
Records made to be broken, aren’t they? 
By Huel Washington 
With the public’s concen- 

tration on many sports, 
records are made and then 
over the years they are bro- 
ken especially with the type 
of athletes that are competing 
today. 

Very few people in the 
United States three years ago 
ever heard of Ichiro Suzuki, 
the Seattle Mariner’s out- 

fielder who recently broke one 

of baseball’s most hallowed 
records, 257 hits in a single 
season set by George Sisler, 
who played for the St. Louis 
Browns in the 1920s. 

The Mariners outfielder 
ended the season with 262 
hits in 162 games while Sisler 
and the league played only 
154 games a season during 
that period. 

Actually, the record for 
hits in 154 games still stands 
because Suzuki in 154 games 
only had 250 hits. That 
doesn’t dim his amount of 
hits in a season, the teams just 
play more games now. Suzuki 
has simply surpassed the 84- 

year-old season’s mark in a 

few games more. 

Over the years, the accom- 

plishments by the athletes 
have been phenomenal. 
Sometimes so great that some 

so-called experts have been 
questioning the diets and 
preparations of the record 
breakers. 

However, the length of the 
seasons, the longevity of the 
athletes and the ability to keep 
in top condition during the 
season and the off season are 

probably the main reason 

records are tumbling and will 
continue to fall. Most of 
today’s athletes want to be 
the GOAT, Greatest Of All 
Time.” 

Before the 1968 Mexico 

Olympics, no sprinter had 
broken 10 seconds for the 100 
meters until Jim Hines of 
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Oakland, California crossed 
the line in 9.95 seconds. In 

fact, when track experts first 
considered the performances 
of athletes, running under ten 

seconds for the 100 meters 

was regarded as a supreme 
effort. 

Even the great Jesse 
Owens had run under ten sec- 

onds only on a relay with a 

running start. Owens won the 

gold in 10.3 seconds. And in 
1964 Bob Hayes, a Florida 
football player turned Olym- 
pic sprinter, finished in 10 
seconds flat. The current 

world record is 9.78 seconds 
held by Tim Montgomery. 

Other marks in track and 
field were set as standards 
for athletes: the four minute 
mile barrier broken by Roger 
Bannister of England; seven 

feet in the high jump; 28 feet 
in the long jump; and 60 feet 
in the triple jump. 

These standards have been 
shattered so many times by 
today’s bigger, stronger, and 
more intelligent athletes that 
there are very few that will 
be standing ten years or even 

five years from now. 

When former Chicago 
Bears great Walter Payton 
broke Cleveland Browns Jim 
Brown’s career rushing 
record, he was playing 14 

games in the regular season 

compared to Brown’s Na- 
tional Football League ca- 

reer that covered only 12 
games for his nine years. 

Arizona Cardinals run- 

ning back Emmitt Smith cur- 

rently has the rushing record 
of 17,418 yards as he began 
his 21st seasons with the 

Dallas Cowboys and his cur- 

rent employers. Smith plays 
a regular 16 games in a sea- 

son. 

For years, George Herman 
Ruth, (Babe), single season 

home run record set in 1927 
was unchallenged until 1961. 
The record of 60 home runs 

stood for 34 years before be- 

ing broken by Roger Maris of 
the New York Yankees, the 
same team the Babe starred 
on most of his career. 

Maris record lasted for 
almost 40 years until Mark 
McGuire broke the record in 
1999 with 70 in 1998 and 
Sammy Sosa hitting 68. 

After McGuire’s record 
performance, Barry Bonds of 
the San Francisco Giants hit 
73 home runs in 2001 to take 
over the single season home 
run record. 

Bonds, who reached the 
golden age of 40 recently, 
has decided to play at least 
another season and has hit 
over 703 home runs could 

surpass Ruth’s 714 some time 
next season. 

The career record for 
home runs in the United 
States baseball major leagues 
is 755 and held by Hank 
Aaron. Bonds could reach this 
record next year or in the 
final year of his contract with 
the Giants. Bonds just com- 

pleted his 18-year in major 
league baseball. 

Sadaharu Oh, who played 
in Japan his entire career, has 
the all-time record of 868 
home runs for the Tokyo Gi- 
ants in a 22-year career. Bond 
won’t try to catch Oh. 

With 28 feet as his goal 
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“Many of these people will 

die within the next ten years 
and will leave behind them 
more than a million orphans,” 
De Klerk said in his speech. 

De Klerk was South 
Africa’s last White president 
and helped negotiate his Na- 
tional Party — which created 

apartheid — out of more than 
four decades of power, open- 

ing the door to democracy 
and the country’s first all- 
race elections in 1994. 

He shared the Nobel Prize 

with former President Nelson 

Mandela for his efforts. 

“Sadly, nobody foresaw 
the AIDS pandemic or imag- 

ined that within 20 years some 

six million South Africans 
would have died of this new 

and terrible disease,” he told 

delegates at the annual meet- 

ing. 
He said the second most 

serious problem facing South 
Africans was poverty and the 
widening gap between the 
rich and the poor and the link 
between crime and unem- 

ployment. 
“Despite the govern- 

ment’ s best efforts almost half 
the population [most of them 

Black] now lives below the 

poverty line,” De Klerk said. 
“...Whites still own the big 
houses; they still hold down 
the best jobs; they still drive 

the fancy cars and still own 

more than 80 percent of the 

country’s farmland.” 
“We are still very far from 

achieving the human dignity, 
the equality and the advance- 
ment of human rights and 
freedoms for all proclaimed 
in the first article of our con- 

stitution,” he said. 
De Klerk has stepped out 

of political life and now heads 
the F.W. De Klerk Founda- 
tion. 
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and a gold medal on his mind, 
Bob Beamon on the 1968 
United Olympic team in 
Mexico City, jumped 29 feet 
two and a half inches. Mike 
Powell now has the record 
with at 29 feet four and a 

quarter inches. And that un- 

touchable seven feet high 
jump record that couldn’t be 

surpassed is now held by 
Javier Sotomayor, who set 

the bar at eight feet one half 
inch in Spain in 1993. 

Of course, Joe 

DiMaggio’s 56 game hitting 
streak which has lasted since 

July 16, 1941 might be hard 
to surpass because of the type 
or athletes that are playing 
major league baseball today 
—but don’t count it 
unachievable. 

That’s the category most 

baseball fans thought about 
Lou Gehrig’s 2,130 consecu- 

tive games streak but along 
came Cal Ripken, Jr., who 
not only broke the record, he 

played 2,632 consecutive 
games. 

Although many of today s 

athletes, especially the pro- 
fessionals hold their income 

high in their minds, being 
considered the best of all time 
or even one of the best is 

always in their mind. The 
records may be high but can 

be achieved. Ask Bernard 

Hopkins or Jerry Rice, since 

they have risen to the top of 
their profession if they 
thought they could attain their 

present role and each would 

probably say, “Not in my 
wildest dreams.” 

Dreams, that is. Maurice 
Green has a tattoo that says it 
all, GOAT. Break the record 
and watch others try to 

achieve yours. Remember 
Pete Rose and Ty Cobbs hit 
record. 

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL 
CENTER OF 

SOUTHERN NEVADA 
1800 W. CHARLESTON BLVD. 

LAS VEGAS, NV 89102 

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 

FOR INSURANCE BROKER 
SERVICES FOR PROPERTY, 

AUTOMOBILE, D&O, AND 
EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES 

COVERAGES 
Issued: October 8, 2004 

The RFQ Package is available as 
follows: 
Pick Up University Medical 
Center, 1800 W. Charleston Blvd., 
5th Floor, Trauma Building, Ste. 
510, Las Vegas, NV 89102 
Mail -Call 702/383-2608 
Internet -www.umcsn.com 

Proposals will be accepted at the 
address specified above on or 
before 3:00 p.m. November 15, 
2004. 
Published: Las Vegas Sentinel-Voice — 10/07/04 

WANTED 
Job Opening 

KTUD UPN Las Vegas has the 
following positions available: 

Account Executives Full Time 
advertising sales. Minimum 2 
years experience in television 
advertising sales required. 

Part-time Research Assistant 
Prepare data for station sales, 
management and customers to 

support ratings information. 

Business Manager/Controller 
Fulltime. Responsible for day-to- 
day financial information and 
decisions; balance reports; 
budgeting and strategic planning; 
credit and collections. 

Research Director Full Time. 
Analyze all ratings data and 
prepare reports, one-sheets and 
other communications to support 
ratings interpretations. 

Technology Manager-Full time. 
Manage day-to-day IT tasks; 
provide help desk support for all 
users; maintain the station 
website; maintain personnel files 
and other confidential documents 
and files; perform daily accounting 
tasks as assigned. 

Receptionist-Full time. Answer 
calls coming into the station; 
distribute communications from 
various sources; data entry; sales 
invoice & contract preparation; 
other duties as assigned. 

If you are interested in applying 
for any of these positions, please 
send your resume along with a 

cover letter to: 
Human Resources 

KTUD TV 
3790 So. Paradise Rd. Ste. 100 

Las Vegas NV 89109 
Or Fax to (702) 222-2158 

No phone calls please. 
Published: Las Vegas Sentinel-Voice—10/07/04 

EMPLOYMENT 
HELP WANTED 

The Las Vegas I— 

Valley Water District 

MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES! 

• ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Performs tech & paraprofessional engineering-related work w/in an engrng sect. Reqs equiv to HS grad, 
supplemented by college-level course work in civ engrng, drafting, engrng math or related fields; & 5 yrs 
paraprofessional engrng or field surveying exp; or equiv combo T&E. 

Salary $23.11 $29.09 hr, DOQ, + xlnt bnfits pkg. Filing Deadline: Immediately. Open til filled. 
• ELECTRICIAN I 

Performs unskilled & semiskilled duties in the construction, installation, maint, repair & servicing of 
industrial electrical systems & electronic control systems, transformers, devices, controls, motors, equip 
& machinery ranging from fractional to 2000 HP, and up to 12,500 volts, used in the production, 
treatment, storage & distribution of a potable water supply. 
Salary: $ 19.97/hr + a generous benefits pkg. Filing Deadline 8am Wed 10/27/04. 

• GRAPHICS ARTIST 
Performs advanced graphics design, desktop publishing & publications dvlpmt & production support 
duties associated with District/SNWA public affairs, community outreach & media relations progs & 
activities. Expected to exercise artistic skill in conceptualizing, designing & laying out visually appealing 
graphics materials. Req’s grad HS or GED equiv, tech sch or voctl sch, supplemented by course work in 

■ graphic/commercial art, technical illustration or related field; & 3-yrs prog resp exp in graphics design or 

illustration using computers & graphics software pkgs; or equiv comb T&E. 

Salary $18.99 hr, + gen bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Immediately. Open till filled. 
• DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ASSOCIATE I 

Administrative functions assoc w/review & processing of water plans & water commitments; calculates 
water application fees & connection charges; establishes & maintains project files (paper & digital); 
researches & solves difficult customer questions & problems in-person & by telephone. Req’s grad HS 
or GED equiv & 2 yrs increasingly resp office administrative or cust svcs exp or equiv combo T&E. 
Office administrative exp providing familiarity w/engrng & const terminology preferred. 

Salary: $16.40 hr, + xlnt bnfits pkg. Filing Deadline: 8 am, Thur, 10/14/04. 

The application package for any of the above positions may be obtained from: 
Las Vegas Valley Water District, Human Resources Dept. 

1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, 
apply online or download at www.lwwd.com. 

Faxes and resumes will not be accepted in lieu of the required application package. 
www.lvvwd.com 


