Abdul keeps job
after affair probe

LOS ANGELES (AP) -
There is no proof that
“American Idol” judge Paula
Abdul had an affair with one
of the show’s contestants, ac-
cording to Fox TV, which
said Abdul will remain on the
show. An “enhanced non-
fraternization policy” will be
in place when Abdul and her
fellow judges return next sea-
son, however, to prevent fu-
ture incidents that could call
into question ‘the relation-
ships between judges, con-
testants and others connected
with the show, Fox officials
said.

“I'm grateful this ordeal is
over, and I'm so looking for-
ward to getting back to the
job I love,” Abdul said in a
statement issued after
Friday’s announcement by
Fox. “Once again, I thank my
fans from throughout the
world for their undying love
and support.”

Fox announced last month
it was hiring an independent
counsel to investigate claims
by former “American Idol”
contestant Corey Clark that
he had a sexual relationship
with Abdul when he was a
contestant in 2003 and that
she helped him prepare for
his performances on the
show. Abdul dismissed the
claims as lies.

Fox said the two lawyers
it hired could not substanti-
ate Clark’s allegations.

“Paula Abdul, therefore,
can continue as a judge on
*American Idol,”” the net-
work and the series’ produc-
ers said.

Clark, who was booted
from the show for failing to
reveal a prior arrest, didn’t
return a call seeking com-
ment Friday. In July, prosecu-
tors in Sacramento County
decided not to press charges
against him for a hotel food
fight that got out of control,

Clark’s allegations had
cast a shadow over the hit
television show, a water-
cooler phenomenon that has
become a key part of Fox's
ratings success. The claims
first surfaced in a tabloid
story and were then detailed
in an ABC News report.

“Any allegations against
this show we take quite seri-
ously,” Fox Entertainment
President Peter Liguori said
last month in announcing the
investigation. Attorneys
Marcell McRae, a former
federal prosecutor, and Ivy
Kagan Bierman jointly
handled the probe. The 3 1/
2-month inquiry included in-
terviews with 43 people and

a review of material provided
by Abdul and Clark.
The investigators con-

cluded that Clark’s claims of

a sexual relationship “have
not been substantiated by any
corroborating evidence or
witnesses, including those
provided by Mr. Clark, and
Ms. Abdul expressly denies
that any such relationship
ever existed.”
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Lil’ Kim wins: Release of DVD blocked

NEW YORK (AP) — Lil’ Kim has won a court order

preventing a man who testified against the rapper at her

criminal trial from releasing a DVD using her name and
image. Lil’ Kim, whose real name is Kimberly Jones, was
sentenced to one year and one day in prison for lying to a
federal grand jury about her involvement in a 2001 gun
battle outside a Manhattan radio station. She is scheduled
to report to prison Sept. 19.

U.S. District Judge Jed Rakoff said Lil" Kim was en-
titled to the victory after James “Lil" Cease” Lloyd failed
to show up to answer the civil lawsuit. Lil" Kim wasn't
required to be in court for Wednesday's hearing.

Lloyd, who was representing himself, couldn’t be
reached by phone for comment.

Lloyd and Antoine “Banger” Spain, Brooklyn rappers

who once teamed with the rapper in the Junior M.A.FLA.
group, testified at her trial earlier this year that they saw
her at the radio station with her manager and a friend she
denied seeing. In her lawsuit, Lil" Kim accused Lloyd of
using her name and image to promote a DVD, “The
Chronicles of Junior M.A.ELLA. Part II: Reloaded.” She
said the DVD, like a predecessor, was unauthorized and
improperly used her name, image and likeness.

She also alleged that Lloyd had announced the DVD
would include interviews with him and other members of
the group explaining their involvement with her trial.

L. Londell McMillan, a lawyer for Lil" Kim, said the
lawsuit was a signal that she was taking charge of her life
and business.

“She’s no longer fearful of the judicial system.” he said.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Tickets od Sald No,w!

with special guest

Mike Epps

Tickets available at all MGM Grand Box Offices,
mgmgrand.com, ticketmaster.com, and at all

ticketmaster outlets or by calling 474-4000.
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