
Renewing Voting Rights Act vitally important 
By Ron Walters 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
Let me sign on now to the campaign of 

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. to obtain one million 
signatures to give to Congress and the presi- 
dent to renew the Voting Rights Act by Au- 

gust 6, the 40th anniversary of its signing into 
law by President Lyndon Johnson. This cam- 

paign was rolled out recently at the 40th 

Anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” in Selma, 
Ala. 

As most of us now know, it was that scene 

of unspeakable brutality against civil rights 
workers, flooding into the living rooms of 
millions of Americans through the device of 
television, that created the sentiment for the 

passage of a new civil rights act. Bloody 
Sunday was an act of personal and collective 

responsibility unrecognized by many who 
call for that today. 

In fact, the Black liberation movement, 

comprised of movements for civil right and 
others proposing more systemic change, was 

filled with such acts of personal and collec- 
tive responsibility that went unnoticed. But 

Bloody Sunday was noticed, and it has lived 
as a symbol of a people’s movement that 

sought to acquire the unfet- 
tered right to vote as an equal 
human and civil right. 

As usual, the launching of 
the one million signatures 
campaign for the renewal of 
the VRA is a brilliant idea by 
Jackson, begun early enough 
to begin the campaign for the 
renewal of the Act, since im- 

portant provisions of it expire 
in 2007. Let’s be clear: this RON WALTERS 

The 15th Amendment says: 
“The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not 

be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State 
on account of race, color, or 

previous condition of servi- 
tude.” 

This amendment remained 
in force until the civil rights 
movement, and many Blacks 
voted in northern elections 

year is the 40th anniversary of the Act, but 

important provisions of it expire in 2007. 
This is so because the Voting Rights Act, 
though passed in 1965, was amended in 1970 
and 1982, and some of the provisions added 
in 1982 were to remain in force for 25 years 
— until 2007. 

I will keep writing about this because 
there is a lot of confusion about this in the— 
Black community. On many talk shows, I 
encounter people who think that the voting 
rights of Black people will end in 2007. That 
is not so, because the right of Blacks to vote 

was enacted by the 15th Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution, passed in 1870. 

(some in southern elections) during that time. 
But most Blacks, especially in the South, 
were excluded from the polls. The Voting 
Rights Act was passed as a modem enforce- 
ment measure to open up voting to all Blacks. 

So, I am suggesting that people can go to 

the website www.civilrights.org to get accu- 

rate information on which provisions of the 
VRA will be coming to an end in 2007 unless 

they are renewed. 
One of these provisions is Section 5 that 

called on the states covered by the Act in 
1965 to submit all changes to their electoral 

systems to the Justice Department; another of 
the 1982 amendments provided for bilingual 

translation of voting materials and assistance 
at the polls; and another provided the Justice 

Department with the authority to send federal 

voting examiners into states to monitor elec- 
tions. 

In light of what happened in 2000 and 
2004 in Florida, Ohio and in other states, it is 
clear that not only are these provisions needed, 
there also needs to be some action eliminat- 

ing the exclusion of convicted felons from 

voting. 
There are cases now in the court that ask 

the question whether excluding felons from 

voting constitutes a “voting requirement” or 

test that was outlawed in Section 4 of the 
VRA. And although the Supreme Court re- 

cently refused to hear such a case, it will come 

again. It should also be considered as an 

added measure in the renewal of the VRA. 

Let us join Rev. Jackson’s campaign. Get 
the petitions from his website 

www.rainbowpush.org or by phone from his 
office in Chicago or Washington, D.C.—and 
let’s get going. 

Ron Walters is a ’professor of government 
and politics at the University of Maryland- 
College Park. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
ing programs where there are 

opportunities for visits with 

children, but often there are 

no special considerations for 
visits with a child. There is so 

much more we could be do- 

ing in terms of educating 
children’s mental health pro- 
viders and child protection 
workers. We could be edu- 

cating them more about what 
the impacts of maternal in- 
carceration might be on a 

child. What some of their 
fears are. What some of the 
distortions they might have 
because of their age are, and 

how we could support them,” 
she said. 

Some of those “alterna- 
tive” facilities are in Califor- 
nia. One program is called 
the Community Prisoner 
Mother Program (CPMP), 
which is a program that al- 
lows women convicted for 
nonviolent offenses to serve 

their sentences in live-in fa- 
cilities with their children. 
Mothers receive case man- 

agement, including parenting 
classes, vocational training 
and substance abuse treat- 

ment. “There are three CPMP 
facilities in the state of Cali- 

fomia. Each one houses about 
24 women and the women 

have to meet a long list of 

eligibility criteria before they 
can get in that program,” 
Pierson of LSPC said. “I get 
mixed reviews on these types 
of programs. On paper it looks 

good, but I get complaints 
from some women.” 

The CPMP program and 
other facilities like it are de- 

signed to make it easier for 
children to cope with having 
a jailed parent. Not only do 
some people question these 

types of programs, they also 

question whether or not a 

child should visit his/her par- 
ent in prison at all.” 

“All children are not the 
same. It is possible that there 

might be a child that would 
be particularly distressed by 
visiting a parent in jail“— 
especially if there isn’t a 

mother/child visiting room in 
the jail; however, for most 

children it’s very reassuring 
to see mom and to know that 
she is ok,” Baker said.” 

About 64 percent of 
women lived with their chil- 
dren prior to incarceration, 
compared to 44 percent of 
men, reports the BJS. 

“What we found was that 
the impact on children when 
a father is incarcerated is dif- 
ferent. There is often a mother 
in the home who enables the 
child to stay in the same resi- 

dence. They still have their 

toys, their bedroom and 

mommy is still there... when 

many men come out of jail, 
they step out of jail and go 
back to their family home 
where things are still in place 
for them because their wife/ 

partner has been taking care 

of things. When women come 

out of jail, often it means 

finding a place, which is of- 

ten a shelter for the first while, 
because they may have lost 
their home or apartment.” 

Baker adds, “There are 

impacts for paternal incar- 
ceration and maternal incar- 
ceration, but I think the im- 

pacts are disproportionately 
more severe on children when 
it’s their mother,” she ex- 

plains. “There are practical 
consequences in terms of 

change in school, change in 

caregiver, etc. and there are 

potential emotional conse- 

quences like feelings of 
shame, hurt, separation anxi- 

ety, sadness and confusion.” 

Respect— 
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zines, says DNC spokes- 
woman Daniella Gibbs 

Leger. She says the DNC 

spent less than $3 million with 
White newspapers. 

It’s not just ads, but re- 

spect that appears to be lack- 

ing despite the significant role 
that the Black Press still plays, 

says Howard University Jour- 
nalism Professor Clint Wil- 

son, author of “A History of 
the Black Press.” 

Wilson says, “The Black 
Press lost a lot of its luster 
after the civil rights move- 

ment although the Black 
Press, of course, was respon- 
sible for the civil rights move- 

ment and led the charge.” 
Wilson says there are sev- 

eral key reasons that circula- 

tion and readership of the 
Black Press began diminish- 

ing after the civil rights move- 

ment. One, he says, is be- 

cause the White-owned me- 

dia began luring journalists 
from the Black Press to inte- 

Chngman- 
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weekend of the festival in 2000.” 

This is my shout out to all of the brothers 
and sisters around the country who read this 
column each week and to all of the radio hosts 
with backbone enough to share it with the 

listening audiences. Tell everyone that Cin- 
cinnati will really be healed —this time. With 
P&G at the helm,—Black sellouts, and a— 

Black face to boot (pardon the pun), this is a 

“can’t lose” situation. 
Healing will definitely take place in Cin- 

cinnati if the music festival comes. White- 
owned businesses will be healed; city tax 

coffers will be healed; the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau will be healed; the pockets of 
the folks at Paul Brown Stadium will be 
healed; and even the former County Com- 

missioner, who cut the deal to give away the 
stadium, duping Black ministers along the 

way, even he will be healed. 
Now a well-paid employee with the sta- 

dium, he had this to say about the upcoming 
healing: “Our hope is, we can show promot- 
ers and artists there are these unique facilities 
out there that offer more than just your 1970s 
stadium tour...” (Wow! We get a tour 

too?)”... The [jazz festival] is our first ven- 

ture into a concert setting. We are very ex- 

cited ... to bring it back.” 
You better believe they’re excited. Y’all 

just follow the money, ’cause somebody’s 
getting paid (off). 

James E. Clingman is an adjunct profes- 
sor at the University of Cincinnati’s African- 
American Studies Department. 

grate their all-White staffs. 

Additionally, he says, televi- 
sion came of age, and people 
started turning more to tele- 

vision than newspapers. 
A. Peter Bailey, who 

taught a course on the Black 
Press for four years at Vir- 

ginia Commonwealth Uni- 

versity, says the Black Press 
has become too soft and must 

return to its strong activist 
role of the 1960s. 

“It’s never going to be a 

Washington Post," says 
Bailey. “The Black Press ba- 

sically reflects Black people. 
But I think it has compro- 
mised both its coverage and 
its editorial stances. The 

Black Press should be a rep- 
resentative of Black people; 
not a mediator between Black 
folks and White folks. And 
when it stopped doing that; 
then it began to have prob- 
lems.” 

And aging readership is 

yet another challenge of the 
Black Press. According to a 

media audit by International 

Demographics, approxi- 
mately 70 percent of Black 

newspaper readers are be- 
tween the ages of 30 and 75. 

NNPA Foundation Chair- 
man Brian Townsend, who 
oversees the NNPA News 
Service, says he hopes a 3- 

y ear-old partnership between 
the news service and Howard 

University will not only give 
students experience in writ- 

ing for the Black Press, but 
will also help to increase read- 

ership among the youth. 
“I think it’s important that 

we give them a training 
ground so that they can ap- 
preciate the value of the Black 
Press before they go out into 
the world,” Townsend says. 
“If they stay with the Black 
Press, then, great; if they go 
out into the mainstream press, 
at least they 11 understand the 
value that we bring to the 
table.” 

Attracting younger read- 
ers is a challenge for Black 
and White newspapers, 
Townsend says. “That’s a 

secret that we’re all trying to 

figure out.” Townsend points 
out that the Philadelphia Tri- 
bune has a periodical section 
written by and for youth that 

could possibly serve as a 

model for newspapers to 
reach out to younger readers. 

Because young people are 

more drawn to the Internet, 
the Black Press is also devel- 

oping a stronger online pres- 
ence, Townsend says. 

Messiah-Jiles publisher 
of the Houston Defender, re- 

mains confident. 
“The Black Press has al- 

ways encountered difficulty 
with advertising and with cir- 

culation as far as subscribers 
are concerned,” says Mes- 
siah-Jiles. “However, the real 
role and reason for the Black 
Press’ birth was out of a need 
to tell our own story and to 

make sure that it’s a positive 
story and that people give a 

correct image of us —and not 

the story that is told by oth- 

ers, which is often negative.” 


