Not amusing the
grandkids with a triple-decker swing set. Why Not anything wonderfully tech-y. Why Not a spa weekend.
Why Not night school. Why Not culinary school. Why Not a 60” dual fue! range. Why Not cook up something
to do with that unfinished basement. Why Not expand the deck. Why Not bring back your hairline. Why
Not a sunrcom. Why Not sunny Cancun. Why Not a 30-foot rig sloop. Why Not a year

usbank.com | 888-444-BANK (2265)

round beach house. Why Not mahogany hardwood floors. Why Not see
one of the new Seven Wonders of the World. Why Not
see three. Well, alright, Why Not all
seven. Why Not? Yeah!
Why Not
?

Why not use the equity you've built in your home to
enjoy life more. Why not? It's your money. With our low
rate, no closing costs, no points and fast decisions, why
not? Just think of all the things you can do. Give us a
call at 888-444-BANK (2265) or a click at usbank.com.
Or stop by any local U.S. Bank.

Home Equity Line of Credit

6.99.
o APR’

Five Year

?
Fixed Rate Option How many stars does Yoz bank have?

[Ebank

Five Star Service Guaranteed (!j

*6.89% fixed Annual Parcentage Rate (APH) is available for terms up to 5 years, loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less and with a U.5. Bank checking account. This loan Is a Fixed Rate Option

Equity Line of Credit. FRO must be set up within 2 weeks of Equiline closing date. Higher rates apply for higher loan to values. Loan payment monthly payments
$197.96. The APR on the vartable portion of the Equiline will vary with Prime Rate as published in the Wmmm‘.ﬂanfmm 2007, vartable rate for line of credit s 7,74% APR to 10.74% APR. The rate will never
be higher than zaasmﬂmmt,mmmmreewwmmuwwmwm.mm
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(FRO) within & new U.S. Bank Equiline Home
example: on a $10,000 FRO for 60 months at 6.99% APR, would be

Rate Option is free; each additional one is $50, wammmwﬂ Rates are
ﬁgm&mummm.wmmmmuwu Some restrictions may apply.




