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WASHINGTON (NNPA) 
The patchwork of local and 

state voting laws should be 
replaced with a single federal 
standard that would make it 
easier to detect and reduce 
voter fraud, community lead- 
ers say. 

“It has been almost im- 

possible to monitor the vot- 

ing process the way the sys- 
tem is set up. People were 

turned away from polls, elec- 
tronic machines didn’t carry 
the vote as people wanted it 
to be carried and numbers 
didn’t meet the reality of the 
number of voters that came 

out,” said Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX.). 
“This is not about Kerry or 

Bush. It’s about the birth- 

right of Americans to vote — 

a constitutional right. 
Lee’s remarks were made 

at a hearing on Capitol Hill 
called by Congressman John 

Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.). The 

hearing was held last week to 

look into allegations of voter 

fraud in Ohio, a battleground 
state that determined the 
eventual winner. 

We have to find out 

where the fraud and miscon- 
duct has taken place and who 
did it, so we know how to 

repair it. We’re in phase one. 

Finding out what went wrong 
and where our laws need to 

be built up,” said Conyers. 
“One of the things that have 
come up is the need for one 

piece of equipment for every 
state.” 

In the November elec- 
tions, registered voters used 
five different types of voting 
machines. Polls either used 
direct-response electronic 
voting systems (DREs), opti- 
cal scan systems, punch cards, 
lever machines or paper bal- 
lots. 

DREs display candidates 
on a screen and prompts vot- 

ers to make their selection 
using a touch-screen or push 
button. The lever machine 
displays candidates on a 

printed strip located next to a 

lever and voters pull down 
the lever to make their selec- 
tion. When using the optical 
scan system, voters indicate 
their selection using small 
markers next to the 

candidate’s name — similar 
to a standardized test. Paper 
ballots are pieces of paper 
where voters make their 
choice by marking a box next 

to the candidates name and 

submitting their ballot into a 

sealed box. When using a 

punch card, voters make their 
selection by punching holes 
next to their candidate. 

The government is unsure 

how much it would cost to 

develop a unified system. 
“In 1965, through the en- 

ergy and struggle of the civil 

rights movement, for the first 
time in America, a statement 

was made on people’s right 
to vote,” said Jackson Lee. 
“We have not addressed the 

question of voting for almost 
40 years. It is a crucial time 
for a wake up call. America 
has failed its voting popula- 
tion.” 

With different types of 
voting systems and so many 
complaints about the voting 

process, Hilary Shelton, 
Washington director of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), says a uni- 
fied system would make vot- 

ing easier. 
“I think it would be very 

helpful to have a unified sys- 
tem, but the task is working 
out which system it would 
be,” he said. “When you talk 
about national positions and 
federal positions like who is 

going to sit in the Senate, 
House or White House, it just 
makes good sense to allow us 

to apply national standard 
across the board.” 

To date, only 37 states 

have adopted the Federal 
Election Commission’s 
(FEC) voting system stan- 

dards that require testing to 

ensure that voting systems 
are accurate, reliable and se- 

cure. 

According to the FEC, 

“voting system standards are 

documented agreements con- 

taining technical specifica- 
tions to be used consistently 
as guidelines to ensure that 
automated voting systems 
(both those that use a paper 
ballot and all electronic sys- 
tems) are accurate, reliable, 
and secure. The standards 
include functional criteria 
(things that any voting equip- 
ment must do) along with 
technical requirements for: 

hardware, software, security, 
quality assurance, and docu- 
mentation.” 

The voting rights stan- 

dards specify what the voting 
equipment should do, but not 

how it should do it. 
“We can’t seem to get a 

system befitting of the 
world’s most powerful na- 

tion and that has to be the 

responsibility of the national 

government. Everyone must 
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The ball’s in your court. 
When it comes to the environment, it takes teamwork to do the right thing. That's why at 

Pardee Homes, we ask our homeowners to join us in choosing conservation as a way of life. 

All of our new homes are designed to meet Energy Star® standards. To this, homeowners 

can add a fluorescent lighting package, water-efficient landscaping and sustainable features 

from our groundbreaking LivingSmart® program available in select neighborhoods. We'll 

also be building some of the nation's very first Zero Energy Home* possibilities, creating 
home environments that save energy and generate their own electricity. 

This is all part of our commitment to build homes for the way you want to live, today 
and tomorrow. Are you ready to make your move? 

HABITAT RESTORATION 
Depleted agricultural 
land is being returned 
to native vegetation 
and wildlife. 

ENERGY STAR HOMES 
4,500 pounds of 
greenhouse gases are 

eliminated for every new 

Energy Star home. 

LIVING SMART PROGRAM 
Included and optional 
features put conservation 
(and savings) in the 
hands of homeowners. 

ZERO ENERGY HOMES* 
Homes offer a minimum 
of 50% energy savings 
over those built to 
federal code. 

WATER CONSERVATION 
Low-flow faucets and 
fixtures and efficient 
appliances can cut water 

usage by more than half. 

XERISCAPE 
Replacing grass with 
xeriscape saves about 
62 gallons of water per 
square foot per year. 
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Zero Energy Homes is a program of the U.S. Department of Energy and is used to designate homes that incorporate energy savings of 50% or more. Actual energy savings may vary. 
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