
Blackout—African-American players scarce at Open 
By Huel Washington 

Sentinel-Voice 
Almost 40 years have 

passed since Arthur Ashe Jr., 
the only male African- 
American tennis player to be 
ranked number one in this 
country, won the amateur and 
the first professional U.S. 
Open tennis championships 
in the same year. 

Since Ashe defeated Bob 
Lutz for the 1968 amateur 

and Tom Okker for the 1968 
Open title, there has neither 
been an African-American 
male U.S. Open champion, 
nor has one ever appeared in 
the final match of the tour- 

nament. 

On the other hand, the ar- 

rival of the Williams sisters, 
Venus and Serena, on the ten- 

nis circuit in the late 1990s 
gave the distaff side of the 
race something to brag about 
as they dominated the Mead- 
owlands court from 1999 to 

2002. Twice, the sisters 
played each other in the 
championship match. Venus 
beat little sister in 2001, and 
Serena prevailed in 2002. 

As the U.S. Open began 
Monday, August 29, there 
were high expectations for at 

least one of the Williams to 

be in the finals on the Arthur 
Ashe Jr. court. 

Probably Venus, because 
of her phenomenal comeback 
earlier this year at 

Wimbledon in the final 
match against Lindsay Dav- 

enport, would become the 
current number one player in 
tne world ranKings. 

And this year’s draw has 
both of the Williams on the 
same side; if they win their 
matches, they will probably 
meet in the quarter finals this 
year. 

This time, there are also 
two males in the position to 

challenge. 
James Blake, a former 

number one player at 

Harvard University, who 
took up tennis in New York 
City, has made a remarkable 

recovery from a broken neck 
he sustained while practicing 
several years ago. Blake is 
one of the brothers who Af- 
rican-Americans will be pull- 
ing for this week. 

The other contender is 16- 

year-old Donald Young who 
turned professional at age 14 

and moved from the Midwest 
to Florida so he could play 
tennis all year round. Young, 
a left-hander, is the first Af- 
rican-American to win the 

16-year-old Orange Bowl 
and the Easter Bowl tourna- 

ment at 15 years of age. He 
won a Junior Grand Slam 
tournament in Australia this 

year and is the youngest 

SPORTS 
PACE 

By Huel Washington 

player to be ranked number 
one in the juniors. 

The youngster is coached 

by his parents, Donald, Sr. 
and Illona Young, who both 

played tennis in college. He 
has been on the court with 
tennis legend John McEnroe, 
who has nothing but praise 
for him and thinks he will 

play well in this week’s tour- 

nament. 

Blake, relying on his fore- 
hand last week, comes back 
to New York as the Pilot Pen 

champion, having defeated 
Feliciano Lopez last Sunday, 
3-6, 7-5, 6-1, in the champi- 
onship match at New Haven, 
Conn. 

He contracted Zoster’s 
Disease after breaking his 
neck by falling and hitting 
the net pole. It affected his 
sight and hearing and tempo- 
rarily paralyzed part of his 
face. His father also died that 
summer. It was a devastating 
series of events. 

Blake was dropped from 
the Davis Cup team and af- 
ter making a remarkable re- 

covery, he began the tour 

ranked somewhere below 
200. He made the finals in the 

Washington, D.C, tourna- 

ment a couple of weeks ago 
and entered the Pilot Pen 
ranked number 67. 

As Blake gets ready for 
the Meadowlands, he said 
that being where he went to 

college and currently resides 
makes him feel very relaxed. 
He said it also helped to have 
the crowd cheering for him 
all during the match. 

For Blake to win the U.S. 
Open would take a miracle. 
He has already had one with 
the Pilot Pen, his first win in 
three years. And a few of the 
ladies from San Diego, along 
with Mashona Washington, 
also have slim chances to be 
in the final. 

Ashe established the Na- 
tional Junior Tennis League 
in 1970 hoping to get his race 

interested in the sport he 
adored. At that time, the 
prizes were trophies and 

plaques but very little finance 
for the players. He said Afri- 
can-Americans chose foot- 
ball, basketball and baseball 
because they could make 
more money than tennis 
players. 

Well, the winners’ purses 
have changed over the years, 
so much so that the winner 
of the U.S. Open — male or 

female — will get over $1 
million. The Open gives 
equal purses to the men and 
the women winners. 

Both of the Williams sis- 
ters have made over $ 10 mil- 
lion in purses; their endorse- 
ments of Nike, Reebok, 
McDonald’s and a few oth- 
ers have made them and their 
parents tremendously rich. 
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CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS 
"Your Community of Choice" 

HVAC TECHNICIAN 
SALARY RANGE $45,951. $66,400. 

ONLY THE FIRST 50 QUALIFIED APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

The City of North Las Vegas will establish an eligibility list for HVAC Technicia 
current vacancy is in the Building Maintenance Division of the Strategic P 
Department. Minimum requirements include: High School diploma orequivaleni 
additional vocational or technical training in air conditioning and refrigeration 
maintenance/repair. Four years of progressively responsible experience perform 
refrigeration repair and installation work. (Equivalency: Eight years of prog 
responsible experience performing HVAC/refrigeration repair and installation v 
be substituted for the education and experience required above). EPA R 
Handling Certification at time of hire/reclassification. Respirator Certification 
six months of hire/reclassification. Sixteen hours O & M asbestos training 
within six months of hire/reclassification and annually thereafter. Must pass Sf 
test at time of hire/reclassification and be able to wear a respirator if requir 
possess a valid state driver's license and maintain satisfactory motor vehicle 
ability to obtain appropriate Nevada state driver's license within required tim 
Frequently required to lift and/or move up to 100 pounds. Employee may regi 
exposed to outdoor weather conditions, work in high precarious places, toxic 
chemicals, fumes or airborne particles, risk of electrical shock, and vibrating r 
and equipment. Must be able to work any shift or days of the week. 

For detailed info regarding this position and to apply on line, visit our v 

www.cityofnorthlasvegas.com. Applications accepted beginning 8am, f 
Completed applications accepted until 5PM, 9/8/05 or until the first 50 qu 

•applications have been accepted. (Resume without an application, faxed n 

postmark date not accepted). May apply at: 

NOiTHufvfGAS 

CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Human Resources Dept. 
2290 McDaniel St, Ste. 1B 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 
(702) 633-1500 
Monday-Thursday; 8:00am-6:00pm 
(Building access until 5:00pm) 

An Affirmative Action/EEO Employer 
We hire only those individuals authorized to work in the U.S. 

Donald Young has landed 
contracts with Nike and Head 
and has the sports managers 
at IMG taking care of his 
business already. 

Ashe has departed, but if 
he were around, he would be 

very disappointed that no 

African-American male has 
come close to winning the 
U.S. Open since he won it 
twice in the same year. Not 
even in the final. That’s al- 
most inconceivable. 
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To place your 
classified ads, legal 

notices and help 
wanted ads call 
(702) 380-8100 

The Las Vegas 
Valley Water District 

MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES! 
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SERVICEPERSON I 2 VACANCIES 
Pfrms wide variety semi-skilled & skilled tasks in install, repair & maint of District’s 

distribution mains, svc lines & related appurtenances to supply residential, commercial & industrial water. Req’s 1 
yr exp in util or pub wks-related maint & const work; valid NV commercial driver’s lie, Class B & appropriate 
endorsements, or ability to obtain w/in 6 mths of hire; State of NV Water Distribution Operator Cert, Grade I w/ 
in 6 mths of hire. Ideal candidate will have exp operating a backhoe. 

Salary: $17.82 hr + gen bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Open til filled. 

• MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT INSPECTOR 
Performs detailed inspections of multi-disciplined, technically advanced & specialized pub wks, wtrwks & util const 

projs; interprets plans, details & specs to ensure const & contract compliance; prepares detailed proj insp rpts; initiates 
the change order process; & provides tech trng to inspectors w/in the div. Reqs grad HS or GED & 5 yrs exp in wtrwks 
const insp in area(s) of specialization & advanced tech emphasis on civil, structural, mechanical, electrical, electronics/ 
instrumentation & hydraulic principles & disciplines involved in complex distribution system const; or equiv combo 
T&E. 

Salary: $27.65 hr, DOQ, + gen bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Open til filled. 

• INSPECTOR I 
Performs detailed inspections of pub wks, wtrwrks & util const projs; interprets plans & specs to ensure const & contract 

compliance; prepares proj insp rpts; acts as liaison between LWWD & outside contractors on pipeline projs & other 
const or install projs. Req’s equiv to HS grad & 4 yrs exp in pub wks const, incl 2 yrs as proj insp in wtrwks industry. Not 
possessing the "2 yrs as a proj inspector in the wtr wrks industry" will not necessarily disqual an app. Other job-rel exp 
& train'g factors can be used to meet this req. Also req’s valid NV Lie, Troxler cert. 

Salary: $20.65 hr + xlnt bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Open til filled. 

XEADERS IN SERVICE- 

AA/EOE/MFD 

Obtain application package from 
Las Vegas Valley Water District, Human Resources Dept., 

1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89153, 
or downloaded from our website at www.lwwd.com. 

Faxes and resumes will not be accepted in lieu of the required application package. 
www.lvvwd.com 

CAN IT, SOUTHERN NEVADA 

BUILD YOUR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS KIT 
IN A STANDARD GARBAGE CAN. 

Check your mail for information from the Clark County Health District 
on how to prepare for any widespread public health emergency, 
including a bioterrorism event. Although natural or man-made 
disasters are unpredictable, there are things we can do to prepare 
for them beginning with putting essentials like non-perishable food, 
bottled water and clothing in a new, plastic garbage can with 
a sealable lid and then storing it in your garage or utility closet. 

YOUR COMPLETE READINESS GUIDE WILL BE ARRIVING SOON. THIS ESSENTIAL 
GUIDE IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT WWW.CCHD.ORG, OR BY CALLING 759-1000. 

Clark County 

HEALTH DISTRICT 
CLARK COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT IS READY. WE WANT YOU TO BE, TOO. 


