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NEW YORK (AP) - An-
tonio Tarver had to tango by
himself at the Copacabana.

Roy Jones Jr. was a no-
show Tuesday at the Manhat-
tan dance club, leaving
Tarver to promote their
“Tarver-Jones 3" fight sched-
uled for Oct. 1 on HBO.

“We’re getting a 50-50
split, but I'm doing all the leg
work,” said Tarver, who had
to pose for photos with a fist
aimed at a placard bearing
Jones® name. “T’ve got to talk
to my agent and restructure.”

Promoters did announce
the venue for the live pay-
per-view event — the St. Pete
Times Forum in Tarver’s
hometown of Tampa, Fla.

Late-night negotiations
for the venue supposedly
kept Jones training in
Pensacola, Fla., rather than
taking an early morning
flight to New York.

“He wanted to focus more
on training,” said Brad
Jacobs, a Jones adviser. “Ev-
ery fight is important, but this
fight is brutally important.

The outcome will dictate the
future of his career.”

In the rubber match, Jones
looks to reclaim his light
heavyweight supremacy.

Tarver registered a devas-
tating second-round knock-
out against Jones in May
2004 to keep the WBC and
IBO titles.

Jones won the first bout in
a close 12-round decision in
November 2003 to win the
championships.

Tarver, 23-3 with 18
knockouts, scored a one-
punch knockout of Jones in
the second fight. He landed
only seven total, but a left-
handed shot rocked Jones at
1:41 of the second round.

“It was one of those per-
fect punches,” Tarver said.
“Will I be fortunate enough
to hit him with that punch
again? I don’t know... I think
it will be a more competitive
fight.”

Jones, 49-3 with 38 KOs,
lost to Glen Johnson just four
months after that fight. Since
then, he’s been moonlighting

Adu will be out for a
month with injuries

WASHINGTON (AP) - D.C. United’s Freddy Adu is ex-
pected to miss two to four weeks after an MRI exam Tues-
day showed he has a sprained ligament in his right knee.

Adu was injured Saturday in the first half of United’s 3-2
victory against the Chicago Fire. He tried to slide between
two defenders and collided with an opponent.

“We’re encouraged by the news today that Freddy’s in-
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as George Foreman's re-
placement for HBO boxing
telecasts.

Tarver has split fights
with Johnson, winning a 12-
round decision in June to re-
capture the IBO light heavy-
weight title.

The 36-year-old fighters
first met as 13-year-olds, and
return to Florida to fight each
other professionally for the
first time in their home state.
The two previous fights were
held at Mandalay Bay Resort
& Casino in Las Vegas.

Tarver credits Jones, con-

sidered by many as the best
fighter of the last decade, for
approaching him about the
rematch.

*“I take my hat off to Roy.”
he said. “It’s been said he
never pursued tough fights
and ducked tough opponents.
Roy Jones is a proud man;
he's not going to take two
defeats lightly.

“This gives him vindica-
tion and redemption. I'm the
only man that can give that
to him. I'm going to do ev-
erything in my power so that
victory escapes him.”
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TARVER vs JONES 3

ROY JONES, J
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IBO Light Heavyweight Champion Antonio Tarver holds
Roy Jones Jr’s place card after he was told Jones would
not attend the press conference Tuesday in New York. Tarver
will fight Jones in an Oct. 12 championship bout in Tampa,
Florida. The fight will be a rubber match between the rivals.
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jury is indeed minor,” club technical director Dave Kasper
said. “He has already begun the rehabilitation process, and
we look forward to having him back in uniform in a matter
of weeks.”

The 16-year-old Adu has two goals and five assists in 16
games. this season for D.C. United, which is 9-6-5 and tied
for third place in the Eastern Conference.
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