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LONDON (AP) - Diddy
Sean Combs is Diddy no
more — at least in Britain.
The musician and entertain-
ment mogul has agreed to
drop the Diddy name as part
of an out-of court legal settle-
ment with London-based
music producer Richard
“Diddy” Dearlove, the law
firm representing Dearlove
said Monday.

Solicitors Jens Hills &
Co. said Combs had agreed
o “rebrand his commercial
activities” in Britain and
would “no longer be able to
trade in the U.K. as ‘Diddy.””

Combs — formerly

known as Puffy and Puff

Daddy — has used the moni-
ker P. Diddy since 2001, but
last year decided to be known
solely as Diddy.

Dearlove launched a law-
suit for unfair competition,
claiming the name change
had caused confusion. The
case had been due 1o go to
the high court next month.

“I started getting e-mails
from Puerto Rican girls ask-
ing if they could be in my
video and people were ask-
ing me to look at their cloth-
ing line,” Dearlove was
quoted as saying by The
Guardian newspaper.

Combs, 36, whose fortune
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The Choose and Move Festival on
September 9 emphasized a healthy, active
lifestyle. Activities included horseshoes,
bocce ball, frisbee, golf, swimming,
aerobics, soccer, basketball, a climbing
wall, African dance, tai chi, pilates, yoga,
natural line dancing and more. (Top left
and bottom right) Local firefighthers
played local police officers in a spirited
game of basketball. (Adjacent) Women
learn the nuances of belly dancing.
(Above) Participants walk the labyrinth.

Grammy award winner Diddy peforms at the 2006 NFL
Opening Kickoff concert last week in Miami Beach, Fla.

was last year estimated by
Forbes magazine at $250
million, agreed to pay
Dearlove’s costs, as well as
“significant” damages,
Dearlove’s lawyer said.

But a spokesman for the
music mogul said the matter
had been resolved “amica-
bly.”

“The damages reported
are wholly inaccurate and the
request by Dearlove’s attor-
ney for legal fees in a case
that has been settled is regret-

table and is being vigorously
contested,” spokesman Rob-
ert Zimmerman of Dan
Klores Communications said
on behalf of Combs.

Dearlove, 40, best known
for his 1990s dance remix of
Blondie's “Atomic,” told The
Guardian he was “happy and
relieved. It doesn’t matter
how big people become,” he
said. “This is my name. I've
been successful, too. I'm not
a global megastar, but what I
do is valid.”
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