
Cunningham in hinh spirit for Unity Dav 
By Parker Philpot 

Sentinel-Voice 
The Thomas and Mack 

Center on the UNLV campus 
is the site for Unity Day 
2005. The event is free to the 

public, starts at 9:00 am and 
runs until mid-afternoon. 
Live entertainment will fea- 
ture a variety of musicians, 
groups and performers in 
styles including hip-hop, step 
teams, contemporary Chris- 
tian and more. There will be 
games and activities for 
small children and adults, 
•along with “over one-hun- 
dred thousand dollars” in 
contest prizes, gifts, cash 
awards, and new car give- 
away, according to event 

founders Pastor Randall 

Cunningham and wife Felic- 
ity 

In its fourth year, the 
youth- and family-oriented 
event has increased in turn- 

out every year, Unity pro- 
moters said. Cunningham is 

expecting this year’s atten- 

dance to measure in the thou- 
sands and said it will be “an 
awesome event.” 

“The reason we do Unity 
Day is because we love 
people,” said Cunningham, 
42, who was an All Ameri- 
can football player from 
UNLV before advancing and 

spending over 10 years in the 
NFL with the Philadelphia 
Eagles and later the Minne- 
sota Vikings. He was voted 
Most Valuable player, earn- 

ing the MVP distinction three 
times in 13 years. He married 
rencny ue jager 01 

Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and they live here with their 
three children. 

The Cunningham’s dem- 
onstrate that they are devoted 
to their family and commu- 

nity by their efforts to con- 

tinue this event each year. 
Cunningham said they are 

excited about his year’s give- 
aways and line-up of games, 
guests and events. 

“We will have groups like 
Deitrick Haddon and the 
Katinas and Natalie Grant — 

people who have traveled 
all over the world,” 
Cunningham said. 

“We were packed last 
year,” Cunningham said. 
This year he expects any- 
where from “2,500 to 

10,000” to attend. “We are 

going to have fun.. .come on 

out and get blessed,” said 

Cunningham, who speaks 
about the event enthusiasti- 

cally. 
Cunningham said it is im- 

portant that he and his wife 
offer the event to the commu- 

nity for free, and they serve 

as major financial donors 

themselves in conjunction 
with local corporations who 
contribute prizes and provide 
other support for the event. 

“Some people can’t afford 
to pay,” he explained. “Some 
people can’t even get on the 
bus; so we’ve given bus to- 

kens to people in certain ar- 

eas to get to the event.” 

Cunningham said that 
many events charge and “that 
cuts out a whole bracket of 

people” who would like to 

attend events like this. 
“Our concept is to just 

give people a day of being in 
a great atmosphere where 

people understand that it’s 
not about what somebody 
wants from you but, basi- 

cally, what they can try to 

bless you with.” 
“We love doing this,” he 

said, but added, “We will 
have to take on sponsors” 

because of the growing size 
of the event.” Cunningham 
said they have not had to so- 

licit sponsors, and they are 

often approached by compa- 
nies that want to help out 

with the event. 

This year’s grand prize — 

a brand new Toyota Camry 
— is provided by sponsor 
Findlay Toyota. 

He said that some of the 
winners of gifts last year pre- 

ferred cash over other gifts— 
even two cars were turned in 
— in order to take care of 
basic family needs and to pay 
for education. 

Cunningham said this 

year’s focus is to give lots of 
cash prizes moreso than large 
prizes like cars and bicycles 
as they did in previous years. 

“This year, not only do 

people have a chance to win 
a car, but we going to give 

away $50, $75 and $100...” 
One of the contests is a 

twist on a basketball toss 

where contenders will use a 

football to try for cash prizes 
and the car giveaway. 

Cunningham said that 

“everyone is invited,” re- 

gardless of their age, 
ethnicity or faith. He said 
they outreach to various eth- 
nic communities and put out 

(See Unity, Page 9) 
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Yes, you can have it all. 
When you purchase at Dakota, you'll have our more than 

half-century commitment to homeowner satisfaction in Las Vegas. 
You'll have a perfect location just off the 215 Beltway, near all 

the things you want—schools, Desert Breeze Park, the Strip and 
new retail centers. And you’ll have a beautiful new home 

at a significant value with tasteful finishing details and 

exceptional options, like extra bedrooms and baths, a loft, 
studio area and super bonus room. You can have it all as 

long as you do one thing: visit Dakota today! 

Hurry and make Dakota 
your new home, and 

you'll receive*: 
GE8side-bv-side refrigerator 

GE washer and gas dryer 
1” mini-blind package 

MODEL: Exterior 48 (Reversed) 

■ Up to 6 bedrooms 
■ 2 to 4 baths 

B 1,431 tO 2,925 S<J. ft. (approx.) 

From the mid $300,000s! 

J_I 

Take the 215 Beltway to Tropicana Ave 
and go west. Turn left on Grand Canyon 
Dr and follow the signs to models. 

Dakota 
9763 W. Diablo Drive 

Las Vegas, NV 89148 
Tel: (702) 221-4001 

For more information about this and other Pardee neighborhoods, please visit www.pardeehomes.com. 
'Appliances and builder's specials are available on selected homes and subject to qualification, financing, dose ol escrow, etc. 

Terms and rates subject to change. See sales representative for details Prices subject uj change Ail square footage is approximate. 
Using products with the test Stas* label can save energy; actual energy savings may vary. Contractor's license #3633A. 
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