
Half of NYC children born in poverty 
By Saeed Shabazz 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
NEW YORK (NNPA) 

The Mayor’s Commission 
for Economic Opportunity 
has stated that 50 percent of 
the children born in New 
York City are bom in pov- 
erty. This translates into more 

than 300,000 children in the 
city not having health insur- 
ance. New York City’s bil- 
lionaire mayor, Michael 
Bloomberg, says the local 

government must provide 
health insurance for those 
children who are uninsured. 

“We need to look at things 
like enrolling children in 
health insurance at the time 

they’re born and enrolling 
parents,” writes Donna 

Lawrence, executive director 
of the Children’s Defense 
Fund-NY, in an article that 

appeared in the Gotham Ga- 
zette on Sept. 25. 

Addressing the mayor’s 
commissioned report on pov- 
erty, Lawrence stated: “As a 

blueprint, it’s great. The fact 
that the mayor has done this 
and is taking leadership is a 

good signal.” 
However, Lawrence’s la- 

ment was that the mayor did 
not go into any detail on how 
he will get the uninsured chil- 
dren insured. 

New York City is not the 

only locality struggling with 
this issue and politicians are 

not the only ones dealing 
with the issue of the unin- 

sured. But, according to the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures, in recent years 
states have stepped in, pass- 
ing incremental reforms try- 
ing to fill the coverage gaps. 

“Much of what passes for 
wisdom about the uninsured 
in policy circles is not 

founded on strong theory, 

College students give 
back more frequently 

(AP) — Some call them lazy, more in- 
terested in partying hard than helping out. 

But a new study shows college students 
volunteer at a rate that’s grown sharply 
over the last few years. 

The number of college students volun- 

teering grew more than 20 percent, from 
2.7 million to 3.3 million, between 2002 
and 2005, according to a study being re- 

leased Monday by the Corporation for 
National & Community Service, a federal 
agency. The growth rate for college stu- 

dents is more than double that for all vol- 
unteers. 

“We have observed a historically sig- 
nificant surge in service interest by col- 

lege students, probably the most remark- 
able increase since the ‘Greatest Genera- 
tion’ of World War II,” said Steve Gold- 
smith, the former mayor of Indianapolis 
and chairman of the corporation. 

Altogether, about 30 percent of college 
students are volunteering, with tutoring 
and mentoring the most common activi- 
ties. 

Utah, Idaho and Oklahoma had the 
highest percentage of college students vol- 

unteering, while Georgia, New York and 

Nevada had the lowest. 
The study uses data from the Current 

Population Survey, a regular household 

survey conducted by the government that 
in 2002 began asking questions about 
volunteerism. 

That means the study doesn’t show the 
trend before 2002, but much of the spike 
in volunteerism seems to date to the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

“What’s remarkable is students who 
were in high school at the time of 9/11, 
and are now in college, have kept levels,” 
Goldsmith said. 

About one-third of K-12 schools now 

have service learning in the curriculum. A 
few colleges, and many individual college 
courses, have made service work manda- 

tory. 
But Goldsmith said he does not believe 

such mandatory service explains the in- 
crease, noting other indicators such as 

strong demand for slots in the 
corporation’s AmeriCorps program. A re- 

cent national survey of college freshmen 
found the highest level of interest in help- 
ing others in 25 years. 

(See Volunteering, Page 15) 

V I just enrolled in the 

Expertise Cosmetology institute’s^ 
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the way to achieving my goals of 

becoming a Medical Esthetician. 

Anything is possible! 
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writes Catherine 

McLaughlin in the book 
“Health Policy and the Un- 
insured.” She noted the ten- 

sion between academics and 

policymakers. 
“Social scientists will al- 

ways look for better answers, 

whereas policymakers want 

the best available answers. 

Social scientists can wait; 
policymakers cannot.” 

Nationally, the poverty 
rate for children under age 18 
in 2005 (17.6 percent) re- 

mained higher than that of 
18- to 64-year-olds (11.1 per- 
cent) and that of people 65 
and older (10.1 percent), ac- 

cording to a U.S. Census 
Bureau report that was issued 
in August. 

The report also shows that 
the number of uninsured chil- 
dren increased nationally be- 
tween 2004 and 2005, from 
10.8 percent to 11.2 percent 
(7.9 million to 8.3 million re- 

spectively). Black children 

comprise an estimated 12.5 

percent of those not insured 

nationally. 
“With an uninsured rate at 

19.0 percent in 2005, chil- 
dren in poverty were more 

likely to be uninsured than all 

children,” the census report 
stated. 

The U.S. Office of Man- 

agement and Budget, using 
the Consumer Price Index, 
states that the average pov- 
erty threshold for a family of 

four in 2005 was $ 19,971; for 
a family of three, $15,577; 
for a family of two, $12,755. 

In the Census Bureau’s 

“Income, Poverty and Health 
Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 2005” report, 
real median income rose in 
the U.S. by 1.1 percent be- 
tween 2004 and 2005 at 

$46,326. Black households 
had the lowest median in- 
come in 2005 ($30,858). 
Asians had the highest me- 

dian income ($61,094); 
White households at 

$50,784, with Latino house- 
holds at $35,967. The three- 

year average for Native 
Americans and Alaska Na- 
tive households was $35,967, 
according to the current Cen- 
sus Population Survey. 

The percentage of people 
without health insurance 

coverage rose from 15.6 per- 
cent to 15.9 percent (46.6 
million people). Blacks com- 

prised 19.6 percent (7.2 mil- 
lion) of those uninsured. For 

Latinos, the numbers in- 
creased from 2004 to 2005, 
from 13.5 million to 14.1 
million (or 32.7 percent). 
Whites who are uninsured 
remained statistically un- 

changed from 2004 to 2005 
at 11.3 percent, or 22.1 mil- 
lion. For Asians during that 
same period, the uninsured 
rate increased to 2.3 million, 
up from 2 million, or a per- 
centage increase from 16.5 

percent to 17.9 percent. The 

three-year average for Native 
Americans and Alaska Na- 
tives without health insur- 
ance was 29.9 percent. 

“The health care safety 
net,” that is, state and federal 

government-sponsored pro- 
grams intended to “catch” 

people unable to access ser- 

vices in the private market “is 

being increasingly strained,” 

according to the National 
Conference of State Legisla- 
tures. 

In 2006, Massachusetts 
and Vermont passed legisla- 
tion to ensure that all state 

residents have health insur- 

ance; Chapter 58 of the Acts 
of 2006 promises that every 

person in the Commonwealth 
will have health care access 

by 2009. 
While the legislative trend 

in the states is to fill the gaps 
public and private systems 
leave behind, some states are 

still considering a single- 
payer, universal health insur- 
ance system that would cover 

every citizen within their bor- 
ders. San Francisco passed 
the Health Access Plan, 
which is aimed at covering 
82,000 city residents. So far, 
in 2006, eight states have 
been considering universal 
health care bills. Seven states 

have commissioned studies 
to look at the possibility of 
such a system. 

“Every state wrestles with 
the impact that rising 
healthcare costs and numbers 
of uninsured have on the 

economy and budget,” writes 
Nina Owcharenko, senior 

policy analyst for the conser- 

vative Heritage Foundation’s 
Health Care division and 
Robert Moffit, director of the 
Center for Health also at the 

Heritage Foundation. 
“Nonetheless, every state 

has its own healthcare deliv- 

ery system that operates in a 

unique political, cultural, le- 

gal and regulatory climate. 
The process illustrates that 
states, regardless of their dif- 

fering characteristics, can 

tackle the difficult healthcare 
issues,” Owcharenko con- 

cluded. 
Saeed Shabazz writes for 

the Final Call. 
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Paid Pol. Adv. by the Friends to Elect "Bobby G" Gronauer 

RE-ELECT 

"BOBBY 0” 
GRONADER 

A Combat Veteran 
A Police Veteran of the Streets 

Dedicated To 
His Country and Community 


