
Cosby discusses sexual 
assault claim in Enauirer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
Comedian Bill Cosby, re- 

sponding to a woman’s alle- 

gations of sexual molestation, 
said “words and actions can 

be misinterpreted,” but in- 
sists he wouldn’t give in to 

any attempt to “exploit” him 
because he is a celebrity. 

“Looking back on it, I re- 

alize that words and actions 
can be misinterpreted by an- 

other person, and unless 
you’re a supreme being, you 
can’t predict what another 
individual will do,” Cosby 
told The National Enquirer, 
which hits newsstands Fri- 
day. 

I m not saying that what 
I did was wrong, but I apolo- 
gize to my loving wife, who 
has stood by my side for all 
these years, for any pain I 
have caused her. These alle- 
gations have caused my fam- 
ily great emotional stress.” 

The 67-year-old enter- 

tainer — best-known as a 

warm, wisecracking TV dad 
— was cleared of criminal 
charges in connection with 
the allegations. Attorneys for 
the Canadian woman said she 
still planned a civil lawsuit. 

One of the lawyers, 
Dolores M. Troiani, said 
Thursday the civil action 
should be filed next week. 

In the interview, Cosby 
said he didn’t want to specu- 
late on whether money was 

the woman’s motive “Let’s 
not go there,” he said. But he 
asserted: “I am not going to 

give in to people who try to 

exploit me because of my 
celebrity status.” 

a spoKesman, uavia 

Brokaw, confirmed Cosby 
had given the interview, but 
said Cosby wouldq’t com- 

ment further. 
Cosby was interviewed by 

Enquirer editor Barry Levine 
at a Houston hotel while on 

tour Feb. 21. Four days ear- 

lier, a prosecutor had said the 
comedian wouldn’t face 
charges stemming from the 
allegations by a former em- 

ployee at Temple University, 
Cosby’s alma mater. 

The woman, who now 

lives in her native Ontario, 
told Canadian authorities that, 
after a night out with friends 
in January 2004, Cosby gave 
her medication that made her 
dizzy and had fondled her. 
She said she later awoke to 

find her bra undone and her 
clothes in disarray. Cosby 
denied the allegations. The 
accuser’s family had de- 
scribed Cosby as a friend and 
mentor to the woman, which 
he didn’t deny. He told the 
Enquirer a role as mentor can 

lead to trouble. 
“Sometimes you try to 

help people and it backfires 
on you and then they try to 

take advantage of you,” 
Cosby said. “People can soil 
you by taking advantage.” 

The woman’s attorneys, 
Troiani and Bebe H. Kivitz, 
said Cosby seemed to have 
changed his position in the 
matter. “We are pleased that 
after Mr. Cosby’s camp ini- 
tially characterized our 

client’s allegations as bizarre 
and utterly preposterous, he 
has acknowledged that it was 

his conduct after all that 
formed the basis for her alle- 
gations,” a statement from 
the attorneys said. 

Levine said Cosby agreed 
to the interview with the tab- 

loid, which has a circulation 
of 1.5 million, partly out of 
gratitude. The Enquirer of- 
fered a $100,000 reward that 
led to the arrest of Mikail 
Markhasev, who was con- 

victed of murdering Cosby’s 
son, Ennis, during a roadside 
robbery in 1997. 

Foxx on politicians’ minds 
ATLANTA (AP) Thrilled by Jamie 

Foxx’s Oscar win for his portrayal of Ray 
Charles in “Ray,” the Georgia House is 

hoping the actor will visit the Capitol and 
re-enact a 1979 visit by the singer. 

A resolution introduced Thursday con- 

gratulates Foxx on his best-actor Oscar 
and invites him to the chamber to be hon- 
ored. 

The Legislative Black Caucus, which 
sponsored the idea, is hoping Foxx would 

perform “Georgia on My Mind” on a pi- 
ano in the House chamber. 

Charles performed the song for law- 
makers in 1979 when it was designated the 
state song. Georgia politicians maintained 

a close relationship with the singer after- 
ward; he performed at the 2003 inaugura- 
tion of Gov. Sonny Perdue. 

In his autobiography, “Brother Ray,” 
Charles said he was deeply honored by his 
visit to the House. “That touched my heart,” 
he wrote. “I cried. I truly did.” 

Sponsors haven’t heard whether Foxx 
will be able to make the visit, said the 
resolution’s author, Rep. Quincy Murphy. 
He said lawmakers just wanted Foxx to 

know how much they liked the movie. 
“It’s been tremendous. It has resur- 

rected all this good will and feeling for Ray 
Charles,” Murphy said. 

Charles died last year. 

There's a better way to get 
money from your home: 

a Home Equity Loan from U.S. Bank. 

It’s time to make a change. 
A Home Equity Loan from U.S. Bank is the easiest way to start any project. 
You can get loans up to 125% of your home’s value. 
With competitive rates, you’ll enjoy an easy way to manage debt, build an addition, or 

even start a new business. Plus, the interest on the loan may be tax-deductible. 
And it’s all backed by our Five Star Service Guarantee. 
Take advantage of this offer without the worry of closing costs, points, or fees. 
No coin counting necessary. 

Go online at usbank.com, visit a local branch, 
or call 1-888-444-BANK (2265) ext.4100 

for any other questions. [TCbank 
Five Star Service Guaranteed (A 

*5.79% fixed APR available for terms up to 20 years on home equity loans with a U.S. Bank checking account with ACH and loan-to-value (LTV) of 80% or less. 
Higher rates apply for higher LTVs. Minimum loan amount or increase of $10,000 required. Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. On a 

$10,000, 20-year loan at 5.79% APR, monthly payments would be $70.44. Rates subject to change. Offer is subject to normal credit qualifications. Some 
additional restrictions may apply. Not available with other discounts. Home equity loans are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. Member FDIC. nsaa 


