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Grocery

(Continued from Page 1)
Weekly said a common rea-
son given by many who
pulled out of the bidding in-
volved plans for a new dis-
count chain store opening
nearby on West Carey, which
made locating close to that
area, at such a nearby corner,
undesirable for most.

*Super Wal-mart is about
to break ground behind the
Fiesta [hotel and casino near
Carey and North Rancho
Drive],” Weekly advised.
*And when [that became
public]... everybody pulled
their application out but
two,” he said, adding that
many of the developers said
they “cannot compete
(prices)” with Wal-mart,

This was the outcome,
despite generous incentives
that Weekly said the city has
offered — lease rebates, re-
duced purchase price for the
land, tax incentives and other
incentives with potential im-
mediate savings in the tens of
thousand of dollars.

ACORN’s leadership
called the forum, primarily,
because they said, “City of-
ficials have said several pro-
posals where received, but
they have been tight lipped
on how many proposals were
submitted or from whom
they where received,” ac-
cording to the organization’s
news release.

Will Ward, organizer for
ACORN, said in advance of
the meeting, “Since we be-
gan this effort back in April,
not once has the city con-
tacted us [first]... They've re-
sponded to our letters, but
never once have they initi-
ated.” Ward also said, “They
refuse to give us any infor-
mation.” In particular, he was

referring to the rejection by
the city when his group asked
for the names of prospective
developers who inquired or
bid on the corner site.

At the forum, Weekly ex-
plained that state law pre-
vents the City of Las Vegas
from disclosing information
about the non-winning bid-
der or those who withdrew
proposals or chose not to bid
after attending the initial RFP
informational meeting.

He further explained that
the next step was for any ac-
ceptable bid(s) to be ad-
vanced by the city’s techni-
cal selection committee.
Then, the city will provide

‘the opportunity for some

community members, in-
cluding ACORN representa-
tives to be brought to the dis-
cussion table as the final
plans by the qualified
developer(s) are detailed for
approval.

“The technical committee
narrowed the applications
down to one. That [informa-
tion] will be available next
month,” Weekly reported.

“If, in fact, they can’t de-
liver on what was promised,
I have no problem [re-open-
ing] the RFP,” Weekly re-
sponded when questioned by
an audience member.

ACORN's West Las Ve-
gas Chapter Chair Veronica
Dunn-Jones feels that finding
out which bid is accepted by
the city’s committee could be
too little, too late. She said.
“Selected people from the
city will sit together and de-
cide what is best for our com-
munity. What that means is
that we will not be able to
know who the other [devel-
opers and bidders] are.”

Weekly responded sternly

to the group’s demand for full
disclosure and participation
in the selection process,
“That’s not how it goes.”

Another prime objective
of ACORN's initiative for a
local grocery store is to ob-
tain jobs in the area for resi-
dents, and particularly jobs
“that pay living wages,” ac-
cording to coordinators.
Dunn-Jones punctuated that
point by using examples of
major chain grocers that pay
union-scale wages as op-
posed to the practices of
some non-union stores that
would bring jobs, but, per-
haps, not the pay rates the or-
ganization advocates.

One provision ACORN
wanted in the RFP would
have required a grocery store
to hire a set minimum per-
centage of its workers from
the immediate neighborhood.
That provision was not a part
of the conditions the city in-
cluded.

There was no debate,
however, on the need for a
store to serve the community,
estimated at over 10,000 resi-
dents who now travel up to
five miles outside their
neighborhood for their pri-
mary food and household
supplies shopping.

Weekly, Dunn-Jones and
many residents in attendance
said they would continue to
work together toward getting
the needed neighborhood re-
Source—a grocery store, as
soon as possible.

Both Dunn-Jones and
Weekly live in the affected
area. I clearly understand,”
Weekly said agreeing, in
spirit, with the efforts of
ACORN and residents in the
community. “T live right here,
too.”

CORPORATE SUPPORT

Station Casinos recently awarded $10,000 to the Las Vegas-Clark County Urban League

for various educational programs in the valley. Left to right: Urban League executive
assistant Marlena Monteolivo, Valerie Murzl, Station Casinos vice president of human
resources, and Dr. Wilma Carter Gaines, interim CEO of the urban league.

Veterans
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big surprise. We were invited to this event,
and that was very nice. We came because
we wanted to honor all of the veterans
along with our son, and it was a big sur-
prise to know that our son was receiving
the Unsung Hero Award. He made a tre-
mendous sacrifice for this country and we
are the ultimate losers. His loss cannot be
replaced. but we sincerely thank Commis-

called, “The day that | was leaving to en-
list in the service... my mother stood at
the door and stated that she wasn’t going
because she felt that I wasn’t going to do
it. She said that I was a girl, and that, truly.
was the attitude back then. But I had done
my research and I knew the educational
benefits that were available to those in the
military weren’t bad.” Kirkland said, add-
ing, “So, I wanted to see where it would
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ducing the keynote speaker, Brigadier Gen-
eral Cynthia Kirkland, the Adjutant Gen-
eral of the Nevada National Guard, Boggs-
McDonald said, “I was very delighted one
day while sitting in the county commission
meeting, | saw a very striking young
woman walk through the door to make a
presentation before the county commis-
sioners, and it was exciting because this
young woman had a star on her shoulder.
When I was growing up, I met many gen-
erals who had stars on their shoulders, but
it was rare to see a woman with a star on
her shoulder, so [ was honored to make her
acquaintance.”

Addressing the audience, Kirkland re-

opportunity to serve in the military is
greatly appreciated, and you should be
commended for your efforts. You recog-
nized the importance of serving in the
armed services of one of the greatest na-
tions in the world, and we give thanks to
having the privilege of following after you
and having the responsibility that we now
hold in our hands.”

Another attendee at the event, Virgie
Hibbler, the Nevada State Council Presi-
dent for the Vietnam Veterans of America
organization said, “I'm glad to be here to-
day, and I'm sorry that some of my other
brethren aren’t here... I live my life in
memory of them.”

Are YOU at risk for diabetes?

Did you know that excessive thirst, frequent urination
and blurry vision may be warning signs of diabetes?

If you are experiencing these signs, or if a family member has
diabetes, we invite you to have your sugar level tested at a free

diabetes screening:

Saturday, Nov. 19 « 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
VONS Pharmacy
1601 W. Craig and Martin Luther King Bivd.

Receive free cookbooks, diabetes resource directories and giveaways. For
best results, fast 8 hours before your screening. (Water and medication

are OK.)

For more information, call 759-1270
or visit our website www.gethealthyclarkcounty.org

Sponsored by the Clark County Health District, Reach 2010 Healthy Hearts Project,

University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Abbott Diabetes Ca
5, the American Diabetes Association, Nevada Health Centers and

Laboratory >
many other community agencies.
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