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NSHS offers free college for qualified students

By Lés Pierres Streater
Sentinel-Voice

Parents struggling with
the cost of providing their
children a higher education
now have the opportunity to
save money while ensuring
that their children have ac-
cess to attending college.
Nevada State High School
(NSHS), a small public char-
ter school with an enrollment
of 140 students, provides a
dual-credit, high school and
simultaneous college cur-
riculum for motivated stu-
dents.

This allows them to gain
valuable college experience
and graduate from high
school with two years of col-
lege credits.

Founded one year ago,
NSHS is one of the many so-
called Early College High
Schools being created across
the country to help maximize
student potential and mini-
mize financial costs for par-
ents of students pursuing a
higher education.

The program is located on
the campus of Nevada State
College in Henderson, Ne-
vada. It receives funds
through the public school
system.

NSHS developers sought
to establish a charter through
the Clark County School Dis-
trict. After receiving an ini-
tial okay for formation , the
CCSD rescinded its approval
indicating that the school’s
curriculum was more in line
with college requirements
rather than that of a high
school. NSHS promoters
then approached the State
Board of Education, who
granted them a license to be-
come the first of four schools
licensed by their authority.

This unique aspect of the
program allows NSHS to
work on a four-year goal of
assisting students with a bet-
ter opportunity to graduate
from college within the state
university system instead of
a two-year program which
exists at the community col-
lege level.

The savings for the stu-
dent and his or her family
result from the fact that the
first two years of actual col-
lege training and credits
earned is publicly funded
with no fee assessed to the
student’s family — a savings
of approximately $10,00
over a two-year period based
on average college costs.

The NSHS has four goals:
(1) To make higher education
more accessible, affordable
and attractive by bridging the
divide between high school
and college in a physical

place, (2) To reduce time
spent at the high school level
during the junior and senior
years and facilitate the tran-
sition of motivated students
to a higher education, (3) To
provide students with guid-
ance and support from adults
through the first two years of
college, and (4) To demon-
strate new ways of integrat-
ing varied levels of school-
ing to better serve the intel-
lectual and developmental
needs of young people.

Dr. Wendy Hawk, princi-
pal of NSHS, and co-founder
along with her husband John,
spoke about why they de-
cided to create this program,

She said, “We’ve been in
existence for about one year
and are getting ready to en-
ter our second year. We be-
gan with 40 students last year
and we have about 120 stu-
dents signed up for this year:
The school is designed to ac-
commodate 11th and 12th
grade students who attend
Nevada State High School as
full-time college students re-
ceiving high school credits
towards their high school
graduation.”

She continued, “Dual-
credit programs are occur-
ring across the state. Most
schools are offering classes
at the student’s high school
along with classes at a com-
munity college. We are the
only program in the state of-
fering a full-time program on
a college campus where our
students are 100 percent as-
similated and learn how to
transition into the college
while being there with sup-
port.”

Students are eligible to
apply if they meet any of the
eligibility requirements: en-
tering the 11th or 12th grade
of high school with an ac-
ceptable grade point average
(2.0 G.P.A. or higher); re-
ceived a passing score on all
Nevada high school profi-
ciency exams; present five
letters of recommendations
written by high school teach-
ers in the student’s major
core subject areas; or have a
minimum acceptable score or
better on one of the standard-
ized tests — SAT score of
900 or higher or and ACT
score of 22 or higher.

Addressing the question
why African-American par-
ents and students should con-
sider enrolling in the pro-
gram, Hawk indicated, “Dur-
ing the first year of enroll-
ment, African-American’s
represented 5 out of the 40
students. Now approaching
the second year, there are
over 100 students presently

enrolled, with a total of nine
African-American students.”
She added, “What we
want to do is to better repre-
sent students that aren’t tra-
ditionally attending college.
It’s real important that we do
so because public dollars are
paying for this program. This
will be a big advantage for
those students and their par-
ents who might be struggling
to pay for college, or students
feeling that they aren’t pre-
pared to go to college.”
Also according to Hawk,
the community college, state
college and university sys-
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tems are in the process of
aligning their course number-
ing so that credits can trans-
fer easily from one institution
to another. Students planning
to attend college outside the
state of Nevada are encour-
aged to obtain the core re-
quirements of the school they
are transferring to and align
their courses to ensure that
the credits are transferable to
the next college or university.

One drawback to attend-
ing NSHS is that the students
or their parents need to pro-
vide transportation to the
school. Bus transportation is

available for those students
who are able to combine
classes together on a two-day
Tuesday-Thursday schedule,
or have classes grouped on a
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day schedule to accommo-
date the bus system. Another
option suggested by the
school is carpooling with
other students. Some classes
are offered on-line reducing
the need to travel to the
school.

One of the popular classes
offered at NSHS is digital
media. Other classes include
biology, sociology, math, en-
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vironmental science, busi-
ness, English, applied sci-
ences and a variety of classes
designed to assist students in
obtaining a Bachelor’s de-
gree. The average class size
is 18 students and some
classes have only 6 students
in comparison to over 40 stu-
dents attending high school.
Students attending the
college for the first time at-
tend a two-week orientation
process where students are
taught how to transition from
a high school environment to
that of a college atmosphere.
(See College, Page 6)




