
Bond refuses to cease criticism of Bush 
NAACP chairman skewers the president on a wide range of issues — Social Security to religion 
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WASHINGTON (NNPA) 
— NAACP Board Chair 
Julian Bond celebrated Presi- 
dents Day weekend by criti- 

cizing President George W. 
Bush on issues as varied as 

Social Security reform to 

what he calls Bush’s viola- 
tion of several of the Ten 
Commandments. 

w e ai e meeimg un rresi- 

dents Weekend, so I want to 

say a few words about presi- 
dents — one to whom we bid 
farewell [NAACP Immedi- 
ate Past-President Kweisi 
Mfume] and another who has 
never said ‘hello,’” Bond said 
at the annual meeting of the 
NAACP in New York. “...Un- 
fortunately, as one president 
left, another stayed.” 

Bond offered a withering 
critique of Bush’s policies, a 

clear indication that the 
nation’s oldest civil rights 
group will not temper its criti- 
cism of the former Texas 

governor simply because it is 
the target of an Internal Rev- 
enue investigation. The IRS 
has questioned whether the 
NAACP violated its tax-ex- 

empt status by engaging in 

partisan politics. 
The NAACP has refused 

to cooperate with what it calls 
an unwarranted investigation, 
and Bond showed no signs 
over the weekend of being 
intimidated by the inquiry. 

“At the NAACP, we have 
never opposed or supported 
political parties,” Bond said, 
emphasizing the word par- 
ties. “Instead, we have al- 

ways opposed political poli- 
cies that are wrong... 

Debunking the notion that 
Bush received a mandate in 
the November presidential 
election, Bond noted that 
Bush won with the narrowest 

margin of victory for a sitting 
president since Woodrow 
Wilson in 1916. 

“So we have a country di- 
vided roughly 50/50 but a 

government held entirely by 
one side,” Bond said. “Most 
of us would rather have had 
the election turn on issues of 
war and peace than on issues 
of race and sex. I thought we 

had 10 Commandments. 
What happened to the ones 

against lying, stealing, and 

killing.” 
Repeating what has be- 

come a familiar theme in his 

public speeches, Bond added, 
“Bill Clinton may have lied 
in the war between the sexes. 

George W. Bush lied about 
the war. When Clinton lied, 
no one died.” 

In the past, Bond has ac- 

cused the Bush administra- 
tion of engaging in racial 

politics. He reiterated that 
criticism last Saturday, say- 
ing: “The November election 
served as a reminder of the 
extent to which the body poli- 
tic feeds off of race.” That is 
reflected, Bond said, in the 
Bush administration’s ap- 
proach to reforming Social 

Security. 
“Now they are trying to 

tell us that privatizing Social 

Security would be beneficial 
to Black people. This is be- 
cause, they say, Blacks don’t 
live as long as Whites,” Bond 
said. “It isn’t Social Security 
that’s a bad deal for Blacks 
— dying too early is the real 
bad deal! They’d rather play 
the race card than actually 
address Black’s shorter life 

expectancy.” 
According to the National 

Center for Health Statistics, 
White women in the U.S. live 
to be 80, followed by Black 
women at 74.8 years, White 
men, 74.5 years and Black 
males at 67.6 years. 

Of the 15 leading causes 

of death, Blacks had higher 
rates of deaths than Whites in 
11 areas, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
in Atlanta. Although Blacks 
and Whites have improved 
their health over the years, 
the gap between Whites and 
Blacks has increased in re- 

cent years, according to fed- 
eral statistics. 

Bush and some ot his sup- 
porters have tried to gamer 
support for the president’s 
Social Security proposal by 
arguing that because Blacks 
die earlier than Whites, they 
should support a program that 

purportedly allows them to 

cash in sooner. 

“Using shorter life expect- 
ancy as an excuse for priva- 
tizing Social Security isn’t 

just offensive; it is also mis- 

leading,” Bond asserted. 
“The Black-White dispar- 

ity in life expectancies prac- 
tically disappears at retire- 
ment age. If they really cared 
about Black life expectancy, 
they’d fix health care, which 
is really broken. They’d fix 
the Black-White unemploy- 
ment gap — joblessness for 
Blacks is always twice the 
rate for Whites. They’d fix 
the prison gap—more Black 
men are in prison than in col- 

lege. They d find ways to end 
the numerous threats to long 
life and to extend our lives. 
Instead, they want to turn 

Social Security into broker 

security. This argument isn’t 
about Main Street; it’s about 
Wall Street.” 

Bond noted that Social 

Security is the sole source of 

income for 40 percent of eld- 

erly African-Americans. 
“Their so-called reform is 

a solution without a prob- 
lem,” Bond said. “It is part of 
an all-out attack on the un- 

derpinnings of the progres- 
sive spirit in America.” 

At a news conference, 
Bond told reporters that a 

search firm was looking at 

200 candidates to succeed 
Mfume, who resigned in De- 
cember. 

Hi 

According to news ac- 

counts, he told reporters: “I 
want someone with the 

fundraising ability of Bill 

Gates, with the oratorical 

ability of Martin Luther King 
and the managerial ability of 
someone who’s managed big, 
big things successfully and 
done well.” 

Bond said the organiza- 
tion expects to announce 

Mfume’s successor by July. 
The N AACP also reported 

a $4.7 million shortfall for 
2004. It spent $28.9 million, 

although income was $24.2 
million. The difference was 

made up from reserve funds, 
which now total about $13 
million, according to NAACP 
Treasurer Francisco Borges. 
Approximately half of the re- 

maining reserves were set 

aside for an endowment and 

scholarships, NAACP offi- 
cials said. 

In his speech, Bond was 

critical of Bush’s proposed 
budget. 

“...Having starved the 

government with tax cuts for 

the rich, they now propose a 

budget which will punish the 

poor.” 
After listing one half- 

dozen cuts in the Bush bud- 

get that would adversely im- 

pact the poor, Bond turned 
the president’s language 
against him, ridiculing 
Bush’s goal of an “owner- 

ship society.” Bond said, 
“The budget tells us the real 

meaning of the so-called 

ownership society—it means 

a society where, unless you’re 
rich, you’re on your own.” 
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There's a better way to get 
money from your home: 

a Home Equity Loan from U.S. Bank. 

It’s time to make a change. 
A Home Equity Loan from U.S. Bank is the easiest way to start any project. 
You can get loans up to 125% of your home’s value. 

With competitive rates, you’ll enjoy an easy way to manage debt, build an addition, or 

even start a new business. Plus, the interest on the loan may be tax-deductible. 

And it’s all backed by our Five Star Service Guarantee. 

Take advantage of this offer without the worry 

of closing costs, points, or fees. 

No coin counting necessary. 

Go online at usbank.com, visit a local branch, 
or call 1-888-444‘BANK (2265) ext. 4100 

for any other questions. TObank. 
Five Star Service Guaranteed 

*5.79% fixed APR available for terms up to 20 years on home equity loans with a U.S. Bank checking account with ACH and 
loan-to-value (LTV) of 80% or less. Higher rates apply for higher LTVs. Minimum loan amount or increase of $10,000 required. 
Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. On a $10,000, 20-year loan at 5.79% APR, monthly payments would 
be $70.44. Rates subject to change. Offer is subject to normal credit qualifications. Some additional restrictions may apply. 
Not available with other discounts. Home equity loans are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. Member FDIC. » 


