
ASK DEANNA1 
Real People, 
Real Advice 

Ask Deanna! Is an advice column known for its fear- 
less approach to reality-based subjects! 

Dear Deanna! 
I’m married but often go on weekend trips with my 

friends. My husband issued an ultimatum to adjust my 
schedule, but I chose not to. He threatened me and said 
he would leave if I chose my friends instead of going 
with him to his family reunion. I went on my trip. When 
I returned, he was gone, the house was empty and utili- 
ties disconnected. He won’t talk to me and now wants a 

divorce, and I don’t know what to do? 
Tamara 

Louisville, KY 

Dear Tamara: 
It’s hard to imagine a girlie trip that’s so good it would 

make you forsake your marriage, unless you’re cheating. 
Perhaps your friends can give you a cozy couch to sleep 
on since you put them before your husband. Your deci- 
sion was foolish, immature and disrespectful. Reach out 

to your husband and invite him to a friendly location for 
a huge apology, an explanation and much needed coun- 

seling to help with issues you both obviously have. 

Dear Deanna! 
I’m an older woman dating a younger man. Our rela- 

tionship is happy and healthy but his mother has an issue 
because she and I are the same age. Her son is very ma- 

ture, we get along well and everything is balanced. We’re 
starting to have arguments because his mother tries to 

interfere. We aren’t going to make it unless he stops lis- 

tening to his mother so much. How do I handle this? 
Rose Mary 
Dallas, TX 

Dear Rose Mary: 
You handle it by not robbing the cradle and date men 

your own age. This is still her baby boy and she’s simply 
not willing to accept him being with someone her age. 
She may feel as if she’s being disrespected, you’re tak- 

ing advantage of her son, and, most importantly, she’s 
losing him. You and her son should work together and 

help her understand your relationship; become friends 
and if she doesn’t respond, then too bad arid keep it mov- 

ing. 

Dear Deanna! 

My father is causing a lot of pain in ray family. I 
made the decision to date and have interracial children. 
He calls my children horrible racial slurs and makes jokes 
about them to his friends. My family has now split against 
me because I choose not to go around my father or par- 
ticipate in things if he’s around. Is there a friendly way 
to resolve this issue without causing more pain to my 
children and family? 

Derrick J. 
New York, NY 

Dear Derrick: 
Your father is a racist. He should realize that your 

children have his blood and he should be ashamed of him- 
self. You’re doing, the right thing because no one, in- 

cluding your family, has the right to disrespect you or 

your children. To make a long story short, your father 
needs a good man-to-man visit from you. Firmly let him 
know you will not tolerate this behavior and if he wants 

to see you or the children, he needs to stop this rudeness 

immediately. * 

Ask Deanna is written by Deanna M. Write Ask 
Deanna! Email: askdeannal @yahoo.com or write: 
Deanna M, 264 S. La Cienega, Suite 1283, Beverly Hills, 
la yuzil website: www.asKdeanna.com 
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Comedy tour to stop in Vegas 
By Debbie Hall 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
Four comics. Four differ- 

ent points of view. One goal: 
urban brilliance. This is the 
“Sellout” Tour featuring 
Vince Morris, B.T., Billy D. 
Washington and Louis 
Johnson — four incredible, 
diverse comedians. 

'The group performs for 
one night, Friday, at 8:00 
p.m. at the Railhead inside 
the Boulder Station Hotel 
and Casino at 4111 Boulder 

Highway. 
While the word sellout 

has a negative connotation, 
these comics, with over 65 

years of performing between 
them, use the word proudly. 

“In the past,” Morris 
stated, “we were either not 

Black enough or too Black. 

Comedy was polarized, and 
both Whites and Blacks criti- 
cized us. We want to present 
a show with humor with co- 

medians who happen to be 
Black.” 

B.T. agreed, “When 
Eddie Murphy came out with 
his Delirious Tour, and then 
there was the Def Jam tour, 
everyone had an idea what 
‘Black’ comedy should be 
about. We are here to chal- 

lenge that and go beyond.” 
All four have a diverse 

style and outlook which 
blends to present all facets of 
life in a funny way but still 

speaks the truth.” 
B.T., originally from 

Muskogee, Okla., jokes that 
“I was kicked out of the 

ghetto because of rock mu- 

sic. In junior high, I was lis- 

tening to [the rock group] 
KISS and everyone would 
look at me with that ‘What- 
the-hell?’ expression.” 

B .T. adds the high energy 
and is called the official 

“techno-geek” of the group. 
Morris laughs about him 

and joked that, “B.T. in- 
vented My Space, the 
Internet — and don’t believe 
it about George Washington 
Carver and peanut butter — 

B.T. will tell you he discov- 
ered peanut butter.” 

B.T. countered: “If 
* Malcolm X did stand up 

“When Eddie Murphy came out with his 
Delirious Tour, and then there was the 
Def Jam tour, everyone had an idea what 
‘Black’ comedy should be about. We are 

here to challenge that and go beyond.” 

comedy, he would have done 
Vince’s [Morris’] act.” 

Morris, from Columbus, 
Ohio, is the intellectual, 
ready to discuss the issues 
and concerns, not just Black 
or White, but those affecting 
all people. He wants every- 
one to have fun and think 
outside of the box when he 

speaks. 
A native of Houston, 

Texas, Washington is the 

smooth poet, with a jazz un- 

dertone and romantic appeal. 
He epitomizes Black velvet 
and it translates to his come- 

dic style. The thread which 

brought all four together, 
“Old School” Johnson is the 
‘normal’ one of the group 
with a wife and children liv- 

ing in his hometown of Den- 

ver, Colo. All four had per- 
formed at the Comedy Works 
in Denver when it was de- 

cided in 2005 to create the 
“Sellout” Tour through the 
efforts of Johnson with a 

foundation created by Wash- 

ington, Morris and B.T. 
This show is the first of 

the tour in 2006 and the 

troupe’s first performance in 
Las Vegas. “We are excited 
to be performing [here],” 
B.T. stated, We love Las Ve- 

gas,” he said emphatically. 
“We want audience par- 

ticipation,” Morris added, 
“We celebrate our differ- 
ences one joke at a time.” 

For more information 
about the tour and the four 
comedians, visit websites 

www.theblackpack.com or 

www.myspace.com/ 
blackpack. 

4 A^ l# VI 
HAIR SALON 

❖ Exceptionally skilled and highly gifted hair stylists 
❖ Upscale salon with the highest level of hair care 

♦ Comfortable surroundings with excellent customer service 

3975 W. Quail Ave. Ste. #3 

(Russell & Valley View) 
3 minutes from the Strip 
702-454-1234 

OPEN 24 HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 

ask for La^UAWN... 
specializing in all hair — short, long, 
relaxers, color, weaves and press 

* Looking for experienced 
hair stylist... need no clientai 

r 


