
Timberlake, Beyonce lead MTV nominations 
NEW YORK Pop stars 

Justin Timberlake and 
Beyonce led the nominations 
for the 2007 MTV Video 
Music Awards on Tuesday 
with seven apiece, followed 
by rapper Kanye West and 
Barbados teen-ager Rihanna 
who are both up for five 
awards. 

British neo-soul singer 
Amy Winehouse got three 
nominations for the Septem- 
ber 9 Las Vegas show, in- 

cluding video of the year — 

for which she will be com- 

peting against Timberlake, 
Beyonce, Rihanna, West and 

_i_I 
Beyonce and Justin Timberlake led the 2007 annual MTV 
Video Music Awards with seven nominations each. 

Damon delivers action 
as amnesiac assassin 

By Kam Williams 
Special to Sentinel-Voice 

Jason Bourne (Matt 
Damon) is a man without a 

past. After being found float- 

ing in the Mediterranean off 
the coast of Italy several 

years ago, he has been on an 

earnest quest in search for his 

identity. 
Suffering from amnesia 

since he came to, all he 
knows is that he’s a CIA- 
trained assassin and that, for 
some reason, the agency now 

wants him dead — and is 

willing to go to great lengths 
to silence him permanently. 

Consequently, Bourne 

spends most of his time on 

the run, desperately trying to 

survive while simultaneously 
ferreting out clues about who 
he is and why he is consid- 
ered such a threat to U.S. se- 

curity. Although he’s suc- 

cessfully engaged all his at- 

tackers, he wasn’t able to pre- 
vent a goon from taking a hit 
out on his girlfriend, Marie 

(Franka Potente), a murder 
he avenged in the previous 
picture. 

Since one of the staples of 
the action adventure genre is 
the presence of a fetching fe- 
male for the chivalrous hero 
to protect, “The Bourne Ul- 
timatum” flips the script by 
having CIA Agent Nicky Par- 
sons (Julia Stiles) suddenly 
switch sides. Otherwise, the 
movie unfolds much like the 

previous editions of the 

spine-tingling franchise, and 
measures up to both in terms 

of intrigue and intensity. 
At the point of departure, 

we find Bourne under the ra- 

dar in Russia but about to be 
outed in England by a front- 

page story in The Guardian. 
After its publication, he ven- 

tures to England to track 
down the investigative re- 

Matt Damon delivers the action in the “Bourne Ultimatum.” 

porter (Paddy Considine) 
about the sources on which 
the article’s speculations 
were based. 

Unfortunately, the CIA 

already has the journalist’s 
office near Waterloo Station 
staked out, and someone puts 
a bullet in his head before he 
has a chance to talk. 

The incident flushes 
Bourne out of hiding, thus 
kickstarting the latest man- 

hunt that will have our peri- 
patetic protagonist perambu- 
lating the planet, eluding and 

eliminating enemies across 

Paris, Madrid, Turin and 
Morocco as he collects clues 
that lead to a big showdown 
in New York City. 

This go-round, Bourne 
must match wits with worthy 
adversaries in CIA director 
Ezra Kramer (Scott Glenn), 
internal investigator Pamela 

Landy (Joan Allen), special 

ops chief Noah Vosen (David 
Strathaim), field agent Paz 

(Edgar Ramirez), plus all the 

savage spies he can handle in 
wave after wave of all-out 
assaults. 

The post-9/11 plotline is 

designed to question the 
CIA’s rationalization of re- 

sorting to rendition and sus- 

pect interrogation tactics in 
the age of the Patriot Act. But 

despite these politically con- 

scious pretensions, when 

push comes to shove, Bourne 
3 basically remains a stunt- 

driven, Matt Damon vehicle 
about a relentless killing ma- 

chine without a memory 
caught up in manic, mindless 

mayhem not of his own mak- 
ing. 

How much harrowing 
paranoia can you handle? 

Excellent (4 stars). Rated 
PG-13 for violence and in- 
tense action. 

Recording artists Chris Brown and Kanye West laugh with Rihanna during a Video Music 
Awards nomination special “TRL” show at the MTV studios in New York on Tuesday. 
French electronic dance duo 
Justice. 

“What great nominees! 
They truly reflect a stellar 

year in music and videos,” 
Christina Norman, MTV 

president, said in a statement. 

Timberlake, West, hip hop 
artist Akon, rapper T.I. and 
R&B singer Robin Thicke 
are up for best male artist, 
while Winehouse, Beyonce, 

Rihanna, Fergie and Nelly 
Furtado will compete for best 

female artist. 

Among several new cat- 

egories this year is the “qua- 
druple threat award” which 

MTV said “honors those 

boundary-busting artists who 

have conquered multiple 
worlds including ... music, 
fashion, philanthropy, busi- 

ness, acting and dance.” 
The nominations for this 

award pit couple Beyonce 
and Jay-Z against each other, 
as well Bono, Timberlake 
and West. 

Fans can vote online in the 

best new artist category. The 

remaining awards are de- 

cided by a select music in- 

dustry group. 

R&B ARTIST 
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