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Legislators propose statue in Capitol

By Hazel Trice Edney
Special to Sentinel-Voice

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - Rosa Parks. who became the
first woman to lie in state in the rotunda of the U. S. Capitol,
may make history again. U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr.. D-IIL.,
and Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., have introduced bills that
would erect a statue to Parks in the Capitol’s Statuary Hall.

“Rosa was more than the ‘Mother of the Civil Rights
Movement.” Her dignified leadership inspired others to en-
gage in courageous acts.” said Jackson in a statement:

“The young man who stood in front of the tank in
Tiananmen Square [in China)... and Nelson Mandela knew
of her actions before he spent 27 years in a South Africa jail.
She burst on the scene before Pope John Paul II was able to
use his pontifical office to oppose communism. And when
those in Eastern Europe struggling for independence from
the Soviet Union sang, ‘We Shall Overcome.’ they were pay-
ing tribute to Rosa Parks.”

Jackson's bill, H.R. 4145, was introduced Oct. 26, two
days after Parks died of natural causes in her home in De-
troit. U.S. Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) has introduced a simi-
lar bill to memorialize Parks in the hall, established in 1864
from an old House chamber.

“It will emphasize, in no uncertain terms, the values that
have broken down and the great contributions that African-
Americans have made,” Kerry told the NNPA News Service.
“Since she is the mother of the Civil Rights Movement, it is
appropriate for her to be there and it would be a wonderful
statement to everyone in America.”

Parks is revered for her 1955 refusal to give up her Mont-
gomery bus seat for a White man, the stance that fueled the
modern-day Civil Rights Movement with a bus boycott that
lasted 382 days.

The statues in the Hall have been donated to honor per-
sons viewed as notable. The Statuary Hall collection has 100
statues, two from each state. Fifty are in the Hall itself, oth-
ers are distributed throughout corridors of the Capitol for
aesthetics and to prevent too much weight in one area, ac-
cording to the office of the House clerk. All of those honored
— 92 men and eight women — are White.

They are from various walks of life, including inventors,
lawyers, orators and politicians. Those memorialized in the
collection from Parks’ native state of Alabama are General
Joseph Wheeler, a senior Cavalry officer in the Confederate
Army and member of Congress for 18 years and Jabez Lamar
Monroe Curry, also a former member of Congress, who
served in the Confederate Congress. was a lieutenant colo-
nel in the Confederate Army and a staff aid to Wheeler.

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IlL.), a co-sponsor of the Kerry's
S.B. 1959, is the only Black member of the Senate. He notes
how Parks’ actions would be the antithesis of many memori-
alized around her.

“Rosa Parks held no public office. but when the history of
this country is written. her name and her legacy will be re-
membered long after the names of senators and presidents
have been forgotten,” he said in a statement. “So it is only
fitting that her cause, her beliefs and her struggles be immor-
talized in the Capitol alongside statues of the men whose
hearts her actions helped change.”

Kerry introduced his bill Nov. 3, the day after Parks was
laid to rest after nine days of tributes, including a seven-hour
funeral in Detroit and flags flown at half-staff.

Though Parks received bipartisan support for her historic
viewing in the rotunda, so far, co-sponsors of both Jackson's
and Kerry's bills are mostly Democrats. Of 158 sponsors,
Jackson's bill has 124 Democrats and 34 Republicans: All
except one of Kerry's six co-sponsors are Democrats. Still,
he is optimistic.

“I believe it will pass. I am very optimistic about it. 1 can’t
think of a person more deserving,” Kerry says. “Rosa Parks
sat down so we could stand up, but not so we could stand
still. The bus of prejudice still comes by, and, each time, we
have to decide whether to go quietly to the back or, by every-
day acts of courage and conviction, change the direction of
our country. Every American needs to be reminded of her
legacy. And one way to keep her legacy alive is to remind
everyone who walks through the Capitol — schoolchildren,
families, members of Congress and presidents — that she

(See Rosa Parks, Page 13)

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

November 10, 2005/ 3

DETROIT (AP)-Mayor
Kwame Kilpatrick over-
came a scandal-plagued
first term to fend off a chal-
lenge from a career bu-
reaucrat, while the FBI an-
nounced an investigation
into the handling of absen-
tee ballots, including
claims of ballots cast in the
names of dead people.

With 99 percent of pre-
cincts reporting early
Wednesday. Kilpatrick had
117.354 votes, or 53 per-
cent, and Freman Hendrix
had 103.446 votes. or 47
percent. Early returns had
shown Hendrix with a 12-
point lead.

Detroit, the nation’s
1 1th-largest city, is strug-
gling with poverty, de-
cades of population de-
cline and a multimillion-

Kilpatrick wins 2nd term in Detroit

.

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick addresses his supporters at an election rally in Detroit,
Wednesday. Kilpatrick moved past challenger Freman Hendrix with nearly all precincts
reporting as both mayoral candidates remained upbeat about prospects for victory.

dollar budget deficit that
threatens to land it in finan-
cial receivership.

Hendrix, a 55-year-old
former deputy mayor under
Kilpatrick’s predecessor, fo-

cused on the financial
troubles, blaming them
(See Kilpatrick, Page 15)

CINCINNATI (AP) -
Four years after riots tore this
city apart, Cincinnati voters
elected a Black mayor for the
first time.

State Sen. Mark Mallory
defeated Councilman David
Pepper, both Democrats, in a
nonpartisan mayoral runoff
Tuesday to lead Ohio’s third-
largest city.

Rioting broke outin 2001
after an unarmed Black man
was shot and killed by a
White police officer trying to
make an arrest. While racial
tensions have calmed, crime,
safety and revitalizing down-

Cincinnati’s new mayor Mark Mallory, left, celebrates
winning the election with his brother, William Mallory Jr.,
and his father William, right, in Cincinnati on Tuesday.

town remain leading issues.

With all precincts report-
ing, Mallory had 52 percent
to 48 percent for Pepper.

“This is the beginning of

anew era,” Mallory told sup-
porters. “We are going to
bring energy to this city like
we haven’t seen in a long
time.”

The job has taken on new
importance in recent years, as
the city has switched from a
system in which the city
council picks the mayor to a
popular vote.

Pepper, 34, and Mallory.

(See Mayor, Page 4)
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