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(NNPA) Judge Kathleen 
Dekker declared a mistrial 
recently for the five members 
of the Alpha Xi chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
Inc. accused of hazing. 

The case will be tried 
again, beginning the second 
week in January, unless the 
prosecution decides not to 

retry the case. 

The ruling came after ju- 
rors were unable to agree on 

the definition of “serious 
bodily injury,” which was the 
basis for trial. 

The defendants were the 
first to be tried under the 

newly-enacted Chad 
Meredith Act, named after 
the University of Miami stu- 

dent who died in 2001 as a 

result of hazing. The act 

makes distinctions between 
misdemeanor and felony 
hazing charges based on 

bodily harm. 

According to an attorney 
for the defense, Chuck E. 

Hobbs, during the delibera- 

tion, jurors sent out several 

questions asking for a more 

definitive statement on what 

seriously bodily injury was. 

“Prior to trial, there were 

a number of motions to dis- 
miss this case that we filed, 
based upon the fact that when 
the Legislature enacted this 
law back in 2005, they did 
not define the phrase serious 
bodily injury,” Hobbs said. 

“We knew that would 
cause problems, because 
whereas the prosecutor ar- 

gued that people can use then- 
common everyday use of the 

phrase, you need an objective 
type of legal standard in a 

case like this.” 
Brian Bowman, 23; Corey 

Gray, 22; Jason Harris, 25; 
Marcus Hughes, 21; and 
Michael Morton, 23, were 

accused of hazing Marcus 
Jones, a pledge, during the 
intake process for the frater- 

nity earlier this year. 
If convicted of the felony 

charges, the young men 

would have faced up to five 

years in prison. 
Medical experts were 

brought in for both the pros- 
ecution and defense. 

The state’s experts said 
that Jones’ injury was seri- 

ous, whereas the defense’s 
said otherwise. 

Hobbs’, who is the attor- 

ney for Bowman, Gray, 
Hughes and Morton, said in 
his opinion, there was a hung 
jury because juries tend to 

need some type of legal stan- 

dard from jvhich they can 

judge what they have heard 
when there is competing 
medical testimony. 

Hobbs said that at the trial, 
there were two issues: the 

identity of who hit Marcus 
and if he was injured under 
the definition. During the 

trial, the defense had a lot of 

testimony with respect to the 
second issue, but plan to 

delve into the first issue more 

deeply, if the case is retried. 
“..As for the first issue, 

we really were not able to get 
into all of the testimony that 
we would have liked that 
would have seriously dis- 
credited the identity as these 

young men being the ones 

who struck Marcus Jones,” 
Hobbs said. 

Although the initial trial 
has ended, students are still 

considering its implications. 
One member of Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity Inc., said 
before the mistrial was even 

announced he thought there 
would be problems regarding 
the term’s definition. 

Serge Beaubrun said the 
act states that “a person must 

be seriously harmed, but it 
does not state what serious 

harmjs.” 
“Personally, I don’t think 

(the five defendants) should 

be convicted,” said 
Beaubrun, 22, a member of 
the Eta Alpha chapter. “The 
defense attorneys have found 
some loopholes.” 

Beaubrun said the “Kappa 
trial,” as the case has come 

to be known, has shed a nega- 
tive light onto other organi- 
zations. 

“Each fraternity and so- 

rority is different, so people 
cannot say all Greeks prac- 
tice the same methods,” 
Beaubrun said. 

“Not everyone does that,” 
he explained. “We’re all 
Greek, but we have different 
letters. You can’t say because 

this one did this, they all do 
this.” 

Byron Iszard said if the 
defendants were guilty, they 
went over the line while 

pledging occurred. There is 
a line organizations must not 

cross he said. 
Iszard is a member of 

Delta Sigma Pi International 
Business Fraternity, a co- 

educational organization at 

Florida State University. 
While the fraternity is open 
to all races, there is a large 
number of Black students in 
the Gamma Lambda chapter 
at FSU, Iszard said. 

“It should be in 

everybody's mind that you're 
going over the line,” he said 
about hazing as severe as the 
kind of which the five defen- 
dants are accused. 

Since DSP is a business 

fraternity, Iszard said, it does 
not allow hazing in any form 
because the members feel it 
is important to stay business- 
like. 

“We do not haze; in our 

bi-laws, it’s forbidden to 

haze,” he said. “Since we’re 
a professional fraternity, we 

promote professionalism.” 
Iszard’s fraternity, like 

Green and Beaubrun’s, has 
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