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ABUJA, NIGERIA 
(NNPA) Former President 
Bill Clinton is on a major cru- 

sade, and the continent of 
Africa is increasingly be- 

coming a narrow focus on his 

post-presidential agenda. 
He’s saying to the world that 
the continent needs to be 

given a chance, and people 
are listening to the southern 
accent spin a tale of possibili- 
ties. 

The seasoned politician 
was the first head of state, 
current or past, to address at- 

tendees of the Leon H. 

Sullivan Summit VII held 
this week in Abuja, Nigeria. 

For Clinton, Africa repre- 
sents a hotbed of potential 
that has been virtually un- 

tapped. 
“We need to remember 

that there isn’t unlimited time 
available to us. We are all 
here because we’ve had good 
lives. We need to use the re- 

maining time to give the 
same to others,” said the poli- 
tician-turned-humanitarian 
whose message drew deafen- 

ing applause. 
At Aso Rock — the Ni- 

gerian president’s residence 
surrounded by a large boul- 
der — President Clinton was 

joined on the stage with 

Olusegun Obasanjo and de- 
livered a keynote address in 
which he declared the Glo- 
bal Sullivan Principles “pro- 
foundly important” because 

they purport to promote so- 

cial justice, human rights and 

Sabo Adamu is a young tailor who works at his father’s 
shop at Ruga area of Abuja, Nigeria. Former U.S. President 
Bill Clinton told African leaders last week that the\ need to 

strengthen their governments so thou they can addre ss long- 
standing problems of hunger and disease. 

economic opportunity. 
Clinton currently serves 

as a board member of the 
Sullivan Foundation, set up 
by Hope Masters in honor of 
her father, the late Reverend 
Leon H. Sullivan, an African- 
American philanthropist who 

was keenly aware of the 
continent’s potential; there- 
fore, Sullivan dedicated the 

latter part of his life to build- 

ing enduring institutions that 

would link the continent of 
Africa with America — par- 
ticularly African-Americans. 

The chartered flight that 
arrived in Abuja, Nigeria on 

July 16 carried primarily 
brown faces, supporters of 

Sullivan’s vision. Once 

called the African-African 
American Summit, the 

Sullivan Summits have since 
transformed into a biennial 

meeting that focuses on pri- 
vate sector investment for the 
continent. “We have gotten 

more from Africa than we’ve 
ever given,” said Ambassa- 
dor Andrew Young, Summit 
VII co-chairman and chair- 
man of the board for the 

Sullivan Foundation. 
At the opening ceremony, 

Ambassador Young extended 
a hand to president Obasanjo 
on a makeshift bridge, sym- 
bolic of the conference theme 

of creating partnerships to 

bridge the gap between Af- 
rica and the Diaspora. 

As leader of the 
continent’s most populous 
nation, Obasanjo was hope- 
filled about the Summit’s 
outcome. “As we go along 
the next three or four days, 
we will see and understand 

the wonderful opportunity 
for Africans within and out- 

side the continent of Africa 
to work together so that the 

gap that history has created 

that had to be bridged is 

bridged in our own time.” 

Nigerian president denies 
receiving Jefferson funds 

WASHINGTON (AP) Rep. William 
Jefferson and Nigerian Vice President Atiku 

Abubakar agree on two important points: 
Abubakar never accepted and never agreed 
to accept any money from the congressman. 

Jefferson (D-La.) is at the heart of a brib- 

ery investigation in which the chief execu- 

tive of a Louisville, Ky., telecommunications 

company said he paid more than $400,000 
in bribes to Jefferson. The money was alleg- 
edly for help securing business deals for the 

company in Nigeria and other African coun- 

tries. 
The assertions about money follow the 

government’s disclosure that Jefferson told 
an FBI informant the congressional represen- 
tative took the “art,” which authorities be- 

lieve was code for $100,000 in $100 bills, to 

Abubakar’s Potomac, Md., home on July 31, 
2005. A subsequent search of Jefferson’s 
home turned up $90,000 of the $100,000 
which the informant had provided. 

“It’s helpful” to the defense of Abubakar 
and Jefferson but hardly the final word on 

the issue that both men agree no money 

passed between them and that they had no 

agreement to pass any money, said former 
federal prosecutor Scott Fredericksen. 

Prosecutors could say this was a plan in 

Jefferson’s mind and that the government got 
there before it could be carried out, said 
Fredericksen. 

Abubakar’s statement may give Jefferson 
“a little bit of a boost” if it gets to the point 
where he has to call the Nigerian official into 
court to testify that there was no agreement, 
said former federal prosecutor Greg 
Wallance. 

Abubakar, a candidate in his country’s 
presidential election, said through his law- 

yers Thursday that Jefferson never “sug- 
gested — in any way — providing any per- 
sonal economic benefits.” 

The congressman “agrees with that,” said 

Judy Smith, Jefferson’s spokesperson. She 
said the Justice Department was creating false 

impressions with selective disclosure of in- 

formation. 
While the two men had contact with each 

other, Abubakar said he extended “the usual 

diplomatic courtesies” to Jefferson that the 

Nigerian vice president would to any Ameri- 
can official. 

The comments from Abubakar came in 

response to a series of questions from The 
New York Times newspaper. 

Obasanjo also encouraged 
Summit attendees to recast 

their role in Africa’s revital- 
ization process. He was par- 
ticularly speaking to African- 
Americans in his opening re- 

marks. “I want you to join us 

to look at Africa with new 

eyes and through new lenses. 
I want you to see Africa as a 

land of opportunity and 
boundless possibility. I want 

you to see Africa as your new 

home.” 
The Global Sullivan Prin- 

ciples, which Clinton advo- 

cates, is one way in which the 

Sullivan Foundation is at- 

tempting to “give back," by 
creating corporate social re- 

sponsibility standards for 

companies doing business in 

Africa. 
“The whole idea of the 

principles is to maximize the 
number of people who can 

get their dreams back,” said 
Clinton about the eight 
guidelines. The Global 
Sullivan Principles, one of 
the Sullivan Foundation’s 

many programs, is a volun- 

tary code of ethics built on a 

vision of aspiration and in- 

clusion. The eight principles 
were bom out of the apart- 
heid-busting advocacy ap- 
plied to South Africa and de- 

vised to ensure fair hiring and 

business practices by corpo- 
rations throughout the world. 

Most corporations that 

sign-off on the principles do 

so under the agreement that 
their policies will work to 

improve the quality of life of 

communities where they do 

business. 
As of now, there is no 

mechanism in place to mea- 

sure or investigate whether or 

not these principles are bein^ 
upheld because, according to 

Director of Global Sullivan 

Principles Dr. Witney W. 

Schneidman, the companies 
that endorse them are doing 
so on good faith, making 
some wonder how effective 

they really are. 

Clinton’s endorsement 
adds value, Schneidman said. 

“Having [former] President 
Clinton on board is a tremen- 

dous help to what we’re try- 
ing to achieve,” said 

Schneidman, who admitted 
that the number one goal of 
the initiative is to get as many 
corporate endorsers as pos- 
sible. Schneidman also said 

that the principles could 

someday serve as a frame- 
work of values for non-gov- 
ernmental organizations and 
businesses to follow concur- 

rently. 
The Sullivan Foundation 

is looking to create a “corpo- 
rate development index” that 

measures how well corpora- 
tions are doing business with 

specific African countries 

and the successes to date. 
Still, Schneidman says much 

more needs to be done to in- 

crease the level of foreign 
investment. “We need to go 
further faster." he said in a 

press briefing alter Clinton's 
address. 

Ngo/i Okonio-lweata, 
Nigerian Mimstei of Foreign 
Affairs, agrees with 

Schneidman wholeheartedly. 
That’s why she charged del- 

egates who attended the 

opening plenary session of 
Summit VII on Monday 
morning to take a leap into 

private sector investment 

with their eyes focused on the 

potential for growth and 

rapid returns. 

Okonjo-Iweala listed the 

promises of debt relief, the 

emergence of good gover- 
nance on the continent, and 

the increased cash flow of 

migrant remittances as indi- 

cators that the continent is at 

a ripe stage for economic 

prosperity. Dubbed “a finan- 

(See Clinton, Page 6) 

Dina Titus has cracked down on racial profiling, created a 

minority health officer and opened up more opportunities 
for minority owned businesses, 

As a senator, she’s always been there lot ns. 

As governor, she will continue to fighUor us. 

Pma 

TITUS 
G O V ERNOR 

It's Time/ 

Early voting starts on July 29 and ends 
August 1 Ith at (he Doolittle Community 

Center, Room B, 1959 J Street 

A special thank you to the following supporters of Dina 
Titus for Governor: Commissioner Yvonne Atkinson 
Gates, Assemblyman Kelvin Atkinson, Assemblyman Wil- 
liam Horne, Assemblyman Harvey Munford, former State 
Senator Joe Neal, former Assemblyman Gene Collins, 
Dr. Robert E. Fowler, Sr., Pastor of Victory Baptist Mis- 
sionary Church, Rev. Jesse Scott, Second Baptist 
Church, Dr. Ronald Thomas, Pastor, Reconciling Apos- 
tolic Ministries, Patricia Cunningham, Cordell Stokes, 
COO, W.I.N.G.S., Inc., and Shaundell Newsome. 


