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NEW YORK (AP) -
Jamie Foxx is on such a roll
that he didn’t even need to
put out an album to become
a chart-topping singer. The
Oscar-winning actor became
a Grammy-nominated singer
thanks to his No. 1 hit from
2004, the Kanye West-Twista
collaboration “Slow Jamz."”
And he followed up that
smash with an even bigger
one this year, singing the
hook on West's Ray Charles-
inspired hit “Gold Digger,”
which remained perched at
No. 1 for weeks.

But now Foxx is looking
for success on his own. He's
releasing the album “Unpre-
dictable” on Tuesday.
Though it features cameo
appearances from West,
Mary J. Blige, Ludacris and
others, whether the album
hits or misses will be
squarely on Foxx's shoul-
ders.

AP: You had a CD out 11
years ago. What made you
want to go back to record
music since you had so much
success in the acting realm?

Foxx: Consolidate the
bills (laughs). After the ‘Slow
Jamz’ record, I was like, I still
ain’t gonna do nothing, but
then when (singing the hook
to “Gold Digger™) *She take
my money!’ - when that hit,
it was like, come on man,
let's go get this, and bring
R&B back, let R&B crash
into hip-hop and bring some
of the music back. And plus,

this 1s going to help for when
I go out on the road, singing
and stuff like that, and kind
of putting it all together. 'm
going to be doing spot dates

in different cities to kind of

get people used to the music,
and probably like next fall
we'll gear it up and go get at
'em!

AP: You said you didn’t
want to do a “Jamie Foxx
thing” on this record — what
would that have been like?

Foxx: The Jamie Foxx
thing is how you get in to
your own thing and you sing
your own songs and you
write these cushy songs and
try to be safe. We just linked
up with the hottest cats. I let
them know my ideas and
they would let me know if it
was cool.

AP: “Gold Digger” was
one of the year's biggest hits.
Now that you’ve had such
amazing success, you're
probably getting a lot of at-
tention from gold diggers
yourself. How do you handle
that?

Foxx: I appreciate women
that want to be with someone
who's doing something. I
don’t like a woman who has
low self-esteem. Because for
me, we're not saying she’s a
gold digger. The song is re-
ally not about a gold digger.
It’s about a girl who's not
messing with no broke cats.
"Cause I got friends like that.
I even tell my sister, I tell
anybody, we're not hanging

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

Foxx to release latest album

JAMIE FOXX

around nobody who ain’t
doing nothing. Potential is
great, but ... I think it enriches
us when we're hanging out
with people, as long as
you’'re doing something too.

AP: So I couldn’t just be
pretty and unemployed?

Foxx: No no no. That ain’t
acceptable. When I was in
my 20s, yeah — you’ve got
a nice body, we can roll. But
I need to be with somebody
who is doing something,
knows how to act when we
goout ... and usually the girls
who do hang out with the
guys who have money do
know how to act.

AP: You've been working
on the “Miami Vice” movie.
I heard it's been a hard time.

Foxx: It’s been a tough
shoot, It’s been a very tough
shoot, and we’ve been there
for 10 months, we finished it
finally. I know (co-star)
Colin (Farrell) has gone into

rehab now because he had
back injuries and things like
that so we have our thoughts
for him, hoping he gets on his
feet and recovers and comes
on back, because he’s a great
guy ... hopefully the movie
will come out and it will be
fantastic.

AP: What was so hard
about it?

Foxx: I can’t even put spe-
cifics on it. It was areal tough
shoot. It was at night, we shot
a lot of nights, a lot of hurri-
canes. We had to buckle
down a couple of times and
had to evacuate.

AP: You once said you
have to be careful about what
films you pick now that
you've become an A-list star.
What does that mean for your
future roles?

Foxx: You just want to
pick the ones that have meat
on the bones. Like, with *Mi-
ami Vice,” what's lucky is
you have (Oscar-nominated
director) Michael Mann
who's shooting it so it really
is a film. So the next thing I
am going to do is with Eddie
Murphy and Beyonce in
“Dreamgirls.”

AP: Do you think fans are
more eager to see musicals
these days?

Foxx: I know the thing
that we have to be careful
with is doing a musical. We
have to do a movie that hap-
pens to be a musical. If it's
too musical and it doesn’t
become a movie, then we're
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after the shooting.

J stabhed atB.1G.
CD release party

NEW YORK-Three people were stabbed early
Wednesday at a Manhattan club that was hosting a record-
release party for a new collection of duets featuring slain

Detectives also were investigating a shooting near the
club, named Exit, that occurred around the same time. It
was unclear if the two incidents were related.

Authorities could not confirm reports that the party
was attended by Sean “Diddy” Combs and Notorious
B.I.G.’s mother, Voletta Wallace. The two co-produced
the new “Duets” record, which pairs the rapper’s vocals
with Eminem, Jay-Z and other artists.

Police said that at 3:10 a.m. patrol officers heard gun-
fire at a parking garage near the club. Inside, they found
three men with gunshot wounds; all were taken to the
hospital in stable condition.

Moments later, police received a 911 call reporting a
stabbing at the club. Officers found three victims — two
men who were slashed in the face and one who was
stabbed in the stomach; all were hospitalized.

There were no arrests. Detectives were questioning
the occupants of a car spotted fleeing the scene shortly

in trouble. Whenever we're
not singing, that means the
drama of it has to be hot —
if not, we’re in trouble.

AP: You talked about do-
ing standup again.

Foxx: Oh yeah. Not for a
while, but I'll still be on
stage. I sneak on stage at the
Laugh Factory and do my
thing. I think it’s important
because it kind of keeps you

grounded, you come out of

the clouds. You can float up
into the clouds with people
telling you that you're this
and you're that... and next
thing you know you’re be-

hind your gates and you’'ve
got security and you're do-
ing all these things and you
slip off away from where real
folks are. So going up and
doing standup it makes it
easier for me to stay con-
nected.

AP: Have you gotten to
your point where you're al-
ways on point or do you
sometimes bomb?

Foxx: You've gotta work
your thing out. Most of the
time, you try and stay as tight
as you can, They're going to
give you a little bit of a cush-
ion, but don’t push it.
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