
Fans must not forget: Women are athletes, too 
With millions of dollars 

being poured into sports 
where men are the principals 
performing, every so often 

sports fans have to be re- 

minded that women are ath- 
letes and would also like some 

of those millions used to give 
them a chance to make an 

adequate living. 
For the past few years, 

with women playing profes- 
sional basketball each year 
backed by the National Bas- 
ketball Association, things 
seemed bright enough for fe- 
males athletes who played in 
other sports to expect fans to 

appreciate their endeavors by 
attending their contests. 

Oddly, this has not been 
the case at the women’s 

leagues, such as bowling, 
soccer, softball, and skiing; 
they have thrown in the towel 
because of the lack of fund- 

ing to keep the athletes em- 

ployed. 
Yet men’s teams, such as 

the New York Yankees, Los 

Angeles Lakers, Golden State 
Warriors, Orlando Magic, 
just to name a few, can give 
million dollar salaries to just 
one player while women like 
Mia Hamm, Jackie Joyner 
Kersey, Gayle Devers, and 
Peacabo Jones can’t make a 

living in their specialities. 
Of course, women are very 

active in tennis and golf, but, 
even then, the purses don’t 
come anywhere near the prize 
money given to the men on 

both of those tours. 

lhe lexas Rangers gave 
Alex Rodriguez’s $250 mil- 
lion to play and then traded 
him to the New York Yan- 
kees for the same amount of 

money. For Rodriguez’s sal- 

ary for a year, he could spon- 
sor the entire women’s bowl- 

ing league for ten years. 
The same for Michael Jor- 

dan who made enough money 
as a player and doing com- 

mercials to become a billion- 
aire; he could also be a spon- 
sor of a women’s team. 

At Stanford University, 
the tennis stadium where 
there is a Women’s Tennis 

Association each year, 
alumni gave the school a ten- 

nis stadium. The Freita fam- 
ily gave most of the money to 

build a women’s softball sta- 

dium at the University of 
Nevada at Las Vegas. 

Before the formation of 
the WTA, the women were 

under the guidance of the 

United States Lawn Tennis 
Association(USLTA), and 

were getting the same amount 

of money for their tourna- 

ments. So, they formed the 

WTA and Virginia Slims and 
went out on their own play- 
ing tournaments all over the 
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world. 
In some tournaments, such 

as the U.S. Open, the purses 
are the same as the mens but 

they haven’t convinced the 
French that they should get 

equal pay. 
Last weekend, a fine ex- 

ample of the discrepancy in 

purses was shown in the golf 
tournaments of the Ladies 
Professional Golf 

Association(LPGA) at Mo- 

bile, Alabama and the 
Franklin Templeton Shootout 
at Naples, Florida 

The women’s winner. 
Heather D.Donofrio shot a 

269 for four rounds (69, 66, 
64, and 70). She received 
$ 130,000 for her four rounds. 
The men’s winners, Hank 
Kuehne and Jeff Sluman shot 
three rounds of alternate shot, 
better ball, and scramble for 
a minus 29 and received 

$300,000 each. Three rounds 
as partners and they split 
$600,000. Second place at 

Templeton received 
$ 187,000 each. 

Liz Johnson, a woman 

bowler, qualified last week 
for the men’s professional 
bowling event at 

Cheektowaga, New Y ork fin- 

ishing fourth in field of 64. 

However, the next day, it was 

single loss knockout, she lost 
to Brad Angelo 4-2 but shot a 

278 in the third round to her 

partner’s, 230. She however, 
knew where the money was. 

A million dollars was at 

stake the WTA’s final event 

between Serena Williams and 
Maria Sharapova. That’s the 
kind of money the women in 

other sports should be get- 
ting but the ones with the 

money, like Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson, haven’t taken the 
word that women’s sports are 
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The ball’s in your court. 
When it comes to the environment, it takes teamwork to do the right thing. That's why at 

Pardee Homes, we ask our homeowners to join us in choosing conservation as a way of life. 

All of our new homes are designed to meet Energy Star® standards. To this, homeowners 

can add a fluorescent lighting package, water-efficient landscaping and sustainable features 

from our groundbreaking LivingSmart® program available in select neighborhoods. We'll 

also be building some of the nation's very first Zero Energy Home* possibilities, creating 
home environments that save energy and generate their own electricity. 

This is all part of our commitment to build homes for the way you want to live, today 
and tomorrow. Are you ready to make your move? 

HABITAT RESTORATION 
Depleted agricultural 
land is being returned 
to native vegetation 
and wildlife. 

ENERGY STAR HOMES 
4,500 pounds of 
greenhouse gases are 

eliminated for every new 

Energy Star home. 
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LIVING SMART PROGRAM 
Included and optional 
features put conservation 
(and savings) in the 
hands of homeowners. 

ZERO ENERGY HOMES* 
Homes offer a minimum 
of 50% energy savings 
over those built to 
federal code. 

WATER CONSERVATION 
Low-flow faucets and 
fixtures and efficient 
appliances can cut water 

usage by more than half. 

XERISCAPE 
Replacing grass with 
xeriscape saves about 
62 gallons of water per 
square foot per year. 
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‘Zero Energy Home is a program of the U.S. Department of Energy and is used to designate homes that incorporate energy savings of 50% or more. Actual energy savings may vary. 

THE WAY YOU WANT TO LIVE FferdeeHomeScoM 


