
Great candidates unable to become NBA coaches 
By Huel Washington 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
Ever since organization of 

professional basketball in this 

country around 1947, thou- 
sands of athletes have had 

outstanding performances 
which have led to selections 
on teams of the quarter cen- 

tury and half century. 
Along with their stellar 

careers, some players used 
the same occasions in uni- 
form to acquire skills needed, 
they thought, to become 
coaches, even head coaches. 

Some were chosen head 
coaches, like Bill Russell, 
who is included among the 50 

greatest players in National 
Basketball Association his- 

tory. He was chosen by head 
coach Red Auerbach in 1966 
to be the first African-Ameri- 
can head coach in the league’s 
brief existence. 

As a player-coach during 
the 1966-1967 season, 
Russell, who led the Boston 
Celtics to 10 NBA titles in 11 

years, proved to the world 
that an African-American 
head coach could also take a 

professional team to a world 

title. 
Giving up playing the next 

two campaigns, Russell, who 

many call the greatest center 

the league has ever seen, then 
took the Celtics to the play- 
offs in the next two years. He 
left Boston to coach the Se- 
attle Supersonics for four 
years and later the Sacramento 
Kings. 

Russell’s success at the 
helm of various teams prob- 
ably was the example for his 

college and Celtics teammate 

K.C. Jones, who was an as- 

sistant coach with Los Ange- 
les Lakers, Milwaukee, Bos- 

ton, Detroit and Seattle. 
As professional basketball 

increased over the years from 
the original eight teams to the 
current 30, there have been 

enough African-American 
head coaches in the NBA so 

that basketball has definitely 
been considered the leader in 

the struggle for racial equal- 
ity in this country in the field 
of coaching. 

Mysteriously, there have 

been exclusions from the head 

coaching ranks in the NBA 

that have been rather confus- 

ing to people who are scruti- 

nizing the coaching changes 
that occur year after year. For 

instance, Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar, formerly Ferdinand 
Lewis Alcindor, compares 
with Michael Jordan, as one 

of the greatest players to ever 

lace up a basketball shoe. 
A journalistic major at the 

University of California at 

Los Angeles, the 57-year-old 
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Abdul-Jabbar played 20 

years in the NBA and was 

chosen on 18 all-star teams 

while he was with Milwau- 
kee and the Lakers and was a 

member of league champi- 
onship teams six times. He 
set the scoring record with 
38,387 points. 
After establishing numerous 

league records, Abdul-Jabbar 
decided to be an assistant 
coach for the Los Angeles 
Clippers in 2000. Then he 
became a head coach in the 
United States Basketball 

League (USBL) in Okla- 
homa, taking his team to the 

league championship. One 
season, Abdul-Jabbar even 

used his coaching skills to 

coach Native American 

youths on the Fort Apache 
Indian Reservation in Ari- 
zona. 

He is the author of five 
books: “Giants Steps,” 
“Kareem,” “Black Profiles in 

Courage,” “A Season on the 
Reservation” and “Brothers 
in Arms.” 

Last year, when Isiah Tho- 
mas became general manager 
of the Knicks, he made 
Abdul-Jabbar a member of 
the administrative staff. But 
for some reason, when there 
are coaching changes in the 
NBA, none of the teams have 
given Abdul-Jabbar the front 
seat on the bench and the 
reason is mystifying to many. 

A few years ago, the 
Golden State Warriors had 
Bob Lanier on the bench as 

an assistant coach. The 56- 

year-old St. Bonaventure 
graduate replaced Don 
Nelson as the head coach of 
the team from Feb. 13, 1995 
to the season’s end. His team 

won 14 games and was sixth 
in the division. 

Lanier had a brilliant, all- 
star career with Detroit and 
Milwaukee, scoring more 

than 19,000 points. He is cur- 

rently a special assistant to 

the commissioner, leading 
the NBA’s “Team Up” pro- 
gram that deals with under- 
privileged youngsters. Is he 
too old for consideration for 
a head coaches job? 

For several seasons, sit- 

ting next to Pat Riley on the 
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Miami Heat bench, carrying 
a clipboard, was Bob 
Me Adoo, one of the outstand- 

ing shooters in the NBA. He 

spent 13 years in the league 
as a player with Buffalo, New 
York, Detroit, Los Angeles 
and Philadelphia. 

A five-time all-star, the 

53-year-old McAdoo even 

played in Italy from 1986 to 

1993. He was a member of 
the Los Angeles Lakers teams 

that won the league champi- 
onship in 1982 and 1985. 

One of the players on the 
1985 Lakers team was Byron 
Scott, who has coached the 
New Jersey Nets. He was 

fired and hired recently by 
New Orleans. 

The exclusion from head 

coaching jobs in the NBA 
hasn’t always been racial as 

witnessed by the constant 

omission of Rick Barry to the 

head-coaching ranks. 

Barry came into the league 
from the University of Mi- 

ami, playing for Bruce Hale, 
his father-in-law. Barry was 

the collegiate leading scorer 

when he graduated in 1965. 
He had a stellar career with 

Golden State before joining 
the fledgling American Bas- 
ketball Association along 
with Hale. He returned to the 
Warriors and led a young 
team to the NBA title in 1975 
under African-American 
head coach Alvin A. Attles. 

Barry reached 60 this year 
and was also voted into the 
Naismith Memorial Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame and was 

one of the 50 greatest players 
in NBA history in 1996. 

He is also the father of 
four young men, Jon, Drew 
and Brent who are currently 
playing on teams in the NBA. 
His oldest son, Scooter, was 

a member of an NCAA cham- 

pionship team at Kansas. 
Scooter played overseas af- 
ter college. The elder Barry 
was a seven-time all-star. He 
has coached Fort Wayne in 
the Continental Basketball 

League (CBL) and New Jer- 

sey and Florida in the USBL 
for five years. He is now a 

radio broadcaster in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

Another former players, 
who has some pretty good 
credentials for assuming a 

head coaching job in the NBA 
is Reggie Theus, 47, a young- 
ster from Inglewood, Calif., 
who honed his playing skills 
at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. 

Theus was drafted as a 

junior by the Chicago Bulls 
and played 13 years in the 

league with stops in Kansas 

City, which became Sacra- 
mento, Atlanta, Orlando and 
New Jersey. He even played 
in Italy in 1991-1992. Be- 
sides being a broadcaster for 
the Turner Broadcasting Co., 
Theus has tried his hand at 

being a head coach in the 
Summer Leagues at various 
locations and is looking for a 

NBA head-coaching job. 
For sure, being a head 

coach of a professional bas- 
ketball team is not an easy 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

EMPLOYMENT 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

Extension Educator- Lincoln County 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension (UNCE) is seeking 
candidates for a full-time academic, tenure track faculty position 
for the Southern Area. The Extension Educator in Lincoln 

County is a leader in non-formal, issue-based community 
education and faculty member representing the University of 
Nevada Cooperative Extension. This position provides 
leadership in assessing knowledge needs and implementing 
locally-relevant teaching, research and community service in 
Lincoln County. For a complete position description, requirements 
and how to apply view at www.unce.unr.edu and at http:// 
jobs.unr.edu or contact Jill Ukeiley, Search Coordinator at (702) 
257-5515, ukeileyj @ unce.unr.edu. Closing date is October 30, 
2004. EEO/AA. Women and under-represented groups are 

encouraged to apply. 
Published: Las Vegas Sentinel-Voice — September 30,2004 

Associates of Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. is ex- 

panding in your area. National company offering a 

service everyone needs. Competitive commissions 
with renewal income potential. Training provided. 
Call today! Rommie M. Postadan, Independent As- 
sociate, at 1-888-680-1569 for full details. 

chore. Some of those who 

have assumed the leadership 
of teams in the NBA don’t 
have the background or ex- 

perience of those mentioned 
in this column. Why they 
haven’t been given a chance 
to show their expertise at the 
head of a team is quite a mys- 
tery. 

There may be others be- 

sides Abdul-Jabbar, Lanier, 
Me Adoo and Barry who have 
been slighted or passed over. 

Are there some things in their 

personalities that were not 

suitable for a head-coaching 
job? 

Abdul-Jabbar is a Mus- 
lim. Barry was hot tempered 

and hated losing like Pete 
Rose. Nobody likes losing. 
What is wrong with 
McAdoo? Was Lanier even 

considered for a head-coach- 

ing job after replacing 
Nelson? 

This is not to put a knock 
on the Van Gundys, Jeff and 
Stan, but were their back- 

grounds and coaching skills 
better than some of those who 
have been shunned? The an- 

swer is a qualitative “No.” 
The aforementioned NBA 

greats, if they applied for 

head-coaching jobs, in our 

estimation, should have been 

given a chance just like Larry 
Bird and Magic Johnson. 

LEGAL NOTICES 
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

RFP No. P05004 

Annual Audit Services 
LVHA CONTACT PERSON 

HOWTO OBTAIN THE RFP 
DOCUMENTS ON THE 
APPLICABLE INTERNET SITE 

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL RETURN 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL DEADLINE 

Michael Gifford, C.P.M., 
Telephone 7027386-2973, TDD 702/386-0789 
1. Access www.haclv.org. 
2. Click on the "BIDS/RFP'S" icon on left side 
and follow the directions. 
3. Problems accessing system or registering? 
Call customer support, 1/866/526-9266. 

Wednesday, 10/6/04,3:30 p.m., 
340 N. 11th Street, LV, NV 89101 
LVHA Contracts & Purchasing Office 
340 N. 11th Street, Suite 180, LV, NV 89101 

Monday, 10/25/04, 4:00 p.m. 

(Minority- and/or women-owned businesses are encouraged to respond) 

• PUBLIC NOTICE • 

TRANSPORTATION FAIRS TO BE HELD AT 
LOCAL MALLS 

The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern 
Nevada (RTC) is hosting its biannual Transportation Fairs in 
October at area malls. Information will be available on topics 
including the Bruce L. Woodbury Beltway, US-95, the 
Metropolitan Area Express (MAX) system, the Citizens Area 
Transit (CAT) bus system and other transportation projects. 
In addition to RTC staff, representatives from local agencies 
including Clark County Public Works, City of Las Vegas 
Public Works and the Nevada Department of Transportation 
will be on-hand to answer questions. Please join us at one 

of the following Transportation Fairs: 

Saturday, Oct. 2 •10:00am-6:00pm • Boulevard Mall 

Sunday, Oct. 3 •11:00am-e6:00pm • Boulevard Mall 

Saturday, Oct. 9 •10:00am-6:00pm • Meadows Mall 

Sunday, Oct. 10 •10:00am-6:00pm • Meadows Mall 

Saturday, Oct. 23 •10:00am-6:00pm • Galleria at Sunset 

Sunday, Oct. 24 •11:00am-6:00pm • Galleria at Sunset 

Boulevard Mall is serviced by CAT bus routes 109,112, 
203 & 213 

Galleria at Sunset is serviced by CAT bus routes 212, 
217 & 402 

Meadows Mall is serviced by CAT bus routes 103,104, 
207 & 402 

Questions: (702) 676-1500 

Jacob Snow, General Manager 
Regional Transportation Commission Phone:(702)676-1500 
600 S. Grand Central Pkwy., Ste. 350 TDD (702) 676-1834 
Las Vegas. NV 89106_www.rtcsouthernnevada.com 


