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MUSICAL
TASTE

Ronnie (above), Eloise,
(far right) and

Debra Laws (adjacent)
perform at radio station
KCEP 88.1 FM’s

Wine and Jazz Gala

on Jan. 13 at the
Fitzgeralds Hotel-
Casino. The fundraising
event featured wines
from Stone Garden, the
[irst African-American
owned winery with
national distribution.

Sentinel-Voice photo
by Ramon Savoy

Marable examines future
through pastin new book

“Living Black History:
How Reimagining the
African-American Past
Can Remake America’s
Racial Future”
by Manning Marable
(Basic Books )

By Kam Williams
Sentinel-Voice

“Since race itself is a
[fraudulent concept, devoid of
scientific reality, racism can
only be justified through the
suppression of Black counter-
narratives thar challenge
society's understanding
about itself and its own past.
Racism is perpetuated and
reinforced by the historical
logic of Whiteness, which re-
peatedly presents Whites as
the primary actors in the im-
portant decisions that have
influenced the course of hu-
man events.

There is considerable his-
torical evidence that under-
mines the coherence and le-
gitimacy of that master nar-
rative of American history.
Why do the great masses of
White Americans remain un-
moved?

For them, the White past
by its nature is remote from
the present; the Black reveals
nothing but an abyss. This ex-

plains to a considerable ex-
tent why most White Ameri-
cans refuse to question the
meaning of Whiteness, or to
acknowledge that White ra-
cial identity is a social con-
struction.

By contrast, for us, the
past is not simply prologue;
it is indelibly part of the fab-
ric of our collective destiny.
Indeed, this alternate under-
standing of history is the
most important quality that
makes African-Americans, as
a people, different.” —
Sampled from Chapter
One

How do you explain the
fact that, in general, Blacks
and Whites have such dia-
metrically-opposed, basic at-
titudes about America? For
instance, Whites tend to feel
so fervently patriotic about
the country’s core myth as a
shining model for liberty that
they have no problem with a
President intent on forcing
this brand of democracy on
resistant foreign cultures lo-
cated halfway around the
world.

Blacks, on the other hand,
believe that “the darkest as-
pects of American history”
remain suppressed in favor of

idealistic notions about a
freedom which they have
never enjoyed. As a result,
Blacks have never become
fully American, since to do
$0 one must internalize the
legitimacy of the prevailing
narrative about the nation as
a colorblind land of opportu-
nity.

This is thesis espoused by
Dr. Manning Marable in
“Living Black History: How
Reimagining the African-
American Past Can Remake
America’s Racial Future.”
Marable, a professor of his-
tory, political science and
public policy at Columbia
University, is a syndicated
columnist and the prolific
author of 19 books.

This genesis of this bold
opus originated with a series
of dissertations which he de-
livered as a visiting lecturer
at Harvard. The treatise
opens with its strength, first
a chapter focusing on the dis-
tinctions between Black and

White perspectives of

America, followed by an-

other mapping out Black po-
litical culture.

The balance of the book

is encyclopedic in nature, and

(See History, Page 15)
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