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Special to Sentinel-Voice

RUE, FRANCE (NNPA)
- With great anticipation, the
people of this small village,
located about 150 miles out-
side the city of Paris, awaited
the arrival of the famed Afri-
can-American female avia-
tors at the Museum of the
Caudron Brothers, pioneers
of aviation in Picardy.

The momentous occasion
occurred on June 17, as
members of the Bessie
Coleman Foundation de-
parted the bus they chartered
from Paris. They were
cheered by the townspeople,
including Mayor Serge
DesChamps, the French tour-
ism and museum staff, and
French military pilots. There
was no brass band. but the
clock in the museum’s tower
chimed loudly enough to sig-
nal it was time to celebrate.

The realization that the
people of Rue knew as much,
or possibly more, about
Bessie Coleman than most
Americans was (uite appar-
ent as they made their presen-
tations at a formal program
celebrating the life and
legacy of the first African-
American o receive a pilot's
license (1921).

Words were not the only
expressions of appreciation
exchanged during the pro-

LOS ANGELES (AP) -
The Notorious B.I.G. wrong-
ful death trial ended its first
week Friday with an attorney
recounting an unconfirmed
but potentially explosive
claim of a confession by one
or two corrupt police offic-
ers.

An anonymous tipster
said two witnesses at a Dec.
11, 2000, police disciplinary
hearing said former officers
Rafael Perez and David
Mack had confessed to the
New York rapper’s 1997 kill-
ing, B.L.G. family attorney
Perry Sanders Jr. told the
court outside the presence of
the federal jury.

If proven, the allegation
could become the
“centerpoint” of the family’s
case against the city and Po-
lice Department, Sanders
said, adding that he did not
know the names of the wit-
nesses.

The two witnesses, one of
whom had been jailed with
Perez, “started to testify
about Perez and Mack and
were told to stop,” Sanders
said outside court. “And they
both had been threatened by
the LAPD a few days earlier
not to testify.”

gram. Bessie Coleman Foun-
dation President Beverly
Armstrong was presented
with books written on the
Caudron brothers, as well as
with kisses and hugs from the
presenters.

The Foundation recipro-
cated by presenting gifts to
the mayor, including a plaque
to be housed in the museum,
and a $5,000 scholarship
from the Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University for
adeserving student from area
villages. Each guest received
a Bessie Coleman logo T-
shirt, travel bag, and lapel
button.

The program was a fitting
tribute to Coleman. It was
also confirmation that mem-
bers of the foundation, who
selected France to celebrate
their 10th anniversary by
honoring Coleman, and to
thank the people of France
for embracing Coleman’s
dream to fly, did not travel
thousands of miles in vain.

“This is an historical
event for both African-
Americans and Blacks in
aviation. We sincerely thank
our sponsors for making this
moment in history possible,”
Armstrong said.

Sandra Campbell per-
formed her one woman play
“Bessie."” which was well re-
ceived by attendees. Also on
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hand for the ceremony were
relatives of both the Coleman
and Caudron families.

The historic day of two
nations coming together to
pay tribute to the Black pio-
neer aviator and the Caudron
brothers was highlighted by
acandlelight ceremony orga-
nized by the civic organiza-
tion sponsors, The Links, In-
corporated. The mayor of
Rue and members of the
Coleman and Caudron fami-
lies transferred flames from
their individual small candles
to one large candle held by
Armstrong, symbolizing an
eternal flame of hope for
those who dream of flying.

“We want to thank the
Bessie Coleman Foundation
for keeping the legacy of
Bessie Coleman alive in our
youth. The Links Incorpo-
rated is committed to educa-
tion, and we are so proud of
the work that the [founda-
tion] is doing to preserve our
history,” stated the
organization’s Southern Re-
gional Director Margaret
Thompson Johnson.

Following the program,
members of the foundation
toured the area where
Coleman received her flight
instruction. Eighty-four
years ago, it was here that
Colemari first learned to fly,
and although the facility is no

longer visible, members
walked along the beach and
peered into the sky as if im-
aging Coleman waving fran-

tically to them, beckoning’

them to come fly with her.

“Our multi-city, trans-At-
lantic journey provided a
unique opportunity to honor
the legacies of Robert
Abbott, of the Chicago De-
fender, for helping Bessie
Coleman get to France, and
the Caudron brothers’ flight
school for welcoming her.
These four visionaries paved
the way for other African-
American females to fly,”
said Anne T. Sulton, Esq.,
foundation legal counsel and
co-coordinator of the cel-
ebration. According to biog-
raphies on Coleman, she
could find no schools in the
U.S. that would train her to
fly, so it was at the urging of
Abbott that she studied
French and relocated to the
school in France.

In addition to major cor-
porate and private sponsor-
ships, the event was sup-
ported by 100 Black Men of
America, Inc.; National
Black Coalition of Federal
Aviation Employees; and
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
(Stewart 105).

Alice Thomas-Tisdale
writes for the Jackson Advo-
cate.

B.1.G.Iawyer: Police confessed

Sanders told the judge the
tip came Thursday from a
former LAPD officer who
said the hearing was held in
the basement of a county jail
and targeted former officer
Paul Byrnes, now deceased.
Sanders listed the names of
five other people the tipster
said were present at the hear-
ing and said Perez had also
been scheduled to testify.

Two people identified by
the tipster confirmed to a
family investigator Friday
they were present at the hear-
ing, Sanders said. He told
reporters outside court that
those two people generally
confirmed the tipster’s ac-
count.

U.S. District Judge Flo-
rence-Marie Cooper sent the
nine-person jury home early
and urged the defense to in-
vestigate the claim immedi-
ately.

“I am certainly very con-
cerned about the contents of
this telephone call,” Cooper
said. A hearing was planned
for Monday to discuss the
allegation.

B.I.G., born Christopher
Wallace and also known as
Biggie Smalls, was 24 when
he was gunned down while

leaving a party at the
Petersen Automotive Mu-
seum shortly after midnight
on March 9, 1997. No one
was ever arrested and the
case remains unsolved.

The Wallace family's suit
alleges Mack arranged for his
college roommate Amir
Muhammad to kill Wallace at
the behest of Death Row
Records founder Marion
“Suge” Knight. Wallace fam-

ily attorneys have tried
through testimony to link
Mack — now serving time
for bank robbery — to Perez,
known for his key role in the
city’s Rampart corruption
scandal. The lawsuit claims
the LAPD covered up
Mack’s alleged involvement
and shouldn’t have allowed
him to associate with Knight
while serving as a police of-
ficer.
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LOCKSMITH

Performs journey level installation, repair and maintenance of
building security hardware and related devices in a variety of
County locations. Requires graduation from high school (or
equivalent), successful completion of a recognized
apprenticeship as a locksmith, and two years of full-time skilled
experience in the trade. Salary: $38.660.96 - $59,924.80
annually, effective July 186, 2005. Clark County Department of
Aviation application and skills assessment required.
Clark County Human Resources
500 S. Grand Central Pkwy, 3rd floor
Las Vegas, NV 89155
(702) 261-5735

Apply online at: www.mccarran.com/careers
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Clark County Department of Aviation

Principal Management Analyst

Develops, plans and oversees one or major programmatic areas;
performs complex and sensitive administrative, organizational,
systems, budgetary and related projects and analyses. Require
a Master's Degree in Business, Public Administration,
Organizational Development, Human Resources, or a related
field, and two years of full-time professional experience in
performing administrative, budgetary, operational or similar
analyses and studies. Salary: $56,802.72 - $88,048.48 annually,
effective July 16, 2005.
Clark County Human Resources
500 S. Grand Central Pkwy, 3rd floor
Las Vegas, NV 89155
(702) 261-5735
Apply online at: www.mccarran.com/careers
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Sr. Mamtenance Worker

Performs semi-skilled work in the installation, maintenance and
repair of mechanical, electrical, HVAC, security and structural
systems and elements of County and local agency buildings and
facilities; assists in performing carpentry, electrical, electronic,
plumbing, cement and painting work. Requires graduation from
high school (or equivalent), and two years of full-time skilled
trades experience performing installation, maintenance or repair
work. Salary: $33,148.96 - $51,378.08 annually, effective July
16, 2005. Clark County Department of Aviation application and
skills assessment required.
Clark County Human Resources
500 S. Grand Central Pkwy, 3rd floor
Las Vegas, NV 89155
(702) 261-5735

Apply online at:www.mccarran.com/careers
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Performs repair and maintenance work in the installation, repair
and cleaning of carpets and other floor coverings in major County
public facilities. Graduation from high school (or equivalent) and
one (1) year of full-time experience in installation and/or repair
of commercial grade floor coverings. Employment is contingent
upon the results of a physical examination performed by our
examining physician, and upon completion of an education/
experience background investigation, and a fingerprint-based
criminal history record check processed by the FBI, and upon
the ability to be granted a security badge as mandated by the
Federal Aviation Administration. Salary: $29,725.28 - $46,065.76
annually. Clark County Department of Aviation application and
supplemental assessment required.
Clark County Human Resources
500 S. Grand Central Pkwy, 3rd floor
Las Vegas, NV 89155
(702)261-5909
Apply on-line at www.mccarran.com/careers
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Clark County Department of Aviation

SKILLED TRADES WORKER

Performs semi-skilled work in the installation, maintenance and
repair of mechanical, electrical, HVAC, security and structural
systems and elements of County and local agency buildings and
facilities; assists in performing carpentry, electrical, electronic,
plumbing, cement and painting work. Requires graduation from
high school (or equivalent), and two years of full-time skilled
trades experience performing installation, maintenance, or repair
work. Salary: $33,148.96 - $51,378.08 annually, effective July
16, 2005. Clark County Department of Aviation application and
supplemental assessment required.
Clark County Human Resources
500 S. Grand Central Pkwy, 3rd floor
Las Vegas, NV 89155
(702) 261-5735

Apply online at: www.mccarran.com/careers
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