
The battle for witness protection 
By Leonard Sparks 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
BALTIMORE (NNPA) 

Just hours before a jury con- 

victed a Baltimore man of 

attempting to kill a witness 
in his brother’s murder trial, 
U.S. Rep. Elijah E. 

Cummings and Baltimore 
City State’s Attorney Patricia 
C. Jessamy stood outside the 
Clarence M. Mitchell Jr. 
Courthouse on last week to 

call for more federal assis- 
tance in protecting witnesses. 

Surrounded by other pros- 
ecutors from her office, 
Jessamy and Cummings also 
urged support for federal leg- 
islation he introduced that 
would provide millions in 

grants to local prosecutors 
for protecting witnesses. 

Cummings said that with- 
out witnesses who cooperate 
with police and prosecutors, 
the criminal justice system 
“erodes.” 

“People are tired. They’re 
tired of seeing their loved 
ones harmed. And then when 
it comes time to gather the 
evidence, nobody saw it be- 
cause everybody’s scared,” 
Cummings said. 

“I don’t care how you 
look at it. Many of our cases 

are affected by witness in- 
timidation — people coming 
to other’s doors and threat- 

ening them, telling them that 
if they ‘snitch’ they’re going 
to be hurt or they’re going to 

be killed.” 

Cummings’ legislation 
would create a state witness 

protection program within 
the U.S. Marshalls Service 
and authorize $90 million in 

competitive grants for each 
of the next three years. 

The grants would be 
available to state and local 
prosecutors to protect wit- 
nesses in cases involving ho- 
micides or serious violent 
felonies or drug cases. 

Currently, non-federal 
witnesses can participate in 
the federal witness protection 
program under certain cir- 
cumstances, but states are 

required to reimburse the 
federal government for the 
cost unless a waiver is 

granted. 
Under the federal witness 

protection program, the U.S. 
Marshalls Services provides 
families with long-term pro- 
tection, relocation, new iden- 
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tities, housing, employment, 
medical treatment and funds 
to cover their most essential 
needs. 

Last year, Baltimore spent 
more than $300,000 on its 
witness assistance program 
and is expected to spend 
$500,000 this year, mostly in 
the form of relocation assis- 
tance, Jessamy said. 

The program assisted 106 
families through June 20 of 
this year, according to the 
state attorney’s office, com- 

pared to 92 families at the 
same point last year. Through 
June, 19 families have been 
relocated. 

The day of the press con- 

ference, a city jury convicted 
Myron Gladney, 21, of at- 

tempted first-degree murder, 
witness intimidation and a 

handgun charge in the April 
2005 shooting of Stephen 
Arrington. 

Arrington was chased and 

shot in the back the day be- 
fore he was to appear as a 

state’s witness in the murder 
trial of Anthony Gladney, 
Myron Gladney’s brother. 
Ultimately, Anthony 
Gladney was acquitted of the 
murder charge. 

And on July 2, Carl 

Stanley Lackl, was shot and 
killed while standing outside 
his home with his 10-year- 
old daughter. Lackl was 

killed eight days before he 
was to testify for the state in 
the murder trial of Patrick 
Byers. 

Byers, 22, is accused of 

killing 30-year-old Larry 
Haynes in the 2400 block of 
E. Jefferson St. in March 
2006. 

Jessamy, who argued in 
favor of state laws passed in 
2005 that upped the penalty 
for retaliating against wit- 
nesses and allowed prosecu- 

tors to use the taped state- scourge” and a national prob- 
ments of witnesses afraid to lem. 

appear in court, called wit- Leonard Sparks writes for 
ness intimidation a “deadly Afro-American Newspapers. 
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HOUSING AUTHORITY 
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 

5390 EAST FLAMINGO ROAD LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89122-5338 
PHONE (702) 922-1550 FAX (702) 922-1626 

HQS INSPECTOR 
Immediate opening. 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Perform a variety of technical 
duties involved in the inspection of housing units in the Housing 
Authority’s housing programs; to ensure that housing units are 

up to standard and in conformance with required rules and 

regulations; and to maintain appropriate records and reports 
pertaining to inspections. 
This position pays $1,544.53 Biweekly, Range 48, Step 1. 

Experience: 
Two years of responsible experience in housing inspection, 
housing code enforcement, property management, or building 
maintenance, repair and construction. 

Training: High school graduate or GED supplemented by 
specialized training in real property management, building 
inspection or a related field. 

License or Certificate: Valid Nevada driver’s license insurable 
under the Authority’s automobile insurance plan. 
Recruitment requirements: Completed Housing Authority 
Application. Resumes are not accepted in lieu applications. 
For additional information visit our website www.haccnv.org. 
Applications must be received by 4:00 PM on Monday. August 
6. 2007, at 5390 East Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89122- 
5335. 
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UTILITIES 

The Las Vegas Valley Water District 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

LVVWD PROVIDES 
OUTSTANDING BENEFITS, 

VALUES DIVERSITY AND 
SUSTAINS A DYNAMIC 
WORK ENVIRONMENT 

If you are a progressive, resourceful individual 
who would like to put your unique skills to work, 
LVVWD would like to hear from you! 

HYDROLOGIST II 
We are seeking an individual with a strong background in groundwater 
hydrology, including well construction, testing and analysis techniques, 
groundwater resource exploration and development, project management, 
administration of water well construction contracts; experience in GIS 
applications, and excellent technical writing and communication skills. 
Knowledge of the Basin and Range geologic provinces would be beneficial. 
Requires graduation from a four-year college or university with major course 

work in earth science, hydrology, geology or a closely related field; and 
five years of increasingly responsible professional hydrologic experience; 
or an equivalent combination of training and experience. Salary: $79,742 

$89,710 annually, DOQ. Filing Deadline: Open until filled. 

Visit www.lvvwd.com to complete an application or apply in person at 

1001 S. Valley View Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89153 • (702) 258-3933 • (800) 252-2011 

AA/EOE/MFD 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 

5390 EAST FLAMINGO ROAD LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89122-5338 
PHONE (702) 922-1550 FAX (702) 922-1626 

PROPERTY MANAGER 
THIS IS AN OPEN AND CONTINUOUS RECRUITMENT 

Performs duties essential to the day-to-day management and 

operation of assigned housing development(s) including initial, 
annual, and interim determination of eligibility, rent, collection of 
rents, and maintenance of various waiting lists. Three years of 

experience in rental housing property management with a broad- 
based diversity of residents including low-income, disabled and 
elderly. Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 
in public administration, business administration or other related 
course work is preferred. 

This position pays $1, 544.53 Biweekly, Range 48, Step 1. 

Recruitment requirements: Completed Housing Authority 
Application and resume. Visit our website www.haccnv.org. to 
download employment application. Resumes are not accepted 
in lieu applications. NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. Application 
packets will be received until further notice at 5390 East Flamingo 
Road, Las Vegas, NV 89122-5335. 
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 002-08 

ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS CONTRACT TO SUPPLY 
REMANUFACTURED DETROIT DIESEL SERIES 50 ENGINE 

ASSEMBLIES AND ALLISON TRANSMISSIONS 

This Invitation for Bids (IFB) is being issued to award an annual 
requirements contract to supply and deliver remanufactured Detroit Diesel 
Series 50 engine assemblies and Allison transmissions to the Regional 
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) as required to 

specific locations. 

Invitation for Bids (IFB) No. 002-08 will be available beginning Tuesday, 
July 24, 2007 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday at the Regional Transportation Commission’s Administrative 
Building, first floor reception desk. Requests for IFB packages may be 
submitted via facsimile at (702) 676-1588 or via e-mail at 

www.colemand@rtcsnv.com and should be directed to the attention of 
Debra Coleman, Purchasing Analyst. 

Bids must be received on or before, August 23, 2007. Bids must be time 
stamped no later than 3:00 p.m., Pacific Standard Time (PST), on the due 
date. Bids time stamped at 3:01 p.m. or after on the due date will be 
returned unopened. A public opening will be held at 3:05, immediately 
following the bid closing. Bids must be sent to: 

Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Attention: Debra Coleman, C.P.M., Purchasing Analyst 

600 S. Grand Central Parkway 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 

The successful proposer shall cooperate with the RTC in meeting its 
commitments and objectives with regard to ensuring non-discrimination 
in the award and administration of U.S. DOT assisted contracts and shall 
use its best efforts to ensure that barriers to participation of DBEs do not 
exist. 
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 003-08 
ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS CONTRACT TO PRINT 

AND DELIVER TRANSIT 30 DAY PASSES 

The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) is 
soliciting qualified firms interested in providing the highest level of quality, 
on time delivery and service for an annual requirements contract to print 
and deliver transit 30-day passes as specified in this invitation for bids 
(IFB). 

IFB documents will be available beginning July 31,2007 between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday at the Regional 
Transportation Commission's Administrative Building, First Floor Reception 
Desk, 600 S. Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89106, via facsimile 
at 702-676-1588 or via e-mail at colemand@rtcsnv.com Requests for 
bid documents should be directed to the attention of Debra Coleman, 
C.P.M., RTC Purchasing Analyst. 

Bids will be received on, or before, August 24, 2007. Bids must be time 
stamped no later than 3:00 p.m., PST, on the due date. Bids time stamped 
at 3:01 p.m. or after on the due date will be returned unopened. A public 
bid opening will be held at 3:05, immediately following the bid closing. 
Bids must be sent to: 

Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Attention: Debra Coleman, C.P.M. 

Purchasing Analyst 
600 S. Grand Central Parkway 

Las Vegas, NV 89106. 

The successful bidder shall cooperate with the RTC in meeting its 
commitments and objectives with regard to ensuring non-discrimination 
in the award and administration of U.S. DOT assisted contracts and shall 
use its best efforts to ensure that barriers to participation of DBEs do not 
exist. 
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