
Steelers took hard road to championship 
DETROIT (AP) The 

Pittsburgh Steelers owned 
the easy road to the Super 
Bowl all those years they 
squandered home-field ad- 
vantage, all those years coach 
Bill Cowher’s teams couldn’t 
stand up to the pressure, the 

moment, the challenge. 
Maybe this is what was 

needed to bring out the best 
in a team that often was 

among the NFL’s top teams, 
but never played like it when 
it counted most: the toughest 
road to a Super Bowl cham- 
pionship. 

No team had won three 
road playoff games and then 
the Super Bowl, much less by 
beating the top three teams in 
its conference and the best 
from the opposing confer- 
ence. Making the challenge 
even greater, the Steelers had 
to win their final four regu- 
lar-season games just to 

reach the playoffs. 
“It feels so much better to 

do something people say you 
can’t do,” linebacker Joey 
Porter said after the Steelers 
won their first Super Bowl in 
26 years by beating the Se- 
attle Seahawks 21-10 Sunday 
night. “There’s no better feel- 
ing than that. We will always 
be remembered for the way 
we did it.” 

After going from 15-1 a 

year ago to an underachiev- 
ing 11-5 during a regular sea- 

son marked by injuries — 

quarterback Ben 

Roethlisberger was out four 
weeks with two knee prob- 
lems — and a three-game 
losing streak, the Steelers fit 
a career’s worth of highlights 
into a month’s worth of play- 
offs. 

By doing so, those four 
AFC championship game 
losses and one Super Bowl 
defeat since January 1995 fi- 
nally began to fade into the 

past, along with the percep- 
tion the Steelers and their 
coach couldn’t win the big 
one. 

Even Terry Bradshaw, Joe 
Greene, Franco Harris and 

Lynn Swann, stars of the 
Steelers’ four Super Bowl 
champions of the 1970s, 
never put together anything 
like this championship run of 
a lifetime. 

The Steelers rallied from 
10 points down to win at Cin- 
cinnati, helped by an early 
injury to Bengals star quar- 
terback Carson Palmer. They 
beat Super Bowl favorite In- 

dianapolis 21-18 in a stun- 

ning upset that will be long 
remembered for Jerome 
Bettis’ late-game fumble that 
nearly turned a certain vic- 

tory into a historic defeat, and 
the Roethlisberger tackle that 
made certain it didn’t. 

That victory carried them 
to a 34-17 AFC champion- 
ship game win at Denver. 
Then, after a bye week that 
drained some of their mo- 

mentum after they won seven 

Steelers running back Jerome Bettis lifts the Vince Lombardi 
trophy in what in all likelihood was his final NFL game. 

games in seven weeks, they 
shook off Roethlisberger’s 
first poor game in two 

months and a sluggish start 

to beat the Seahawks. 
“It was ‘Just tell us where 

we’re going next, just send 
us off to another team,”’ 
Cowher said Monday. “I 
think the guys thrived on that. 
With all due respect to Heinz 
Field, we just kept going off 
(on the road).” 

Cowher and his players 
felt something special build- 
ing weeks ago, and so could 
Hall of Famer Greene, who 

now works in their personnel 
department. When Greene 
had lunch with Cowher on 

Saturday, he looked at the 
coach and said, “You guys 
got it, don’t you?” 

Cowher replied the team 

was in a zone. It’s a zone they 
didn’t leave even during 
some rough times against the 
Seahawks that included two 

interceptions thrown by 
Roethlisberger. 

“We had a chance to make 
history, and that motivated 
me a little more,” center Jeff 

Hartings said. “You can 

make history by going 16-0 
and winning the Super Bowl 
and we did the opposite. We 
made history by winning as 

a sixth seed.” 
They did so after Cowher 

recited some American his- 
tory. 

To motivate his players 
when they were 7-5 and the 
playoffs were in doubt, 
Cowher related — and here’s 
a never-before-used coach- 
ing ploy — Christopher Co- 
lumbus’ journey to America 
in 1492 and how many told 
him it was an impossible trip. 

“There’s a lot of people 
telling you that you can’t do 
it but, you know what, that 
doesn’t mean you don’t go 
try,” Cowher said. “Don’t let 

your journey be defined by 
history, let your journey 
make history.” 

Bettis took his place in 
NFL history by retiring as the 
league’s No. 5 career rusher 
after finally winning a Super 
Bowl in his 13th season, and 
in his hometown of Detroit. 
What is still to be seen is how 
Bettis’ departure affects the 

(See Steelers, Page 19) 
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BLACK POWER 
A Show That Will Inform, Stimulate, and Educate You..* 

BLACK POWER 
A Show Built Around The Seven Principles Of Kwanzaa... 

BLACK POWER 
A Show That You Have Been Waiting For... 

Friday 9am 
ON KCEP-88. 1 

BLACK POWER 
A Half-Hour Of Spirited And Thought Provoking Dialogue... 

Today’s Hot Topics 

TUNE IN AND 
CALL IN! 

702.647.3688 

702.647.2 145 FAX 

E-MAIL: BLKPWR4US@YAHOO.COM 
www.fower88lv.com 
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