
Graham to LV youth: Be better students 
By Kanika Vann 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
Stedman Graham recently 

spoke with Valley High 
School students about im- 

proving academic perfor- 
mance. Graham spoke on 

February 7 as part of the 
G.E.A.R. U.P. — Gaining 
Early Awareness and Readi- 
ness for Undergraduate Pro- 

grams. It is a national pro- 
gram that aims to teach 
middle and high school stu- 

dents to stay in school, study 
hard, maintain high expecta- 
tions, and strive to gain a col- 

lege education. 
Graham — author, busi- 

nessman, and longtime com- 

panion of Oprah Winfrey — 

lectured students about keep- 
ing positive attitudes, imple- 
menting formulas for per- 
sonal and academic growth, 
improving their current aca- 

demic performance, and dis- 

cussing each students aca- 

demic potential. Graham also 
focused part of his message 
about maximizing academic 
effectiveness for teachers. 

“By visiting the school, I 
hope to teach the students 
how to take in information 
and make it relevant to per- 
sonal development, based on 

memorization. They have to 

learn to be better students, 
and learning how to be bet- 
ter students teaches them to 

be better people,” Graham 
said. 

After school, in the newly 
annexed Valley Theater, Gra- 
ham spoke with Valley High 
School faculty and staff. He 

passed out copies of his new 

book, “Diversity Leaders Not 
Labels: A New Plan for the 
21st Century.” 

Graham said that students 
can’t be great unless they are 

taught. 
“Teachers, you have the 

greatest jobs in the world. 

Every day, you are blessed 
with the opportunity to mold 

young minds,” he said. 
“You transfer knowledge 

to those who don’t have it. It 

doesn’t get any better than 
that. You give people power. 
But are you prepared for that 

challenge? Every moment in 

the classroom is vital. Every 
day of learning is important. 
I know that there are some 

days that are extremely dif- 

ficult. But no matter how 
hard those days may be, you 
have to remember your pur- 
pose. You must teach. Your 

ability to build is determined 

by your strength.” 
Graham, who serves as 

CEO of S. Graham & Asso- 

ciates, lectures all over the 

country 70 to 80 times a year, 
training companies and lec- 

turing adults and teenagers to 

find their passions. Graham 
was brought to the Las Ve- 

gas area by Wells Fargo 
Bank, co-sponsor of 
G.E.A.R. U.P. 

“I teach people to find 
who they are,” said Graham. 
“I’ve written 10 books on 

these topics. I introduce team 

programs and Internet educa- 
tion to help others improve 
their performances at all lev- 

els.” 

During the latter part of 
his lecture, Graham dis- 
cussed his visions and nine 

steps for better education: 
“First, you must know your- 
self. Second, create your vi- 
sion. Third, prepare for the 
future. Fourth, know your 
guiding principles. Fifth, 
overcome your fears. Sixth, 
be flexible. Seventh, create a 

support team. Eighth, make 

good choices. And the ninth 

step is to commit to your vi- 
sion and stay focused. Keep 
negativity out of your life, 
because it is designed to de- 

stroy you. Whatever you fo- 
cus on, expands.” 

He added a warning: 
“One drop of fear cripples 
you.” 

Graham’s motto, “Don’t 

get stuck in the box,” was tar- 

geted to teachers and staff. 

“Find a way to teach chil- 
dren that doesn’t always rely 
on conventional means. All 
children don’t learn that way. 
You have to think outside of 

the box. Like your students, 
every day that you walk into 
that classroom, you have to 

make a conscious decision to 

be better.” 
Las Vegas was part of 

Graham’s regional tour with 

planned stops in San Diego, 

Palm Springs and Los Ange- 
les for team program devel- 

opment before returning 
home to Chicago. 

In Los Angeles, Graham 
mentors at the Muhammad 
Ali Center for Men and Boys, 
an $80 million facility 
around improving the perfor- 
mance and potential of Afri- 
can-American males. 

Graham makes it known 
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Uet to know your neighbors. Plan a play date. Enjoy a fantastic value at 

Capistrano. Two-story homes arranged around cul-de-sacs enhance this lovely 
neighborhood, while charming exteriors catch the eye with subtle intrigue. 
Inside each home you will discover a world of detail and imagination. 
Add planned greenbelts, pools and recreation facilities and you’ll 
find plenty of exciting outdoor opportunities, too. As a 

first-time homebuyer, you won’t be disappointed. 
Visit our models today. 
Capistrano at Vista Cielo...you'll love living here. 

♦ 3 to 5 Bedrooms 
♦ 1,462 to 1,8! 

1 ip 
♦ 2.5 Baths 

18 sq. ft 

From the mid 
$200,000’s 

Driving directions: Take I-15 north 
to Craig Rd, exit west Go to Losee 
Rd and turn right Continue north 
to the Capistrano models. 

CAPISTRANO 
AT VISTA CIE10 

5324 Pendergrass Street • North Us Vegas. NV 89084 • (702) 649-0150 

For more information about this and other Pardee neighborhoods, 
please visit www.pardeehomes.com/capistrano 
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