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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat dies at 75 
RAM ALLAH, West Bank 

(AP) Yasser Arafat, the 

guerrilla leader turned Nobel 
Peace Prize winner who 
forced his people’s plight into 
the world spotlight, died 
Thursday at age 75 — still 
reviled by many as a terror- 

ist. 
Arafat died at 3:30 a.m. in 

a French military hospital. 
His last days were as murky 
and dramatic as his life. 
Arafat was flown to France 
on Oct. 29 after nearly three 
years of being penned in his 
West Bank headquarters by 
Israeli tanks. 

He initially improved but 
then sharply deteriorated as 

rumors swirled about his ill- 
ness. Neither doctors nor Pal- 
estinian leaders would say 
what killed Arafat. 

Tens of thousands of Pal- 
estinians poured into the 
streets of the Gaza Strip in a 

spontaneous show of grief. 
Dozens of gunmen fired into 
the air, and marchers waved 
Palestinian flags. 

Mosques blared Quranic 
verses and children burned 
tires on the main streets, cov- 

ering the skies in black 
smoke. People pasted post- 
ers of Arafat on building 
walls. 

Within hours of Arafat’s 
death, Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and in- 
creased security at Jewish 
settlements, fearing wide- 

spread Palestinian riots in the 
coming days. 

“The Israeli Defense 
Forces are deploying to al- 
low a dignified funeral cer- 

emony for chairman Arafat,” 
an army statement said. 

The military said it would 
restrict access to the funeral, 
set for Saturday in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah, and 

only allow Palestinians with 

permits to attend. The mili- 

A Palestinian woman mourns outside Palestinian President Yasser Arafat’s ‘Muqata’ 
compound where he is expected to be buried in the West Bank city ofRamallah. 
tary would allow processions 
in towns and refugee camps, 
officials said. 

Palestinian Parliament 
Speaker Rauhi Fattouh was 

to be sworn in as Palestinian 
Authority president until 
elections are held in 60 days, 
according to Palestinian law. 

Officials said they wanted 
to ensure a smooth transi- 

tion, despite concern both at 

home and abroad that a be- 
hind-the-scenes power 
struggle to assume the Arafat 
mantle could result in chaos 
and violence. 

Prime Minister Ahmed 

Qureia was expected remain 
in charge of day-to-day gov- 
erning, while Mahmoud 
Abbas, the former prime min- 
ister, would take over run- 

ning the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, which also rep- 
resents Palestinians abroad. 

President Bush issued a 

statement of condolence to 

the Palestinian people. 
“We express our condo- 

lences to the Palestinian 
people. For the Palestinian 

people, we hope that the fu- 
ture will bring peace and the 
fulfillment of their aspirations 
for an independent, demo- 
cratic Palestine that is at peace 
with its neighbors,” the presi- 
dent said. 

Former Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres, who 
shared the Nobel Peace Prize 
with Arafat and assassinated 
Israeli leader Yitzak Rabin, 
said: 

“The biggest mistake of 
Arafat was when he turned to 

terror. His greatest achieve- 
ments were when he tried to 

build peace.” 
Palestinian flags at 

Arafat’s battered Ramallah 
compound were lowered to 

half staff. Television broad- 
cast excerpts from the Quran 
with a picture of Arafat in the 
background. 

“He closed his eyes and 
his big heart stopped. He left 
for God but he is still among 
this great people,” said se- 

nior Arafat aide Tayeb Abdel 
Rahim, who broke into tears 

as he announced Arafat’s 

VIVA LE FRANCE 
European nationals are evacuated by French soldiers outside Abidjan. The first of 
fourflights evacuating French and other European nationals from violence-torn Ivory 
Coast left Abidjan for Paris with 270 people on board. 

death. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan said he was sad- 
dened by Arafat’s passing. 

“President Arafat was one 

of those few leaders who 
could be instantly recognized 
by people in any walk of life 
all around the world. For 

nearly four decades, he ex- 

pressed and symbolized in 
his person the national aspi- 
rations of the Palestinian 

people.” 
British Prime Minister 

Tony Blair sent condolences 
to the Palestinian people. 

“President Arafat came to 

symbolize the Palestinian na- 

tional movement.... (and) led 
his people to an historic ac- 

ceptance and the need for a 

two-state solution,” Blair 
said. 

Top Palestinian officials 
flew in to check on their leader 
while Arafat’s 41-year-old 
wife, Suha, publicly accused 
them of trying to usurp his 
powers. Ordinary Palestin- 
ians prayed for his well be- 
ing, but expressed deep frus- 
tration over his failure to im- 
prove their lives. 

Arafat’s failure to groom 
a successor complicated his 
passing, raising the danger of 
factional conflict among Pal- 
estinians. 

A visual constant in his 
checkered keffiyeh head- 
dress, Arafat kept the Pales- 
tinians’ cause at the center of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. But 
he fell short of creating a Pal- 
estinian state, and, along with 
other secular Arab leaders of 
his generation, he saw his 
influence weakened by the 
rise of radical Islam in recent 

years. 
Revered by his own 

people, Arafat was reviled by 
others. He was accused of 
secretly fomenting attacks on 

Israelis while proclaiming 
brotherhood and claiming to 

have put terrorism aside. 
Many Israelis felt the paunchy 
5-foot, 2-inch Palestinian’s 
real goal remained the de- 
struction of the Jewish state. 

Arafat became one of the 
world’s most familiar faces 
after addressing the U.N. 
General Assembly in New 
York in 1974, when he en- 

tered the chamber wearing a 

holster and carrying a sprig. 
“Today I have come bearing 
an olive branch and a free- 
dom fighter’s gun,” he said. 
“Do not let the olive branch 
fall from my hand.” 

Two decades later, he 
shook hand at the White 
House with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on a 

peace deal that formally rec- 

ognized Israel’s right to exist 
while granting the Palestin- 
ians limited self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
The pact led to the 1994Nobel 
Peace Prize for Arafat, Rabin 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

But the accord quickly 
unraveled amid mutual sus- 

picions and accusations of 
treaty violations, and a new 

round of violence that erupted 
in the fall of 2000 has killed 
some 4,000 people, three- 
quarters of them Palestinian. 

The Israeli and U.S. gov- 
ernments said Arafat de- 
served much of the blame for 
the derailing of the peace pro- 
cess. Even many of his own 

people began whispering 
against Arafat, expressing 
disgruntlement over corrup- 
tion, lawlessness and a bad 
economy in the Palestinian 
areas. 

A resilient survivor of war 

with Israel, assassination at- 

tempts and even a plane crash, 
Arafat was born Rahman 
Abdel-Raouf Arafat Al- 

Qudwa on Aug. 4, 1929, the 
fifth of seven children of a 

(See Arafat, Page 15) 
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MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES! 

• GIS SPECIALIST LIMITED TERM 
Limited term position for max of 24 mths. LT positions receive same bnfts 

as reg ees in similar positions. Performs variety of prof-level duties developing, analyzing, implementing 
& supporting the Districts Geographic Information System. Req’s BS in GIS, Civ Engrng, Geography, 
Urban Planning or closely related fid + 2-yrs progressively resp exp in the use of GIS systems; or equiv 
combo T&E. The preferred candidate will be proficient with Arc/Info, & ArcGIS. 

Salary: $56,466 $63,524 yr, DOQ, + gen bnfts pkg. 

• PRESERVE PROGRAM SENIOR SPECIALIST 
GROUP SALES 

Participates in planning & execution of group sales & mbrshp strategies; conducts research & dvlps 
reltnshps & ptnrshps w/local & nat’l visitor, convention & tourism orgns & companies to promote 
group visits to the Preserve; coordinates scheduling & logistical arrangements for group visits; ensures 

orientation & programmatic info & materials are avail; arranges educational & scientific staff, tour 

guides & docents as applicable. Plans, dvlps & implements mbrshp recruitment & retention progs; 
maintains mbrshp database & mbrshp cycle calendar; coordinates & tracks mbrshp mailing projs; over- 

sees processing & receipting of dues & contributions; acts as liaison w/vendors for mbrshp-related mate- 

rials & svcs; responds to public inquiries regarding mbrshp types, costs & bnfts. Req’s grad 4-yr coll/univ 
w/maj in museum studies, education, communications, business, mktng, pub relations, retail studies or 

a related fid; + 5 yrs inc resp group sales &/or mbrshp exp in prog mgmt, dvlpmt or coordination in a 

museum, cultural or public attraction venue at least 2 yrs of which were at the level of Preserve Program 
Specialist; or equiv combo T&E. A Master’s degree in the above-listed majors or related fid is desired but 
not req’d. 

Salary: $41,537 $58,094 yr, + gen bnfts pkg. 
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THE APPLICATION PACKAGE FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE 
POSITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

Las Vegas Valley Water District, Human Resources Dept. 
1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, 

apply online or download at www.lwwd.com. 
Faxes and resumes will not be accepted in lieu of the required application package. 

www.lvvwd.com 


