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fering she’s gone through 
since her sterilization. 

She had kept her secret for 
40 years. 

Reading her file angered 
her so much, she went pub- 
lic with her outrage. 

According to Debbie 
Blake, supervisor of the State 
Archives/Records, since 
2002, of the 38 requests for 
medical records that have 
come in, only eight sets of 
records have been found and 

sent out. 

“The rest could not be 

found,” Blake added, noting 
that there was one request 
they’re still searching for. 

But that may well be the 
last one that the staff of the 
State Archives honors. 

By agreement with Cul- 
tural Resources, as of August 
1, the N.C. Dept, of Health 
and Human Services 
(NCDHHS) has custody of 
the eugenics medical records, 
according to Blake, even 

though technically, the 
records are still physically in 
the State Archives. 

That means the 

NCDHHS, and not the State 

Archives, is officially tasked 
to honor all requests for eu- 

genics victims’ medical 
records. 

But there’s a problem. 
Two-and-a-half years af- 

ter Gov. Easley apologized to 

the eugenics victims and 
their families; two years af- 
ter the governor’s special leg- 
islative task force recom- 

mended that NCDHHS take 

the lead in researching the 

records, identifying the vic- 

tims and providing services; 
and two weeks after the 

agreement with Cultural Re- 

sources took hold, the state’s 

largest agency is not ready to 

handle any significant vol- 

ume of medical records re- 

quests. 
In fact, NCDHHS still has 

to hire a staff person specifi- 
cally designated for the job. 

As a result, said Debbie 
Crane, department spokes- 
person, there are no formal 

procedures set up as of this 

time for eugenics victims to 

request and receive their 
medical records. 

That doesn’t mean if 

someone sends in a notarized 

request, it wouldn’t be hon- 
ored. 

But no one there has been 

specifically assigned to 

handle the job, for now, ad- 
mits Crane. 

Debbie Blake in State Ar- 

chives confirms that her de- 

partment has been trying to 

ascertain for the past two 

weeks who has been assigned 
so they could redirect inquir- 

les there, but she could not 

get an answer. 

Part of the problem is that 
there have not been many re- 

quests for records, due to the 
state’s refusal to fund a me- 

dia campaign to inform eu- 

genics victims about their 

rights. 
“We actually want to find 

them, Crane told The 
Wilmington Journal, but 
have few ways other than 
free media to do so. 

For now, Crane is advis- 

ing that eugenics victims call 
the Citizens Services toll free 
line at 1-800-662-7030, and 
ask for Michael Leach to get 
direction on how to obtain 
their medical records. 

But State Rep. Larry 
Womble [D-Forsyth], ex- 

pressed concern to The 
Wilmington Journal about 
NCDHHS not devising a leg- 
islative package of services 
for the eugenics victims by 
now, as recommended by the 

governor’s special task force 

in 2003, and reiterated this 
week by Easley in an exclu- 
sive statement to the Journal. 

“The practice of eugenics 
was a sad and regrettable 
chapter in the state’s history, 
and it must be one that is 
never repeated again,” Gov. 

Easley wrote. 

“That is why I directed 
[NCDHHS] Secretary 
Carmen Hooker Odom to 

head a task force to closely 
examine the issue and make 
recommendations. Current 

state ettorts are tocused on 

identifying and locating sur- 

vivors, and implementing the 
task force recommendations 
to provide health care and 
educational benefits to vic- 
tims.” 

But two years have passed 
and the recommendations 
have not been acted on. 

Why? 
NCHHS spokesperson 

Debbie Crane says the 

agency has to hire a tempo- 
rary staff person to cull the 

eugenics medical records to 

identify the victims, match 
that information up with 
NCHHS’s database to deter- 
mine who is still living, their 

age and location, and then 
fashion a legislative package 
based on that information. 

Crane admitted however, 
that NCHHS is not sure how 

long the process will take. No 

one, so far, has been hired to 

begin the work. 

Cash Michaels writes for 
the Wilmington Journal. 
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Yes, you m have it all. 
When you purchase at Dakota, you’ll have our more than half-century 

commitment to homeowner satisfaction in Las Vegas. You’ll have a perfect 
location just off the 215 Beltway, near all the things you want — schools, 
Desert Breeze Park, the Strip and new retail centers. You’ll have a beautiful 

new home at a significant value with tasteful finishing details and 

exceptional options, like extra bedrooms and baths, a loft, studio area and 

super bonus room. And you’ll have our Move-In Package, which includes a 

GE® side-by-side refrigerator, washer and dryer and one-inch mini blinds. 
You can have it all as long as you act now. 

Visit Dakota very, very soon! 

Hurry to Dakota 
for our special 

Move-In Package! 
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)" mint-blind package 

MODEL: Exterior 4B (Reversed) 

■ Up to 6 bedrooms 
■ 2 to 4 baths 
* 1,431 to 2,923 sq. ft. (approx.) 

From the mid $300,000s! 

Take the 215 Beltway to Tropicana Ave and go 
west. Turn left on Grand Canyon Dr and follow 
the signs to models. 

Dakota 
9763 W. Diablo Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89148 
Tel: (702) 221-4001 

For more information about this and other Pardee neighborhoods, please visit www.pardeehomes.com. 
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The Move-In Package is available on selected homes and subject to qualification, financing, close of escrow, etc. Prices, terms and rates subject to change. See 
sales representative for details. All square footage is approximate. Using products with the Energy Star® label can save energy; actual energy savings may vary. 
Contractor's license #3633A. 
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