ASK DEANNA!

Real People,
Real Advice

Ask Deanna! Is an advice column known for its fear-
less approach to reality-based subjects!

Dear Deanna!

For five years, I've been madly in love with a good
friend. We've talked about having a relationship, but the
timing was never good. Next thing you know, he married
a girl who was pregnant because his family thought it was
the mature thing to do. After a year, he got into trouble
with her family, and now he’s in jail for 7 years. We write
and talk on the phone and he knows I love him. I respect
his marriage, but my love is getting stronger. Should I
express my feelings to him?

Very Confused

Las Vegas, NV

Dear Confused:

Let’s do the math. One man went half on a baby with
someone else plus one wedding equals two and you're
not in the equation. You're infatuated and want what you
can’t have. He wasn’t interested when he was free because
he married someone else. He's interested now because he's
on lockdown. Remain as friends because he can’t do noth-
ing for you but tell you what you want to hear. Save your-
self some heartbreak, because when he gets released, he’s
going to his wife and child, and you’ll be crushed again.
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Dear Deanna!

[ just learned that my husband may be the father of my
five 5-year old nephew. I found out by accident. My hus-
band was talking on the phone, laughing and joking and I
heard him say that he thought my sister’s son was his child
but he never did a DNA test. I remember when we started
dating he used to say he thought he left his ex-girlfriend
pregnant, When my sister popped up pregnant, she said it
was a one-night stand. How do I investigate this situation
peacefully?

Worried Wife

Columbus, OH

Dear Wife:

Regardless of the outcome, people are going to be hurt
and trust among all parties destroyed. If you feel in your
heart that it’s worth it, get the process started with your
husband first. Ask him if he dated your sister and if he’s
the possible father. Have the same discussion with your
sister, and if they’re on the same page, have a DNA test.
The timing between his relationships is crucial but only
time, faith and personal maturity can save your marriage
and family relationships if this is true.
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Dear Deanna!

My father divorced my mother after 40 years of mar-
riage. I have a problem with the fact his new girlfriend is
young enough to be his daughter. I don’t like it and I know
she’s only after his money. He has bought her fur coats, a
car and gave her a credit card. He never did these things
for my mother or me. Our relationship is suffering be-
cause he puts his girlfriend first and listens to everything
she says. How do I open my father’s eyes?

Lynn

Taylorsville, NC

Dear Lynn: e

You're in a lot of pain; but at the same time, you're
very jealous and filled with envy. You're entitled to these
feelings and would feel the same way about your father’s
girlfriend regardless of her age. Your father is enjoying
his freedom, and experiencing a possible mid-life crisis.
The young girl is a boost to his ego until she deflates it by
leaving him. Be the good daughter that you are and sup-
port him and focus on making your personal relationship
stronger because women will come and go, but you will
always be his daughter.

Write: Ask Deanna! Email: askdeannal @yahoo.com
or 264 S. LaCienega Blvd. Suite 1283 Beverly Hills, CA
90211 Website: www.askdeanna.com.
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Surprise cut on ‘Idol’ show

Is “American ldol” for
real?

In a surprise, Stephanie
Edwards — one of this
season’s best singers — was
voted off the top-rated talent
contest Wednesday, while
weak and = sometimes
unwatchable performers
Sanjaya Malakar and Haley
Scarnato were allowed to
stay.

The untimely departure of
Edwards, 19, of Savannah,
Ga., narrowed the number of
“Idol” contestants to 10. The
winner will be chosen in
May.

Simon Cowell said on
Tuesday’s show that
Edwards’ rendition of Dusty
Springfield's “You Don’t
Have to Say You Love Me"
lacked the edginess and
youthful energy that she
brought to her previous per-
formances.

Paula Abdul echoed that
sentiment, telling Edwards
she should have “more fun”
onstage.

Dodging viewer elimina-
tion was Chris Richardson,
who had the next-lowest vote

TV star

LOS ANGELES (AP) -
Isaiah Washington, who
traced his ancestral roots to
Sierra Leone through DNA
testing, has donated $25,000
to a computer animation
project that aims to detail the
Atlantic slave trade.

The “Grey’s Anatomy”
star started a nonprofit foun-
dation last year to improve
the lives of people in the
West African nation.

“The stories of innumer-
able Sierra Leoneans that

Sinbad:

MIAMI (AP) - Actor-co-
median Sinbad had the last
laugh after his Wikipedia en-
try announced he was dead,
the performer said recently.

Rumors began circulating
Saturday regarding the post-
ing, said Sinbad, who first got
a telephone call from his
daughter. The gossip quieted,
but a few days later the 50-
year-old entertainer said the
phone calls, text messages
and e-mails started pouring in
by the hundreds.

“Saturday, I rose from the
dead and then died again,”
the Los Angeles-based enter-
tainer told The Associated
Press in a phone interview.

The St. Petersburg-based
nonprofit organization,

which describes itself as “the
free encyclopedia that any-
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Stephanie Edwards, once seen as an “American Idol” favorite, was recently shelved.

tally in the competition.
Richardson, 22, of Chesa-
peake, Va., had impressed
judges with his smooth take
on “Don’t Let the Sun Catch

You Crying.” Cowell called
it his “best performance so
far,” while Abdul praised him
as “charming and sexy.”

In its sixth season,

“American Idol” continues to
dominate the ratings. It has
attracted 26 million to 37
million viewers per telecast
this season.

Washington gives loot

were forced into slavery have
yet to be extensively told,”
Washington said in a state-
ment. “T believe this project
will begin to shed some
much-needed light on the re-
gion, both past and present.”

The computer project fo-
cuses on Bunce Island, an
18th-century slave-trading
castle that sent African cap-
tives to North America. Jo-
seph Opala and Gary
Chatelain, professors at
James Madison University in

’ ]

I’'m alive
one can edit,” leaves it to a
vast user community to catch
factual errors and other prob-
lems. Apparently, someone
edited it to say Sinbad died
of a heart attack. By the time
the error was caught, e-mail
links of the erroneous page
had been forwarded to hun-
dreds of people.

A note on Sinbad's
Wikipedia page last week
said the site has been tempo-
rarily protected from editing
to deal with vandalism.

Wikipedia was created in
2001 as a Web research tool.
It has more than 1.6 million
articles, contributed by mem-
bers of the public.

A telephone call and an e-
mail left for Wikipedia were
not immediately returned.

(See Sinbad, Page 8)

Virginia, are directing the
project, which will show the
castle as it appeared in 1805,

They hope to create an
educational CD that will let
students get a virtual look at
the castle and its details to see
what Africans experienced
250 years ago.

*Our computer animation
project will allow us to go be-
yond the imagination and
actually see how the Atlantic
slave trade was carried out,”
which is crucial, because

those events could not be
documented then by photog-
raphy, Opala said in a state-
ment.

Washington’s donation
was: made through his
Gondobay Manga Founda-
tion and the Friends of Sierra
Leone, a spokesman said re-
cently.

The star of ABC’s hit
medical drama came under
fire this year for using an
anti-gay slur, for which he
later apologized.

True Love CMissiona'ry

Baptist Church
Pastor Willie Jacobs Jr.

Presents

Annual
S}oring Revival
featuring International Evangelist

Dr. Carroll A. Baltimore Sr.,

1st VP ‘Progressive National GBa_ptist
Conventions (PNBC)
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