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WASHINGTON (NNPA) 

—President George W. Bush 
discussed plans for his sec- 

ond term at a press confer- 
ence on Nov. 4, and says he 
will seek bipartisan coopera- 
tion in achieving his objec- 
tives. 

“With the campaign over, 
Americans are expecting a 

bipartisan effort and results,” 
Bush said. “I will reach out to 

everyone who shares our 

goals and I’m eager to start 

the work ahead.” 
The war in Iraq and other 

national security issues 
seemed to remain the mar- 

quee concerns on the 
administration’s agenda, is- 
sues the president said could 
bring Democrats, Republi- 
cans and Independents to- 

gether. 
“There’s a common 

ground to be had when it 
comes to foreign policy that 

says the most important 

agenda is to protect the 
American people,” Bush said. 
“There are plenty of places 
for us to work together.” 

That work includes re- 

forming the intelligence 
agencies, building on educa- 
tion initiatives, updating the 
tax code, tort reform and re- 

forming Social Security to 

allow younger citizens to 

open private accounts, Bush 
said. 

The press conference 
came just after the president 
met with his cabinet, prompt- 
ing questions and specula- 
tions about possible changes. 

“It’s inevitable there’ll be 
some changes,” Bush said. 
“It happens in every admin- 
istration.” He added, “I have 
made no decisions on my 
cabinet and or my White 
House staff.” 

Speculation is rampant 
that Attorney General John 
Ashcroft may be the first to 

go, possibly within weeks. 
Ashcroft suffered from pan- 

creatitis earlier this year, 
which might lead to his resig- 
nation. 

Illness within the Supreme 
Court is also opening up pos- 
sibilities. Chief Justice Will- 
iam Rehnquist’s battle with 
thyroid cancer and the ages 
of several other justices may 
present Bush with the oppor- 
tunity to nominate successors 

and in so doing, influence the 

composition and the- course 

of the Supreme Court for 

years to come. 

Bush says the possibility 
is not one of immediate con- 

cern, though he has some 

clear ideas about the kind of 
person he would nominate. 

“I will deal with that when 
it comes,” he said. 

And when that time 
comes? “I will pick someone 

who knows the difference 
between personal opinion and 
strict interpretation of the 
law.” 

Zenitha Prince writes for 
Afro Newspapers. 

U.S. Supreme Court weighs 
case of arbitrary detention 

WASHINGTON (AP) The Supreme 
Court sought Monday to clarify whether po- 
lice can be sued for arresting suspects on 

charges that later fall apart, even if it turns out 

that officers had a second, valid reason for the 
detention. 

In the second week of oral arguments 
without ailing Chief Justice William H. 

Rehnquist, the justices struggled to formulate 
a Fourth Amendment rule against arbitrary 
arrests that would curtail possible police abuse 
during traffic stops rather than encourage it. 

Rehnquist has been absent from the bench 
since Nov. 1, when he disclosed he was 

undergoing treatment for thyroid cancer. He 
still plans to rule on cases based on the written 
briefs and transcripts of the oral argument. 

Monday’s case involves the appeal of two 

Washington State Patrol officers who ar- 

rested Jerome Alford for tape recording their 
conversation during a traffic stop in Novem- 
ber 1997. 

At the time, Alford told the officers he had 
case law showing the taping was legal, but 
police arrested him anyway partly for sepa- 
rate reasons, which they did not tell him, that 
he appeared to be impersonating a police 
officer. Alford sued the two officers, claim- 
ing civil rights violations. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
sided with Alford in ruling the separate charges 
were not sufficiently “closely related” to the 
initial offense for which he was arrested to 

make the detention lawful. 
On Monday, several justices wondered 

whether such a holding made sense. They 
noted that the officers appeared to be acting in 
good faith when they diligently notified Alford 
he was being arrested on the tape recording 
charge, even though they were not required to 

have done so under Washington state law. 
“If the ‘closely related’ offense doctrine 

has the effect of punishing officers for ex- 

plaining a reason for the arrest, why is that a 

good doctrine?” Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 
asked. 

When Alford’s attorney, R. Stuart Phillips, 
suggested there was no empirical evidence 
indicating that police officers would remain 
silent for fear of lawsuits over stated charges 
that later would be proved unfounded, Justice 
Antonin Scalia disagreed. 

“Then they must be stupid police offic- 
ers,” Scalia said, explaining that if they didn’t 
say anything their charges would be able to 

stand. “Police officers are not dumber than 
any of us. I can’t believe that wouldn’t be a 

consequence.” 
Washington police say they became sus- 

picious one night in 1997 after noticing 
Alford’s car stopped behind a disabled ve- 

hicle on the highway. Alford said he was 

providing help and then hastily left, but offic- 
ers tracked him down after they learned he 
had flashing headlights on his car as is typical 
of police vehicles. 

After noticing that Alford was listening to 

a police band radio and had a scanner, the 
officers arrested him on privacy charges after 

discovering he was recording their conversa- 

tion. Police then discussed the case with a 

prosecutor, who said they had grounds to 

hold Alford for impersonating an officer even 

though he was not charged with that. 
The privacy charge was later dismissed on 

grounds that conversations between police 
and highway motorists are not private. 

During oral arguments Monday, discus- 
sion centered in part on whether officers 
should be held liable for honest mistakes. 
Washington, backed in the case by California 
and 15 other states, says no. Alford claims the 

“closely related doctrine” is necessary to 

decrease the chance that officers might en- 

gage in improper racial profiling. 
One worry is that if police have discretion 

to “come up with grounds later for an arrest 

there might be a basic erosion in confidence 
that police would be acting in good faith 
when they’re making an arrest,” Justice David 
H. Souter said. 

The case is Devenpeck v. Alford, 03-710. 

IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY 
TO GET INVOLVED IN 

THEIR EDUCATION. 

ATTAINING 2020 VISION: 
AN EDUCATION SUMMIT SPONSORED BY THE CLARK 

COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

You can help determine what it will be like when our children step into 

a public school over the next 10 years. The CCSD Board of Trustees 
invites you to discuss and prioritize important issues such as class size, 

education funding, parental involvement, extracurricular activities, 
teacher quality, class curriculum and school safety. 

WHERE? 
The Performing Arts Center at the Las Vegas Academy 

(Corner of Ninth Street and Clark Avenue) 

WHEN? 

Saturday, November 20, 2004 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Complimentary lunch will be provided.) 

WHO? 

Any Clark County resident interested in public education. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION: 
Ed Barlow is a nationally recognized trend watcher, futurist 

and education expert. He is considered one of the most thought- 
provoking and entertaining speakers on emerging trends, issues and 

the process of anticipating change. To learn about Mr. Barlow, 
visit www.creatingthefuture.com. 

PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 18 
BY CALLING 318-4288. 

This education summit is sponsored by a grant from The Broad Foundation 


