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Chris Byrd, right, punches Jameel McCline in the fourth round of their IBF heav_vwetgkt
championship fight at New York’s Madison Square Garden on Saturday. The defensive-
minded Byrd overcame a knockdown to defeat the bigger, heavier McCline, by split decision.

Las Vegan Chris Byrd keeps
version of heavyweight title

NEW YORK (AP) —
Chris Byrd felt the power and
found the canvas. Then
Jameel McCline found out
what made Byrd a heavy-
weight champion in the first
place. Giving away 56 pounds
and several inches, Byrd sur-
vived a second round knock-
down and a bigger man’s
punchtoretain his IBFheavy-
weight title Saturday night
on a split decision by the nar-
rowest of margins.

As crafty a fighter as the
heavyweight division has
seen in recent times, Byrd
needed every bit of his skills
to come on strong in the later
rounds to win asplit 12-round
decision that was in doubt
until the final judge’s tally
was added up.

The two good friends
hugged as the highly enter-
taining fight ended and the
crowd at Madison Square
Garden stood and cheered.
Byrd won by 115-112 and
114-113, while McCline was
favored 114-112 on the third
scorecard.

The Associated Press had
Byrd ahead. 115-113.

“The way I fought back
showed I am a true cham-
pion. I had to dig down. He
weighed 270 pounds,™ Byrd
said. “I definitely did enough
to win the fight. I am a cham-
pion.”

Byrd, who weighed 214
pounds to McCline’s 270,

was in trouble early, going
down in the second round
from a right hand and taking
punishment from an aggres-
sive McCline. He was trail-
ing badly after five rounds,
before beginning to find his
mark and score with quick
inside combinations.

It was the third title de-
fense for the southpaw Byrd,
and the third fight that was
close until the end. In his last
fight, heretained the title with
a draw over Andrew Golota.

“He has fast hands and he
took me out of my game
plan,” McCline said. *“That
was the difference.”

Also Satrurday, Evander
Holyfield was dominated
once again, this time by jour-
neyman Larry Donald, but
refused to call it a career. At
the age of 42, Holyfield lost
almostevery round to Donald
and has now won only two of
his last nine fights.

Holyfield’s sad décline,
meanwhile, continued when
he was beaten soundly by
Donald, a fighter that likely
wouldn’t have lasted six
rounds during his prime.

Holyfield stood watching,
unable to throw puncheseven
when he saw openings, as
Larry Donald jabbed his way
to a lopsided 12-round deci-
sion that made the 42-year-
old Holyfield’s quest for the
undisputed heavyweighttitle
seem even more ridiculous

than it already was.

He refused to call it a ca-
reer, but hinted that he may
not fight much longer.

“Inmy mind I can’trealis-
tically think that it is over,”
Holyfield said. “ButI have to
look at the possibility that
this is a permanent problem.
If this is going to happen ev-
ery fight I can’t continue to
doit.”

Fighting for the first time
since taking a beating last
year from James Toney,
Holyfield onceresembled the
fighter who won the heavy-
weight title four times only in
physique. He fell down while
throwing a left hook 49 sec-
onds into the fight, setting
the tone for what would be a
long night.

Holyfield won only one
round from each ringside
judge, and in the final round
Donald added insultto injury
by dancing in front of him
and slamming left jabs and
rights off of his head.

In another fight, former
heavyweight champion
Hasim Rahman put himself
in contention for one of the
major titles by stopping an
outclassed Kali Meehan af-
ter four rounds. Rahman
never knocked Meehan down
but was giving him such pun-
ishment at the end of the
fourth round that Meehan's
corner threw in the towe] af-
ter the round ended.

BEST OF BOTH LEAGUES

Another record-setting season has led
Barry Bonds to his fourth straight and
unprecedented seventh overall National
League Most Valuable Player Award.
Bonds became the oldest winner of an
MVPF. Barry Bonds is hitting a home run
against the Pitisburgh Pirates in
Pittsburgh, in this Aug. 10 file photo.

Anaheim Angels’ right fielder Viadimir
Guerrero received 21 of the possible 28 first
place votes to win the American League
Most Valuable Player award. The New York
Yankees Gary Sheffield finish second in
voting. Guerrero hits a single to drive in
two runs against the Toronto Blue Jays in
this file image from Toronto on July 9.

Sports Pace

(Continued from Page 15)
worth watching and investing.

The women need some big commercial
organization like Nike, Wendy's or
McDonald’s to take over the sponsorship of
their leagues.

The women can play. They have proven
that in every way. Now, all they need is
someone besides a columnist, who doesn’t
have any money to convince those who have
money that they are fun to watch and also
cheaper to get.

Follow the Rainbow to...

Good Health!

When your family counts on you to stay

healthy, you can count on Rainbow
Medical Centers' board certified family
physicians to provide the highest quality
of primary and urgent care services. Our
facilities offer lab, x-ray, and are open
evenings and weekends for your
convenience. Rainbow Medical Centers
has also been awarded Joint Commission
Accreditation (JCAHO) for maintaining
national standards of quality healthcare.

Track your health at

My Health

“ You'll find it at...
www.rainbowmedical.com

RAINDOW

Medical Centers

\-,silm Ac
Ly <%

1

o 101N
y ol ¢
(n

L+
At pry ms“"*

pR'MA RY & Board Certified
West Physicians
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