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Tyson indicted
ondrug charges

PHOENIX (AP) - Former heavyweight champ Mike
Tyson has been indicted on charges of drug possession
and driving under the influence of drugs.

The 40-year-old was indicted Friday on felony drug
possession and paraphernalia possession counts and two
misdemeanor counts of driving under the influence of
drugs. If convicted of all four charges, he could be sen-
tenced to up to 7 1/2 years in prison, Maricopa County
Attorney Andrew Thomas said.

The charges stem from Tyson's Dec. 29 arrest in
Scottsdale. Tyson was pulled over after leaving a night-
club, and an officer found bags of cocaine in his back
pocket and another in a package of cigarettes in his car,
according to court records.

Tyson’s criminal attorney, Thomas Marlowe, didn’t
immediately return phone calls Friday.

Thomas said he would pursue prison time for Tyson,
who was convicted of rape in Indiana in 1992 and pleaded
no contest to misdemeanor assault charges in Maryland
in 1999, .

*“Tyson endangered the public and himself and must
be held accountable for his actions,” Thomas said. “It’s
my hope that a conviction and prison time will help him
to break his addictions and learn to comply with the law.”

Tyson, who recently got back in the ring for a series
of four-round exhibitions, became the youngest heavy-
weight champion in history at 20 in 1986, when he
knocked out Trevor Berbick. Four years later, he was
knocked out by James “Buster” Douglas. By 1997,
Tyson’s career hit a low point when he bit Evander
Holyfield's ear during a fight.
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The account contains no
descriptions of the actual kill-
ings but says Simpson was
drenched in blood and hold-
ing a bloody knife when he
regained control of himself.
Both victims were dead.

The ghostwriter of “If 1
Did It” knew nothing about
the case when he came into
the project and had to do a
lot of research, Simpson said.
The writer was not a witness
at the criminal trial, as has
been reported, Simpson said.

Simpson' said he saw a
number of factual flaws
while proofreading the chap-
ter but did not correct them
because he thought that
would prove that he did not
write it, he said.

Author Laurence Schiller,
whose book “American
Tragedy” contains a detailed
account of the crime and its
aftermath, said he was con-
tacted last November by
someone who read the chap-
ter to him.

“There’s not a fact in there
that wasn’t previously
printed or was in the trial dis-
covery papers,” Schiller
said.

Schiller agreed with
Simpson that there are tech-
nical flaws in the chapter, in-
cluding the claim that
Simpson entered Nicole's
home through a broken back

gate. Both Schiller and
Simpson said the front gate
had the broken latch.

The book was to be pub-
lished on Nov. 30 by News
Corp.-owned HarperCollins.
News Corp. head Rupert
Murdoch called off the
project 10 days before,
apologizing for any pain that
it had caused the families of
Ron Goldman and Nicole
Brown Simpson.

When the proposal for a
book was brought to him,
Simpson said, he implored
the publishers not to include
the “created half-chapter”
about the killings.

However, “they said it
was the hook that would sell
the book,” Simpson said.

He said he elicited a
promise that there would be
no descriptions of anyone
being killed, something he
feared would upset his chil-
dren.

“Was it tacky?” he said.
*Yes, it was tacky. But it was
brought to me. I didn’t have
an agent out there saying,
here’s a book from O.J.”

He said he agreed to the
book because he needed the
money for his family.

“I knew going in it would
be what it would be,” he said.
“It was worth it. [ made a
decision that it would benefit
my family and my life. I
don’t have any regrets.”
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Indy, Warriors swap teams

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP)-
Almost every player in-
volved in the Indiana Pacers’
eight-man trade with the
Golden State Warriors on
Wednesday is likely to wel-
come the change of scenery.

The Pacers traded Al
Harrington and Stephen
Jackson to Golden State for
forwards Troy Murphy and
Mike Dunleavy in a large,
bold deal to shake up two
struggling teams.

The Pacers also sent guard
Sarunas Jasikevicius and for-
ward Josh Powell to the War-
riors, who gave up forward
Ike Diogu and guard Keith
McLeod. According to Chris
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Mullin, the Warriors’ vice
president and a former player
for both teams, the wholesale
shuffle will benefit everyone
involved.

*“This is a situation where
both teams feel good about
what’s going to happen.”
Mullin said. “They’re all key
components. All these guys
that are in the deal, they’re
going to have good roles with
their new teams.”

Murphy, Dunleavy and
Diogu had been reduced to
high-priced backups for fail-
ing to produce more in new
coach Don Nelson’s offen-
sive-minded system. Both
Murphy and Dunleavy have

hefty contracts that allowed
Golden State to finish the
deal with significantly less
financial impact than the
Pacers.

“I think this makes us
more athletic.” Nelson said.
“I was looking for a little
more dominance in my play-
ers, and I think this gives us
that look.”

Harrington, the most ac-
complished player in the
trade, struggled to get com-
fortable alongside Jermaine
O'Neal in his first season
back with Indiana. Mean-
while, Jackson has been
dogged by legal troubles and
attitude problems all season,
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embarrassing the club with
an early season fight at a strip
club and a spat with coach
Rick Carlisle last month.

*[ think he was in a diffi-
cult environment for him,”
Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh
said of Jackson, who aver-
aged 14.1 points this season.
“INo matter what he was go-
ing to do, he wasn’t going to
outlive that environment. So
I think it's good for him to
go to another city and start
fresh, and I think it’s good for
our team as well.”

The deal left injury-
plagued Golden State with
just six healthy players on its

(See Trade, Page 15)
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