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Greek Gray is the sister of
Farrah Gray, 21, the head-
line-making, author, philan-
thropist, African-American
young legend, who earned
his first million at age 14 and
continues his entrepreneurial
ascent to new realms, but
who has now turned his at-
tention. again, to saving the
life of his big sister and
countless others. Greek Gray
is grateful in the midst of her
struggle with leukemia and
the search for a life-saving
bone marrow donor match.

The Las Vegas Bone Mar-
row Drive is this Sunday
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at the Monte Carlo Resort &
Casino Banquet Hall at 3770
Las Vegas Blvd South near
Tropicana.

Farrah Gray and his sister
are urging the community,
everyone, to stop by and give
a small blood sample to be-
come a part of the national
registry from which potential
donors are selected for the
many patients awaiting treat-
ment. Greek Gray, 34, is
among them once again.

She was a fitness and ex-
ercise instructor, health
writer and business owner
diagnosed on her 33rd birth-
day with AML, a prevalent
and severe form of leukemia,
a blood disorder. After only
a six-month remission, she is
facing relapse.

Farrah says his sister has
an urgent need — and they
both quickly point out that so
many others are in need,
too— for a bone marrow
transplant, a treatment option
with a successful track record
for helping leukemia patients
live.

Each year, more than
35,000 children and adults in
the United States are diag-

nosed with diseases for
which a marrow or blood cell
transplant could be a cure,
according to the National
Marrow Donor Program.

“My campaign is to bring
a [bone marrow] transplant
not only to my sister but to
the many patients worldwide
...and increase the number of
donors in the National Mar-
row Donor Program Regis-
try,” said Farrah Gray.

Although African-Ameri-
cans make up 12 percent of
the population, they only ac-
count for 6 percent of the
bone marrow registry. For
many Black children and
adults, like Greek Gray, that
small percentage can mean
the difference between life
and death.

The added challenge for
some patients seeking a
match is searching for an
African-American donor.

Bone marrow and blood
cell transplants require
matching certain tissue traits
of the donor and patient. Be-
cause these traits are inher-
ited, a patient’s most likely
match is someone of the
same heritage.

Seventy percent of pa-
tients do not have a matched
donor in their family.

Greek is grateful for the
nationwide outpouring of re-
sponse to the bone marrow
drives her brother has per-
sonally spearheaded in his
duel quest to find his sister’s
ideal match and matches for
thousands of other patients.

The Greek Gray Leuke-
mia Foundation was estab-
lished to raise awareness
about the disease, treatment
options and the immediate
need for increasing ethnic
diversity in the bone marrow
registry.

The national registry re-
ports the number of African-
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Bone marrow drive aims
to save sister, others' lives

Americans registered “is
quite low,” insufficient num-
bers to serve the waiting list
of Black patients.

The foundation’s website
has more information about
Greek’s personal trials with
leukemia, donor testing op-
tions and the need for ethnic-
specific donor registration at
www.gglf.org.

The siblings said in their
online statement, “We no
longer have the forgiveness
of time."”

The bone marrow drive
this weekend is for the pub-
lic to become registered, by
simply giving a blood
sample, not for actual mar-
row testing, Farrah ex-
plained. The registry is avail-
able so that patients in need
can be cross-typed with po-
tential donors who can then
be further tested for suitabil-
ity as a bone marrow donor
candidate, the organizers ex-
plained.

A person of any race,
ethnicity or gender who is 18
to 60 years old (up until 61st
birthday) and who meets do-
nation health guidelines can
become a potential volunteer
donor.

Farrah Gray encourages
everyone to be mindful and
each person to care and think,
“It could be me” or a family
member in need of a life-sav-
ing fransplant at any time.

Greek has her own time-
critical need, but in her ad-
versity shows her gratitude
for being able to help others
even as she struggles:

“My fight is not just with
me anymore; it is for others
afflicted with leukemia that
will be able to be served by
the Greek Gray Leukemia
Foundation. | know that my
foundation can’t save the
world or, for that matter,

(See Marrow, Page 6)

Walking

(Continued from Page 1)
Pearson said.

West Las Vegas was selected as the march-
ing grounds because of the historical signifi-
cance of that area.

“When African-Americans first came here
[to Las Vegas], that's where they lived,”
Pearson said. He said that as Las Vegas con-
tinues to grow, West Las Vegas is being
pushed aside and ignored.

“When you look at the growth of Las Ve-

gas, we have to be reminded that our area

hasn’t been part of that growth,” he said.
Pearson added, “Hopefully [this march]
can be the catalyst for creative discussion
among African-American’s in Las Vegas.”
“[The march] is important because we
need to take the opportunity to come together
to do something positive and celebrate our

community in a posilive manner,” commit-
tee member Evans explained.

During Black History Month, famous
leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Rosa Parks are celebrated for their efforts.
The march committee feels the celebration
of local pioneers and leaders is a huge part
that is missing from the month’s celebration.

The event organizers developed a plan to
honor and give more notoriety to these local
leaders.

“We're asking people to make signs and
posters with people they admire on them,
someone who makes a difference in their lives
and our community,” Evans said.

This is the inaugural year for the march,
but there are plans to make the event annual.

For more information contact Pearson at
275-9200.

FREMONT STREET EXPERIENCE

FEBRUARY 24-26
Friday, 4pm-10pm

Saturday, 10am-10pm
Sunday, Noon-6pm

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

ON FREMONT STREET!

Enjoy Delicious Food
20 of the best African-American restaurants in Las Vegas will
present samplings of their most popular dishes.

Catch Live Entertainment
Spectacular, all-day, continuous performances by
top musicians, singers, poets, dancers, skaters and more.

See Beautiful Artwork

See the works of some of today’s best artists and authors
at the Cultural Expressions art exhibit and book signings.

Located under the VivaVision Canopy

at Fremont St. & 3rd St., adjacent to Neonopolis.
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