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___OUR VIEW
So, What...

...will you do to improve the quality of life in Ward 5
in general and West Las Vegas in particular?

That question should be foremost on the minds of vot-
ers in Ward 5, which is the scene of one of the most con-
tested political races in the Valley in years. Ten candi-
dates are vying to replace Lawrence Weekly, who was
selected by Gov. Jim Gibbons to the fill the County Com-
mission seat vacated by Yvonne Atkinson-Gates,

It’s imperative that Ward 5 voters<—and anyone inter-
ested in the future of West Las Vegas—attend a candi-
dates’ meet-and-greet at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday at the West
Las Vegas Library Theater. This is your chance to meet
with each of the 10 people vying for the Ward 5 City
Council seat. It is your turn to get face-to-face with the
candidates and ask direct questions, take notes on what
they say and let them know that, if elected, you will hold
them accountable to keep their promises.

For those who may not know, the candidates are Ricki
Barlow, Marion D. Bennett, Richard B. Blue Jr., Gene
Collins, Katherine “Katie” Duncan, Earnestine L. Howell,
Jeffrey Loveall, Shondra Summers-Armstrong, Stacie
Truesdell and Marcia L. Washington. A crowded field to
say the least.

And if you need a refresher course on the issues fac-
ing West Las Vegas, here’s a quick primer: crime, pov-
erty, a lack of educational and recreational amenities and
a dearth of new development and industry (in terms of
affordable housing and jobs paying livable wages).

Now more than ever, it's imperative that West Las
Vegas voters in Ward 5 make their voices heard and fol-
low through by voting. The adage of the squeaky wheel
getting the grease is apropos. Only if West Las Vegas resi-
dents turn out in significant numbers will the eventual
Ward 5 City Council winner recognize and realize that
this is a constituency to be respected and heeded. If West
Las Vegans don't weigh in heavily in this process, the
eventual winner could very well focus his or her energies
on improving other parts of the ward, to the detriment of
historically Black West Las Vegas.

Sure, there’ll be other elections, but this one is cru-
cial, which means that next Tuesday’s meet-and-greet is
vital. West Las Vegas is on the precipice; there’s more
positive things going on than in a long time. The expan-
sion of the Agassi school. New and affordable homes on
Martin Luther King and Lake Mead boulevards. Booker
Elementary is getting a new building. The brothers at
Masjid As-Sabur conduct weekly walks near H and Wash-
ington to give folks positive images of Black men. At the
same time, West Las Vegas still lacks a grocery and still
is the scene of too much crime and poverty.

West Las Vegas can’t keep fighting against itself. It
can take two steps back for every step forward. Nor is
stasis an option. The momentum will likely shift more
toward the positive or more toward the negative, and West
Las Vegas needs a representative who’s going to work
their hardest to turn the tide for the better. :

Killing FOXes

It's no secret that Fox News hasn’t been very kind to
Black America. But is this mean-spiritedness the result
of a coordinated campaign of bias or something less ne-
farious? An upcoming documentary from Brave New
Films titled “Fox Attacks” leans toward the former.

A clip circulating on YouTube makes a convincing case
that Fox is, indeed, racist. The 3-minute clip features snip-
pets of interviews filled with incendiary messages. There's
former Bush advisor Mary Matalin blaming them for fo-
menting a victim mentality in Black America. One com-
mentator says Whites need to have more kids because
half of the children under age five in America are minori-
ties, Former LAPD cop Mark Furman says he’s dealt with
people like O.J. Simpson who will kill somebody and
then go have chicken at KFC. It goes on and on.

It's time for Black America to watch Fox, at least long
enough to get phone numbers and e-mail addresses to let
the network know we won't stand for its racism.

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

FOUR YEARS
AND COUNTING....
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By George E. Curry
Special to Sentinel-Voice

In all, 13 aspects of life,
ranging from security to ob-
taining medical care, condi-
tions have grown worse in
Iraq since the U.S. invaded
the country four years ago.

That's the conclusion of a
survey of 2,212 Iraqis con-
ducted by ABC News, USA
Today, the British Broadcast-
ing Corp. and ARD, a Ger-
man television network.

As U.S. officials attempt
to mark the fourth anniver-
sary of the war this week by
projecting an overly optimis-
tic view of life in Iraq, more
than half of the residents of
the country say they try to
avoid walking by public
buildings because of their
fear of suicide bombings,
they stay away from markets
and crowded places and, ex-
cept for the largely indepen-
dent Kurds in the North, are
not optimistic about their fu-
ture. i

The opinion poll, which
was released this week, is ex-
tremely valuable because,
traditionally, Americans
measure progress — or the
lack of it — by how many of
its soldiers are killed or
maimed in war. This survey
tells the story of the war from
the perspectives of the people
most affected — the Iraqis
themselves.

“When I go out, my fam-
ily calls me every five min-
utes, or whenever there is an
explosion — there are many
— to see if [ am still alive.

GEORGE E. CURRY

It’s worry, worry all the
time,” Zaid Hisham, a 29-
year-old Shiite engineer, told
USA Today._

“You can’t see your fu-
ture, and you can’t even (ry
to put an outline for your fu-
ture,” Hisham said.

A majority of residents
say life is better for them than
before the invasion, though
that margin is slipping. By a
margin of 43 percent to 36
percent, Iragis said life was
better than before the inva-
sion. In November 2003, the
figure was 51 percent to 29
percent.

As optimism fades in Irag,
U.S. public opinion has
turned against the war,
largely because of initial
claims that weapons of mass
destruction — the pretext for
going to war — proved to be
false. More than 3,200 U.S.
troops have been killed, and
spending is approaching
$500 billion with predictions
that it could exceed $1 tril-
lion.

Initially, almost 75 per-
cent of Americans supported
the invasion. The latest pub-
lic opinion surveys show that

opposition to the war is now
at 60 percent.

In Iraq, the U.S. presence
is being viewed almost as
much of a problem as it is a
solution. According to the
poll of Iraqis, 44 percent say
U.S. or allied forces have
been involved in unnecessary
violence nearby.

Most do not feel safe.

“I don’t feel safe, even at
my home,” Munaf Mahmood
Lafta, a Sunni taxi driver,
told USA Toeday.

*My brother was taken
from his house by people
wearing Iragi commando
uniforms. That was on Jan.
12, 2006, and we don’t know
where he is, even now. My
mother died from her sad-
ness. So where is the safety
you speak about? No safety
at all, and no security — not
in our neighborhood, nor in
my house,” he said.

Public opinion in Iraq is
not universal, varying by re-
ligious and ethnic affilia-

tions.

Kurds, 15 to 20 percent of
the population concentrated
in the North, report the few-
est problems, according to
the survey. Shiites, about 60
percent of the population and
the group that suffered the
most under Saddam Hussein,
are hopeful. And Sunni Ar-
abs, about 15 or 20 percent
of the population and favored
by the former dictator, ex-
pressed the most desperation,
according to USA Today.

Followed by a weekend of
anti-war protests, Iraq re-
ceived increased attention
this week as the House of
Representatives considers
measures to cut funding for
the war and set a firm pull-
out date of Sept. 1, 2008.

A $124 billion spending
bill under consideration
would appropriate $95.5 bil-
lion for the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Even if it passes
the House, the measure is not

(See Curry, Page 11)
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